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Reqquirementts for Gassoline Reeid Vaporr Pressurre 

SCOOPE AND APPPLICABILIITY 

The Air Resourcces Board (AARB) is issuing a Regulaatory Advisorry (Advisoryy) today, Octtober 7, 20122, effective 
immediately. Puursuant to thhis Advisory, the ARB will administraatively permiit the manufaacture, impoortation, 
distribution, and sale of gasooline that meeets a Reid Vapor Presssure limit of 9.0 psi, whicch will remaiin in effect 
only to midnight,, Pacific Dayylight Time, October 31, 2012, unlesss otherwisee supersededd by a subseequent ARB 
reguulatory actionn or advisoryy. This Advisory appliess to any persson who sells, offers for sale, suppliees, offers forr 
suppply, or transpports Californnia gasolinee. 

CONNTROL OF RREID VAPOOR PRESSURE AND CUURRENT LIMMITS 

The California RReformulatedd Gasoline (CCaRFG) regulations limiit, among othher propertiees, the Reid Vapor 
Presssure (RVP) of gasoline sold, offeredd for sale, suupplied, offeered for suppply, or transpported withinn the State 
(title 13, Californnia Code of RRegulations,, section 22662). In order to control eevaporative emissions oof 
hydrrocarbons, thhe RVP of suummertime gasoline is ggenerally resstricted to a production oor importatioon limit of 
abouut 7.0 poundds per squaree inch (psi). These summmertime RVVP limits appply through OOctober 31 ffor most of 
Califfornia, depennding on thee air basin. TThese RVP limits are liftted in the wintertime when ozone foormation is 
less of a problemm. 

ADMMINISTRATIVE ACTIONN TAKEN UNNDER THIS ADVISORYY 

Due to the conveergence of aa number of recent evennts (e.g., refinnery fire, eleectricity interrruption, pipeeline 
contamination) aand planned shutdowns of several reefineries andd pipelines, the gasolinee market in CCalifornia is 
curreently experieencing tight ssupplies. WWhile gasolinee generally rremains avaailable for puurchase by cconsumers, 
the ttight suppliess have resulted in an exxtreme and uunusual fuel supply circuumstance. TThis has led to a sharp 
increease over the last few weeks in whoolesale and rretail prices ffor gasoline around the State, particcularly in thee 
Soutthern Califorrnia region, aand the repoorted shutdoown of a nummber of retaill gasoline sttations. 

In reesponse to direction by the Governor to help adddress the abbove fuel-relaated issues, the ARB will 
administratively permit gasooline in the SState to meett a single RVVP limit of 9..0 psi (the feederal summmertime RVPP 
limit)) from the efffective date of this Advissory throughh the end of October 31,, 2012. Thiss action is neecessary to 
addrress the extrreme and unnusual fuel supply circummstance caused by the mmultiple evennts describeed above andd 
is neecessary for the immediaate preservaation of the ppublic peacee, health andd safety or geeneral welfaare. Any 
impaacts on air quality caused by this acttion are expeected to be nnegligible annd outweighed by the puublic interestt 
in temporarily reelaxing the RRVP limits. 

All other require e California RReformulateed Gasoline rregulations, including otther fuel propments of the perties, 
speccifications, reecordkeeping, and reporrting requirements, shalll remain in eeffect. In adddition, nothinng in this 
Advisory modifiees, replaces,, supersedess, or otherwiise changess any other reequirementss applicable to gasoline 
undeer local, Statte, or federal law or reguulation. Perssons regulatted by the CCalifornia Refformulated GGasoline 
reguulations shouuld continue to sell or disstribute gasooline meetingg the currennt California RVP limits wwhere such 
suppplies are avaailable. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For any questions regarding this Advisory, please contact Mr. Mike Waugh, Chief, Transportation Fuels Branch 
at (916) 322-6020 or via email at mwaugh@arb.ca.gov. 

If you need this document in an alternate format or language, please contact Mr. Adrian Cayabyab at (916) 
327-1515 or acayabya@arb.ca.gov. TTY/TDD/Speech to Speech users may dial 711 for the California Relay 
Service. 
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