THE GREENING OF THE VALLEY
PLAN DESCRIPTION
Reduce motorized vehicle use in the California valley by building a network of walking and biking paths (greenspaces) to make walking and biking a reasonable and desirable alternative to driving.

In a 2002 State study of recreational preferences by CA residents, 91% of the people identified “walking near home” as a recreational activity they like.  A close second, 90% of the people (same people), also like “driving for pleasure”.  In the CA valley, we already provide people with many nice drives; we provide little for “walking near home”.  We provide little for those who might walk or bike to work or school.  

The CA valley is one of the flattest places on earth with many days of nice weather.  It is the absolute perfect place, in the world, to attempt to get people out of their cars and walking or biking instead. When this plan is complete, one will be able to walk or bike from any valley city/town to any other valley city/town and never leave a greenspace (you will have to cross roads now and then).

Specifically, we will develop a north-south “greenspace” walking and biking path running from Redding in the north to Bakersfield in the south.  Valley counties will develop urban-limit-line greenspaces around each of their cities and towns.  Counties can request to exempt very small towns from the urban-limit-line greenbelt where it doesn’t make sense.  The counties will then interconnect the cities and towns with greenspaces and finally connect to the north-south route.  Within the developed city, where off-street bike paths may not be practical, the city will develop a well defined bike route through the city.
Counties will use natural resources and man made “boundaries” such as rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, property lines, hedge rows, drainage ditches,  wind breaks, etc., to the extent practical, for the networking routes.  Levees will be avoided if greenspace landscaping weakens the levee.  Routes selected should place no undue burden on farmers, ranchers, and landowners.   Fences, ditches, landscaping, and trash containers will be used, as needed, to discourage theft, vandalism and litter.
Counties will work with the local school districts, health care providers, cities and other stake holders to build a “community culture” which encourages walking and biking.  An optional component of the plan could include having “dedicated” residents “adopt” a section of a greenspace to monitor and report maintenance needs, as appropriate, and, perhaps, take care of invasive weeds and simpler maintenance tasks.  This might help build “community ownership” of the greenspace.
AB 32 OBJECTIVES
Reduce auto use in the CA valley.  Accomplish this by providing people with a walking and biking alternative.  Work with stake holders to develop a walking and biking community culture.  Use the greenspaces, where applicable, to teach the public about the importance of reducing greenhouse gasses.
Reduce greenhouse gases and clean & cool the air by growing fire & drought resistant, climate adapted trees, bushes and greenery for the greenspaces.
OTHER BENEFITS

Protects agricultural lands from urban sprawl by surrounding each city/town with an urban-limit-line greenbelt to encourage “in-fill” for future development.  Develops a “network-of-paths”, the most efficient type of “park” that takes the least amount of land out of agricultural use since this type of park depends predominantly upon private lands for its views.
Shows off the valley’s true asset, its beautiful agricultural lands and shows how we integrate our agriculture with our natural environment.  For example, a path from Woodland to the river may swing near the rice fields where the path widens to allow the walker to stop and view the green rice peaking above the blue water, in the summer, or, in the winter, a view of the many birds that use the rice fields as a winter habitat.  A sign describes how rice is grown, its importance in the local community, how we used to burn the fields, putting unwanted carbon into the atmosphere, but no longer do and now provide the birds with a winter habitat.

Increases tourism to the valley.  The valley will have more miles of interconnected greenspace than anywhere else in the world – forever!  A beautiful valley with a network of walking and biking paths will attract people from all over.  Plus, tourists will come back!  They will know that anywhere in the valley will have beautiful paths for walking and biking.  This increase in “walking and biking” tourists will likely have a “light footprint” on the valley environment.

Increases residents’ physical and mental health.  Even small amounts of exercise have been shown to have mental and physical benefits.  Greenspaces, by encouraging walking and movement, can play a part in combating our problems with obesity and diabetes.  They can play a part in developing healthy habits in our children.  Studies have shown that people living and working near greenspaces boast a stronger sense of community, cope better with everyday stresses, are less aggressive, less violent, perform better in concentration tests, manage problems more effectively and, as employees, are more productive and have a higher morale. 
Eliminates, in the CA valley, the last real accessibility problem for people in wheelchairs – access to the outdoors.  Provides outdoor wheelchair accessibility throughout the entire CA valley.  The valley will be the most wheelchair accessible place on earth.  Imagine, a wheelchair accessible path that runs all the way from Redding to Bakersfield.  Enough said.

DEFINITION

GREENSPACES, also know as GREENBELTS are simply climate adapted, interconnected linear parks specifically designed to encourage walking and movement, and curiosity, exploration and appreciation of our natural environment.  Greenspaces incorporate a multifunctional approach to land use so the same land serves a utilitarian purpose while also providing a wildlife habitat and a place where people can interact with nature.

WHAT THE STATE NEEDS TO DO
The counties have no money for a project this size.  Fund the plan under AB32 since this plan will reduce greenhouse gases.
The bureaucratic hurdles are too difficult to accomplish the plan in any reasonable amount of time.  A “greenbelt” would have to be identified in each city’s general plan.  A city’s general plan gets updated very rarely.  It could take 10 to 15 years for all of the cities in a county to have a greenbelt in their general plans.  The State needs to direct the valley cities and towns to amend their general plans to include an urban-limit-line greenspace.
Individual farmers see negatives with the plan.  They don’t want people coming near their land.  All they see are increased theft, vandalism, litter and bother.  They have no incentive to sell or lease their land or grant a right of way to the county.  While the plan protects agricultural lands overall and, thereby benefits farmers overall, the individual farmer doesn’t see an individual benefit.  The State needs to provide the counties with the ability to accomplish the plan.
Many times these types of projects are handled by the county’s or city’s transportation department.  These are not bike paths; greenspaces are linear parks and should be handled by the parks department.  Direct the counties and cities to include their parks departments in the planning and development of the greenspaces and greenbelts.

Name Yolo County as the pilot county for several reasons [Please note that the author of this plan has no authority from the Yolo County Board of Supervisors to offer Yolo County as the pilot county and, if Yolo County were the pilot, the exact county plan will be developed by the County’s Office of General Services Parks Division].  The reasons Yolo County will be a good pilot are:  One city in the county, Davis, already has a well developed network of greenspaces.  Plus, the more-or-less obvious path for the north-south route runs on the Yolo County side of the Sacramento River and, at West Sacramento, will connect to the American River Parkway, an already well developed east-west greenspace.  In connecting its cities, Yolo County may be able to extend that east-west greenspace all the way to Winters.  Finally, the county has community activists who will help “dog” the project until its success.
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