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COALITION FOR CLEAN AIR

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL

American Lung Association in California

EndOil / Communities for Clean Ports

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice
Via Electronic Mail

September 21, 2011
Mary Nichols and Board Members
California Air Resources Board

1001 “I” Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re: Proposed Amendments to the Cargo Handling Equipment Regulation

Dear Chair Nichols and CARB Board Members:

We, the undersigned, are writing to you on behalf of our organizations and our thousands of California members regarding the proposed amendments to the Cargo Handling Equipment (CHE) regulation of 2005. We think this is a very important measure to clean up pollution from heavy cargo equipment at ports and rail yards. As such, we have met with staff to encourage a more aggressive pursuit of zero emission technology and cleaner alternatives to conventional diesel. Given that more than half of the equipment covered by this rule has been recently shelved and that freight volumes are now rebounding, CARB has a unique opportunity to further AB 32 global warming reduction goals and ensure new investments in the cleanest technologies.
Strong Support for the Changes Made to the Proposed Amendments
We want to thank staff for meeting with us to hear our concerns about the amendments. We acknowledge they have worked vigorously to address the concerns of CHE operators and environmental and health advocates.  Several additional amendments that were recently proposed are very positive. For example, we strongly support limited compliance extensions for old equipment with high engine out particulate for which no exhaust controls are available.  Additionally, we strongly support strict limitations around the low-use equipment compliance extension
CARB Support for Zero Emission and Clean Alternatives Is Paramount
We support the potential for equipment owners to utilize an Alternative Compliance Plan option for yard tractors in addition to cranes.

Far more is needed to support and promote the many cleaner alternatives to diesel equipment that are increasingly available. Unfortunately, since staff feels the regulation amendments cannot be delayed to include this language, we ask that the board adopt the amendments staff proposed and incorporate the following action strategies:
1. A CHE technology assessment:
While we believe an assessment should have been done before adopting the current CHE Regulation amendments, a future assessment can still direct CARB and industry actions toward a cleaner, safer cargo handling industry.  Please see the attached example detailing such a technology assessment, including a list of the many alternatives that we are aware of for cargo equipment.  Staff has committed to including this technology assessment in the freight initiative, possibly as early as 2012, we want to be involved in this process of reviewing the feasibility of the technologies assessed.
2. Incentives and promotion of alternative CHE equipment:

As part of the resolution to adopt these amendments we urge you to direct staff to support alternatives through the following:
· Promotional and informational activities, such as case studies and meetings with CHE users/purchasers, ports, and equipment operators.

· Provide support for technology near commercialization, such as certification assistance, involvement in pilot projects, and subsidization of equipment purchases.

· Provide support for the demonstration of promising technologies with priorities in the largest rail yards, where CARB and rail companies have committed to expedite air pollution mitigation programs.

3. Participation in and co-funding of the linear synchronous motor project at POLA/POLB toward ZECMS:  
This demonstration project has national significance, widespread support and financial commitments from POLA/POLB and SCAQMD. However, the project needs another 20-25% match ($1.5 mil) to get rolling.  CARB can help secure funding to get the project as soon as possible. (See attached ZECMS funding outline)

We think the actions we are suggesting will help maximize diesel emission reductions at the many California communities already impacted by intermodal rail yards and port terminals. Further, we would like to reiterate our commitment to continue working with staff to strengthen this proposed regulation. As California ports and railyards expand to accommodate projected trade growth over the coming decades, it is of the utmost importance that all stakeholders’ voices are part of the process to protect those communities most heavily impacted by freight transport. 

Sincerely, 

Luis R. Cabrales
Coalition for Clean Air

Diane Bailey

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Bonnie Holmes-Gen

American Lung Association in California

Gisele L Fong, PhD
EndOil / Communities for Clean Ports
Angelo Logan

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice
Cc:

Cherie Rainforth

Dan Donohoue

Richard Corey

James Goldstein


