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September 25, 2006

Chairman Sawyer and Members of the Board

California Air Resources Board

1001 “I” Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

Via Electronic Mail

Re: Proposed Revisions to the Air Toxic Control Measure (ATCM) for Chrome

Plating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Facilities

Dear Chairman Sawyer and Board Members:

Environmental Working Group (EWG) is a non-profit watchdog organization that works to protect environmental and public health. For the past several years we have been following the legal, political, and scientific debate surrounding the highly potent carcinogen hexavalent chromium (Cr+6).

We are pleased that the California Air Resources Board has proposed a much more health protective Air Toxic Control Measure (ATCM) for Chrome Plating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Facilities as such action is long overdue. EWG is concerned, however, that the proposed revisions do not go far enough. To this end, we are writing to underscore the comments already submitted by the Environmental Health Coalition and 13 other environmental and public health organizations. 

EWG is also writing to alert the Board to the chromium industry’s long history of manipulating scientific evidence in an attempt to make hexavalent chromium appear less harmful. The Board will no doubt be presented with conflicting scientific data as it considers what actions to take with respect to the ATCM. We feel it is important that the Board be familiar with some of the tactics industry has used to influence similar standards in the past. To this end, we have attached a recent paper by George Washington University professor David Michaels that details an industry campaign to use shady science to undermine the OSHA hexvalent chromium standard.”
 

We have also attached a December, 2005 front-page Wall Street Journal article that describes how the environmental consulting firm ChemRisk was paid to re-do a study that linked hexavalent chromium exposures to cancer and eliminate this inconvenient finding.
 Although this particular study involved oral rather than airborne exposure to chromium, ChemRisk has also published several recent papers – all funded by industry – on the hazards of airborne hexavalent chromium.
 

These two attached articles clearly show the lengths to which the chromium industry will go to undercut much needed public health protections, and point to recent studies that should be regarded with suspicion. EWG urges the Board to reflect on their findings and only consider the best – and most objective – science when deciding how it should revise the ATCM for Chrome

Plating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Facilities. 

The clear scientific consensus is that hexavalent chromium is an exceedingly dangerous carcinogen. EWG urges the Board to prioritize public health and set the most health-protective standard possible while moving towards the phase-out of this compound in decorative plating. 

Sincerely, 

Bill or Renee (?) 

California Office


1904 Franklin, Suite 703 Oakland, CA 94612


T: 510.444.0973


F: 510.444.0982
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