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November 1, 2013

David Mallory

California Air Resources Board 

1001 "I" Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814

P.O. Box 2815 

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re:   2013 Scoping Plan Update Comments
Dear Mr. Mallory:

On behalf of the American Lung Association in California, I am writing to offer our recommendations based on the latest draft of the 2013 AB 32 Scoping Plan update. The American Lung Association in California is a strong supporter of AB 32 programs as vital to providing clean air to Californians. It is vital that Californians understand the tremendous record of success already established with AB 32. Since its adoption, AB 32 programs like the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, Advanced Clean Cars, SB 375 and others have begun the necessary transition to clean alternative fuels, technologies, and energy sources.  The Scoping Plan update offers a unique opportunity to both highlight the progress made to date and to look to the hard work that lies ahead to ensure the public’s health is protected against the worst impacts of climate change.

We appreciate the California Air Resources Board and multi-agency efforts that have gone in to the update process to date. In particular, the inclusion of several elements provide clear direction that we must do more in the near-term to achieve reductions in harmful emissions to achieve our long-term goals:
Focus on short lived climate pollutants: Reducing short-lived climate pollutants will achieve immediate, local health and climate benefits which will provide the greatest benefit to environmental justice communities most affected by air pollution, a key priority of the scoping plan goals. 

Inclusion of a 2030 Interim Target: Establishing a clear interim target is critical to ensuring that, moving beyond 2020, California maintains momentum to achieving its 2050 climate goals. The development of the interim target should be a clearly defined, public process. 
We offer the following recommendations to promote enhanced protection of public health and to ensure strong, clear climate action through the 2013 Scoping Plan update. 

· Creating Health Assessment Tools for Climate Change and Climate Policy: While we appreciate that health evaluations of climate policies can be difficult to undertake, we believe continued research and analysis is needed on the serious health impacts of climate change to better inform the public of the wide ranging public health impacts and the need to take action quickly and to help policymakers understand which solutions offer the greatest benefits to health in the short and long term.  In addition, we support ARB efforts to create the Cap and Trade Adaptive Management plans, AB 32 Tracking procedures and the utilization of the CalEnviroScreen tool as positive steps to better assess local community impacts. 
· Analyzing Health Impacts of Smart Growth Patterns: One area where continued development of modeling tools is discussed in the Scoping Plan is in the land use and transportation arena.  We support the development of tools to evaluate the health benefits of smart growth policies at the state and local level and assist in SB 375 implementation. California should move quickly to support new modeling tools and research to better educate policymakers and the public and to ensure local officials understand which land use and transportation choices are best for climate and public health
· Specific measures and schedule for achieving interim and long-term climate goals:  We believe that the 2013 Scoping Plan update needs to go beyond the current draft and provide a more detailed plan for action going forward. Specific emission control measures, funding sources, timelines and projected emission trends beyond 2020 are needed to provide a clear picture of California’s climate leadership going forward. As with the original Scoping Plan, a firm project list sends the steady signals needed to ensure ongoing and increased investments in the transition to cleaner vehicle technologies, lower carbon fuels, more sustainable freight strategies, sustainable community planning, renewables and other solutions that provide the greatest health and climate benefits to Californians.
· Plan for Investment of AB 32 Cap and Trade revenue benefits in the Scoping Plan Update As the state moves forward in the discussion of the use of Cap and Trade auction revenues to support greenhouse gas reduction programs, it is important that the Scoping Plan update demonstrate how these funds will provide additional benefits to local communities and to the state as a whole. The Scoping Plan should demonstrate the benefits that will accrue to disadvantaged communities through compliance with SB 535 investment requirements, greater investment in clean vehicle programs like the California Vehicle Rebate Program and focused investment to support local government implementation of regional SB 375 Sustainable Community Strategies. Cap and Trade auction proceeds must be protected and immediately allocated to reduce greenhouse gases and protect the public’s health. 

Thank you for considering these recommendations as you prepare the draft Scoping Plan update.   We will provide additional recommendations as we continue our review of the document.  We look forward to working with you toward improved public health and strong action to achieve California’s AB 32 goals. 

Sincerely,
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Bonnie Holmes-Gen
Senior Director, Policy and Advocacy
