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P.O. Box 269

305 South 4th Street

Springfield, OR  97477-0055

(541) 747-4577
(800) 547-9520

Fax: (541) 744-4237

April 24, 2007
Dr. Robert Sawyer, Chairman

California Air Resources Board

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Dr. Sawyer,

Timber Products Company appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed Air Toxic Control Measure to Reduce Formaldehyde from Composite Wood Products.  As one of the nation’s largest manufacturer of hardwood plywood panels, this issue is of great importance to our company.
The proposed Phase 2 ceiling limits for formaldehyde emissions should be higher to allow for the fact that the industry’s products must be manufactured significantly below the regulatory ceiling to allow for variability in the raw materials, processing equipment and test methods.  At the proposed extremely low levels, it will be very difficult to consistently produce products meeting these limits. Even CARB’s March fact sheet concludes that the average formaldehyde emissions will be 0.03 ppm to 0.04 ppm lower than the proposed CARB Ceiling level of 0.05 ppm.  We continue to advocate the adoption of 0.06 ppm for Phase 2. 

The costs for meeting these extremely low emission limits, especially in Phase 2, have been significantly underestimated.  It is our opinion that the costs to both manufacturers and consumers will be several orders of magnitude more than the estimates shown in the CARB staff report.

In addition, we believe that the sell through dates for importers and domestic manufacturers of panels should be exactly the same.  The proposed version of the rule allows importers four additional moths beyond the date that domestic manufacturers must comply.  This creates an unreasonable advantage for importers.  We also believe that manufacturers should be allowed 90 days to flush their inventories rather than the 30 days currently proposed. 
Thank you for considering our comments on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Joe Gonyea, III

Chief Operating Officer
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