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June 24, 2008

Board Members

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street, 23rd Floor 

Sacramento, California 95814

Attn:  Ms. Lori Andreoni, Board Secretary

http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/bclist.php
Subject:
Proposed Amendments to the California Consumer Products Regulations 6/25/08; Board Agenda Item # 08-6-5

Dear Board Members: 

Henkel Of America Inc Consumer and Professional Division

Henkel Corporation appreciates the opportunity to comment on this proposed regulation.  In conversations with CARB staff, we support the VOC limit of 1.5% for Non-chemically Curing Sealant or Caulking Compound effective in 12/31/10 for water based materials.  This limit is needed to ensure that these types of products maintain effective in all types of interior and exterior use. The 1.5% will provide an allowance for the minor VOCs brought in by the many components going into the products. 
There is still a need in this category for a product that functions in high humidity, wet surfaces, cold conditions as well as arid conditions.  We have an exterior siding product based on synthetic rubber and hydrocarbon resin (Trade named Quad) that is an all weather sealant targeted to compete head to head against the reactive silicone, MS and polyurethane sealants.  Key advantages are cold temperature extrudability and the ability to be applied to wet surfaces, cures in arid climates, and immediate water resistance.  Water based sealants cannot be applied to wet surfaces, and surfaces that are below freezing.  Reactive chemistries have problems in arid conditions.  We request that paintable exterior sealants with immediate water resistance based on synthetic rubber and hydrocarbon resin also to be set at 3% just like the reactive products they directly compete against.

Thank you for your consideration to this issue.  Any comments or questions feel free to contact me at 440-937-7457 or e-mail to ray.cull@us.henkel.com. 

Respectfully submitted,
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Ray Cull

Director, R&D and Technical Services
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