Public Comment

Investment of Cap-and-Trade Auction Proceeds

June 19, 2012
Shelby Livingston, Manager

California Air Resources Board


1001 I Street / P.O. Box 2815
Sacramento, CA

RE: 
Investment of Cap-and-Trade Auction Proceeds 

Dear Ms. Livingston:

The Air Resources Board must invest in the sustainability of California. WALKSacramento believes that along with using the revenue from AB 32’s Cap-and-Trade program to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, the funds should also be used to achieve the other goals of AB 32 and SB 375. These goals include directing investments for transit-oriented developments (TODs) where transit currently exists, growing smart through infill development, and maximizing health and environmental co-benefits.
As you know, transportation represents the largest contributor to California’s GHG emissions. Therefore, the revenue generated from the Cap-and-Trade program should be used to support sustainable communities and transportation. Senate Bill 375 is a tool for reducing our GHG emissions because it addresses community design, transportation choices, and preserving our natural land.
If more people are able to walk and get out of their vehicles, we will reduce miles driven and petroleum consumption, we will improve air quality and reduce the negative impacts on climate change, and we will improve people’s health and community connectedness. By reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) through improved community design, smart growth, and implementing more active forms of transportation, such as walking, bicycling, and walking to public transit, we will create local jobs for people and improve public health. For example, the Sacramento Area Council of Governments’ (SACOG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) shows that the region’s share of jobs will increase from 6 percent in 2008 to 6.2 percent in 2020 and to 6.6% in 2035.
 
The
 Bay Area estimates that their draft SCS will reduce premature deaths due to fine particulate matter by 73%.
 However, while SACOG has passed its SCS, which meets or exceeds the GHG targets set by ARB, implementation of this plan is not guaranteed..
One major barrier to implementing this plan is the lack of funding allocated for public transportation.
 The Cap-and-Trade revenues should be used to expand and improve public transportation, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities and infrastructure. These investments should be focused in already developed areas, especially along highly congested corridors, in low income communities, and small walkable communities in rural areas. This will allow us to reduce the number of vehicles on freeways and near major roadways, thus reducing traffic congestion and air pollution and improve air quality for the people living, working and going to school near these major roadways. Focusing on current transit and developed areas will allow us to preserve our natural land. To maximize ridership and GHG reductions, funds should be allocated to local and regional agencies to plan and build mixed-use, walkable communities around transit. Funding from the Cap-and-Trade program would make a great investment toward the goals of SB 375
Please do not let the health of our communities suffer. Investing in improved community design, public transportation, including bicycling and walking, and creating local employment opportunities through these efforts will enable California to achieve its GHG emission reduction goals and ensure that all Californians have a sustainable future. WALKSacramento urges you to invest the Cap-and-Trade revenue toward these efforts and looks forward to work with the ARB on this effort.

Sincerely,

Terry Preston, Complete Streets Coordinator
WALKSacramento
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�I changed this to SACOG, but let me know if you want me to switch it back to SCAG.


�Keep the SACOG reference if the footnote stat reflects SACOG’s plan.





