June 3, 2011
James Goldstene, Executive Officer

California Air Resources Board

1001 “I” Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA  95812

Dear Mr. Goldstene:

We write on behalf of the Natural Resources Defense Council, Union of Concerned Scientists, American Lung Association in California, Coalition for Clean Air, Medical Advocates for Healthy Air, Environmental Defense Fund, Environmental Health Coalition, Regional Asthma Management and Prevention, Community Action to Fight Asthma, and our hundreds of thousands of California members in support of several key changes to the proposed amendments to the “truck and bus” and “drayage truck” regulations adopted in December 2010. We believe that these changes protect children’s health, and provide greater health benefits to disproportionately impacted communities near ports and major trucking thoroughfares.  Specifically, we strongly support the following changes:
1. Removal of the exemption for lighter school buses, providing consistency in health protections afforded to all children who ride school buses.
2. Retaining the Phase 2 clean up provisions for drayage trucks, providing relief from excessive truck emissions in port communities.

3. Extending earlier clean up requirements including PM filters by 2012 for model year 1996 and 1997 trucks, which make up a significant portion of the truck fleet and lack modern pollution controls.
We appreciate the efforts of staff and board members to maintain most of the health benefits of these important regulations, particularly for vulnerable populations.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these changes.

Sincerely, 

Diane Bailey
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Kevin D. Hamilton, BS, RRT, RCP
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