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July 17, 2007
Mary Nichols, Chairwoman and Members of the Board

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street, P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA  95812

RE: Continued Support for Proposed Regulation for In-Use Off-Road Diesel Vehicles

Dear Chairwoman Nichols and Board Members:

We are writing to you on behalf of the above named organizations with our continued strong support for the proposed control measure for off-road in-use heavy-duty diesel vehicles.  We urge you to strengthen and adopt this measure at the July board hearing to help ensure the right of all Californians to breathe safe and healthy air. 
As stated in our previously submitted comments, adoption of the proposed regulation to clean up the second largest source of diesel pollution in the state is a public health priority.  The fine particulates and nitrogen oxides emitted in our neighborhoods from this equipment are responsible for serious health impacts, including hospital visits for hearth and lung disease, bronchitis, asthma attacks, cancer, and premature death.  The economic cost of this pollution is estimated at 9 billion dollars annually.  California can not afford to wait any longer to begin cleaning up this equipment, especially when cleaner technologies are available today. Following are our suggestions for strengthening and improving the regulation:
1) Increase NOx reductions, especially in the South Coast and San Joaquin Valley

We continue to ask for greater nitrogen oxide reductions to help meet clean air deadlines in the most polluted areas of our state.  For example, the South Coast and the San Joaquin Valley continue to struggle to meet health protective air quality standards.  ARB must ensure that the level of reductions from this rule is consistent with regional air pollution needs.  These needs could be partially met through more stringent NOx fleet averages and fewer exemptions to turnover and retrofit requirements.   
2) Sunset low-use exemption

Close a loophole by adopting a sunset to the low-use exemption for the oldest dirtiest equipment by 2015.

3) Critical follow-up tasks to ensure strong implementation

· Develop specific recommendations and guidelines for local governments and air districts, over the next 3 to 6 months, to assist them in protecting sensitive populations from diesel emissions at or near construction sites and preventing toxic hot spots. 

· Develop a robust diesel regulation enforcement plan to ensure that regular and consistent enforcement, including equipment inspections, are carried out and seek additional funding to expand staff enforcement efforts. 

As further evidence of additional support from across the entire state for reducing diesel emissions from construction pollution, please find attached editorials from California newspapers including the LA Times, Sacramento Bee, San Francisco Chronicle, Press Enterprise, and Bakersfield Californian.   
To protect communities throughout California and the health of workers exposed to off-road diesel equipment, we urge you to adopt the strongest possible regulation without further delay. 
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