November 24, 2010

Attention:  Clerk of the Board, California Air Resources Board

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Second 15-Day Change Notices for the Modified Regulation Orders for both the PERP Regulation and the Portable Engine ATCM, posted November 10, 2010.  As an affected organization, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) supports several of the changes that the California Air Resources Board (ARB) is proposing that will help provide regulatory relief to portable equipment owners.  To facilitate this goal, Metropolitan is submitting the following comments:

Modified Regulation Order for both the PERP Regulation

1. § 2451. Applicability. (c) (9) – the amendments are proposing to delete the allowance for use of CARB registered portable generators for “…operations where the voltage, frequency, or electrical current requirements can only be supplied by a portable generator, or remote operations where grid power is unavailable.”  This is a significant change to the PERP regulation which seems to extend beyond the nature of the modifications being considered during this 15-day comment period.  A key use of portable generators is to provide primary or supplemental power during operations where grid power is unavailable due to various circumstances, such as in remote locations, public right-of-ways, or construction sites. For example, Metropolitan’s portable generators are used for work along our widespread distribution lines where grid power is not available.  Therefore, we ask that this existing provision be retained in the regulation to allow users the continued flexibility to respond to power needs under these various circumstances.
2. § 2453. Application Process. (f) – the proposed option for electronic notification will help expedite the registration process, and reduce overall resources required to issue the final registrations. To further improve the process, we ask that additional wording be included that allows the unit to be operated once the electronic registration is received and placed with the unit.  The operating and recordkeeping conditions would be immediately implemented, and when the registration identification device is received in the mail, it would then be affixed to the unit. This is consistent with our prior comments to the first 15-Day Change Notice for the PERP regulation.
3. § 2458. Recordkeeping and Reporting. (2) (a) (D) – the proposed recordkeeping requirements for equipment units would require location records to be kept when the equipment is taken out of storage and moved to a new location for operation, when the equipment is operated, and when the equipment is taken back to storage.  Requiring this information is contrary to the efforts to streamline the regulations and decrease the regulatory burden on portable equipment owners.  For Metropolitan, depending on the type of project (e.g., shutdown, emergency repairs, maintenance), equipment units are taken from a storage area located at one of our main facilities (which is identified in the cover letter accompanying the registration application). The equipment is then brought onto a job site for immediate use, or as part of the staging process for later use when required by the activity, and then returned to the original storage location.  To help simplify the process, we ask that the location recordkeeping requirements be for “…the specific location where the registered equipment unit is operated (i.e., street address and city; or county and UTM coordinates; or other location indicator).”  
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4. § 2458. Recordkeeping and Reporting. (2) (a) (E) – the proposed recordkeeping requirements for registered engines require that “…the specific location where the registered engine is located …shall be recorded no less than once a month.”  For PEPS, this requirement would be applicable to non-certified Tier 0 engines, which are limited to operating 80 hours or less per year, making the monthly recordkeeping requirement excessive. Therefore, relative to the PEPS recordkeeping, we ask that the location recordkeeping requirement be limited to when the unit is operated.
5. § 2458. Recordkeeping and Reporting. (b) (5) – we ask that the proposed recordkeeping requirements for renters of registered engines or equipment units be similarly modified as described in items 2 and 3 above (i.e., that the location recordkeeping requirement be for when the unit is operated).
6. § 2458. Recordkeeping and Reporting. (b) former section (g) – the PEPS annual reporting requirements for registered engines and equipment units are proposed to be deleted from the regulation.  We appreciate this proposed change which will have a positive impact in decreasing regulatory burden. 
Modified Regulation Order for the Portable Engine ATCM

1. § 93116.3 Requirements. (b) – the proposed changes allow owners of non-certified portable diesel-fueled engines that qualify as low-use engines the options of committing “…by December 31, 2011 to removing these engines from service or replacing these engines no later than January 1, 2017.  The replacement engines shall be certified to the most stringent of either the federal or California emission standards for the appropriate class and category of nonroad engine in effect at the time of replacement.”  We support this proposed amendment which will provide affected industry the flexibility to replace the non-certified engines with cleaner, current tiered engines when needed, rather than waiting for Tier 4 replacements to become available.  We thank staff for considering industry’s concerns and proposing this approach that will benefit overall emissions in the long-run.  
Please contact Carol Kaufman at (213) 217-6207 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Carol Kaufman

Air Quality Program Manager

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

700 North Alameda Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-217-6207

FAX 213-217-6700

Cell 310-850-6105
