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CITY OF 

TORRANCE 

November 18, 200.8 

Ms. Mary Nichols 
Chair, California Air Resources Board 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

RE: City of Tomim;:e Communts on Air Re3011rce,;; Board Proposed $coping Pl~n 

Dear Chair Nichols: 

On beh111lf of the City of Torrance, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the California Air 
Resources Board's (CARB) Proposed Scoping Plan (Scoping Plan). 

The City of Torrance commends GARB for its dedication and effort to develop the proposed Scoping 
Plan as a key step forward toward implementing AB 32 and creating a more sustainable energy 
economy. 

The City, of Torrance is proud of the work we have done already on reducing our City's greenhOuse 
gas emissions (GHG emissions). The following outlines some of the action steps the City of 
Torrance has taken to reduce GHG emissions: 

Fuei Efficiency 

The City ofTorrance is currently installing a new fuel management software program that will more 
closely monitor individual vehicle fuel economy. This system will capture and analyze fuel usage 
data for each vehicle in the fleet This information will be linked directly to the City's fleet 
management software so that when a vehicle i;omes in for ooheduled maintenanoo, the technician 
can evaluate vehicle fuel economy against established standards. Where variances are noted, 
corrective action can be taken to correct the problem. 

Alternative Fuel Vehlcl!'§ 

The City of Torrance has in its fleet a number of vehicles that run on alternative tueis such as CNG, 
Propane and Electricity. These alternative fuels are constanUy evaluated against one 1.1nother so 
that when older vehicles are replaced staff can make informed decisions a~ to what fuel technology 
best suits the new replacement vehicle. 

BiodlKftl 

Torrance tias until very recently been using a 820 blend of biodiesel in its diesel fleet Unfortunately, 
the State Water Resources Beard recently passed regulations that prohibit the storage of biodlesel in 
underground fuel tanks (UGT). Until Underwriters Laboratories (UL) develops a fuel tank standard 
for bio fuels, the Water Board will not allow the City to store blodlesel in our UGTs. The City is 
currently exploring the possibility of installing an above ground fuel tank so 1tiat we can resume the 
use of biodiesel until the UGT Issue is resolved. 

,S031 Torrance 6oulevarQ • Torrance, California 90503 • lf!lephone 310/618-2801 

P. 02 



NOV-25-2008 TUE 08:15 PM CITY COUNCIL OFFICES 

Ms. Mary Ni~hols 
November 18, 2008 
Page2 of3 

FAX NO. 3106185841 

As the City replaces it!! light-<luty ·neet at the Bnd of each vehiclB's life cycle 
every effort ia made to replace the vehicle with a hybrid, provided the vehlela's intended use is 
compatible with this technology. 

B!l.lwflttlna Exhltlne DfeHI Ffegt with Partti:urate FIiters 
The City has spent over $400,000 thus far installing diesel particulate filters on existing diesel 
vehicles per CARI! regulation&. These devices have succeeded in reducing the City's particulate 
matter Bmisslons by oVBf 85%. 

Tom1ncp Ttll!llll 

The City's Transit Department Is currently on an extended plan to oomptell! a full hybrldization of our 
bus fleet of 52 vehicles. This greening effort will change out the current all-diesel fleet to gasoline• 
electric hybrid. 

in addition, th" Torrance Transit is involved with project$ to add rapid bus s1wice in a corridor from 
Redondo Beach to Long Beach and another project to add service on the Harbor Transtt way. Both 
of these projects wlll attract discretionary rtdere (those that have a choice of driving a car). 
Community oiroulalors are being developed to help reduce the number of local trips taken by cars. 

Development Jn\J Conaeryation of Loc@I Wat,r Bfll!!UJ'2111f 

The City's is making significant reductions in Imported water usage by dev11iopln9 mora local water 
sources; increasing recycle water use and demand reduction through conservation initiatives that will 
have a significant impact on achieving an overall decrease in carbon emissions. 

The use of additional recycled water supplies to replace potable imported water for induijlfial and 
landscape Irrigation purposes 1$ one method Implemented by the City of Torr,ance. Our projection 
indicates that recycled supplies will oompriae 25% of Torrance Municipal Water's (TMW$) totel 
demand within 10 years. 

Development of additional local potable water supply sources including new groundwater wel.ls and 
expansion of groundwater desalter is another method being implemented. Collectively local water 
supply s01Jrces ara proj..cted lo incrBase fro 1Q% of TMW:s resource mix lo 35% within 5 years. 

The City ofTorrance is initiating accelerated oonservation programs and initiatives which are 
projected lo reduce overall potable water demand by 10% within the next 5 years. 

SuHdlng Ptop,igure, 

The City Is reviewing bulldlng procedures to accommodate the new AB 32 regulations on energy 
Bfficiency in commercj~I and residential buildings, 

Gw,n WW• P!l01 Program Arps 

The City has implemented a pilot program to for the ool!ection of green waste to leaves, grass, green . 
plants, weeds , bush and garden trimmings, tree branch11s, wocd chips and other green waste Items. 
This program has been well received by our residents and will be expanded in the future. 
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While the City of Torrance is generally supportive of a number of programs and policies out1in11d in 
the Scoping Plan, n Is Cl'\lcial for state policymakers to take Into account th11 means necessary to 
achieve the goals. AB 32 requires that reductions in GHG emiSliions must achieve the maximum 
technolo9ically fe1111ible and cost effective reductions and for the CARB to "consider _the cost• 
effectivllness of theae regulations.• (HSC §38660) In addition, we believe that the scoping Plan 
appropriately allow the SB 375 process to develop regional transportation-related GHG targets. 
Implementations of the regional planning processes in SB 375 are new and largely untested. The 5 
MMT figure, while a place holder, nevertheless sets an appropriate benohmarn that helps assure that 
the state can achieve its overall 2020 goal. 

As both tha state and local governments are faced with critieal buuaet shortages, additional costs to 
heavily invest in GHG emission technologies in the next 2 lo 3 years will become more burdensome 
for local governments. While local governmenb. can influence development dealgn to a certain 
extent, the reality is that developers will only build projects that will ba purchased by willing 
customers and that are profitable. In order to effect the desired change, incentives must be provided 
to th11 development community aM loc:al agencies In order to encourage more development in aieas 
where the reductions in GHG emissions will be the grel'lle!it. The City of Torrance strongly 
11ncourage$ the CARB to conaider the$e limltations S$ It moves forward With the scoping Plan. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment This is a challenging task that is necessary to 
protect our envlronmen~ oonserve our reaourcas, and maintain a healthy lifestyle ;and to create new 
job5 and retain and grQW the economy, The City of Torrance lool<li forward 1o working with the CARB 
in the future. 

Frank Scotto 
Mayor 

/maw 

cc: Teresa Acosta, Le.,gu11 of CA Cities 
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