BOVINES AND GLOBAL WARMING: HOW THE COWS ARE
HEATING THINGS UP AND WHAT CAN BE DONE TO
CooL THEM DOWN

ALLISON N. HATCHETT

“If happiness truly consisted in physical ease and freedom from
care, then the happiest individual would not be either a man or a
woman. It would be, I think an American cow.™

INTRODUCTION

Cows generally lead very uninteresting lives, grazing day after
day until they are fit for human consumption, but one lucky Black
Angus named Lucy has been recruited to play an important role in
the fight against global warming.? Chewing passively in her
outdoor pen with a tube and canister securely fastened to her neck,
she is the subject of an ongoing study to reduce livestock gas
emissions.? Like Lucy, cows all over the world are tremendous
sources of methane, a chief component of greenhouse gases.*
Ruminant animals, such as cattle, sheep, buffalo, and goats, have
special digestive systems, allowing them to convert most unusable
plant material into a nourishing meal.® This beneficial digestive
system, however, causes them to expel methane, a powerful
greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming.®

* Allison Hatchett is a 2005 J.D. candidate attending the William and Mary
School of Law. Ms. Hatchett received a B.A. in Psychology and Cognitive Science
from the University of Virginia in 2002. She would like to thank Geoff Grivner
and the cast of Saturday Night Live for the inspiration to address this topic. She
would also like to thank her parents, Mike and Bonnie Hatchett, as well as Steve
Del Percio, for their love and support throughout law school.

! William Lyon Phelps, Happiness (New York, 1927), available at http://www.
twp-psychology.com/happiness.htm.

% Gary Polakovic, Getting the Cows to Cool It, L.A. TIMES, June 7, 2003, at A1,
available at http://www.physsci.uci.edu/news/entries/2003067.html.
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Livestock gas emissions pose a significant threat to the
environment due to today’s industry-like animal raising opera-
tions. After World War II, farm life shifted dramatically from
quaint family-owned operations that raised modest amounts of
crops and animals and recycled wastes back to the land.” Today,
farms dominate 930 million acres in the United States,® which
boasts a cow population equivalent to two cows for every five
people.? Large-scale livestock production operations are responsi-
ble for twenty-five percent of methane emissions in the United
States' and produce other greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide and nitrous oxide.

Carbon dioxide, the focus of the global warming debate, is
emitted in considerably larger amounts than methane, but
methane is nearly “fifty times more effective at warming the
planet.”? Compared to a reduction of carbon dioxide, efforts to
reduce methane emissions can provide more immediate benefits
because methane molecules break down faster than carbon dioxide
molecules.!® Although research efforts have yielded promising feed
additives designed to reduce methane emissions, and studies show
that alternative operating methods can also cut down on green-
house gas production, farmers are unlikely to consider 1mp1ement-
ing such improvements unless given proper incentives to do so.!

" Holly Cheever, DVM, Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations: The Bigger
Picture, 5 ALB. L. ENVTL. OUTLOOK 43, 43 (2000).

8 J.B. Ruhl, Farms, Their Environmental Harms, and Environmental Law, 27
EcoLoGY L.Q. 263, 273 (2000).

® Polakovic, supra note 2.

19 1d; see also Methane: Sources and Emissions, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, at http://www.epa.gov/methane/sources.html (last visited Apr. 4, 2005).
1 puminant Livestock, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, at http:/www.
epa.gov/rlep/index.html (last visited Apr. 2, 2005).

12 QGreenhouse Gases: The Overlooked Sources, Science Friday, (Dec. 5, 1997), at
http://www.sciencefriday.com/pages/1997/Dec/hourl_120597.html.

13 Seranne Howis, Cow Flatulence: A Significant Contributor to Global Warming
or Just a Lot of Hot Air?, available at http://rucus.ru.ac.za/~wolfman/Essays/
Cow .html (last visited Feb. 5, 2005).

% See infra Parts IV-V.
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In addition to global warming, the livestock industry is a
major contributor to the pollution and depletion of the planet’s
water supply, deforestation, soil erosion, and world hunger.*
Astoundingly, despite the irreparable damage inflicted, the
livestock industry has successfully escaped strict environmental
regulation.'® Although factory farms harm the environment in
countless ways, the current regulatory model is very broad and
seeks to control each aspect of pollution separately, allowing
farmers to legally use outdated, harmful production methods."

Part I of this Note addresses global climate change concerns
and the significant contribution of the livestock industry to
increased greenhouse gas emissions. Part IT highlights the results
of domestic and international research on curbing livestock
methane emissions. Other considerable environmental damage,
including soil erosion, deforestation, and depletion of water
resources caused by the livestock industry are examined in Part
III. Part IV focuses on the inefficiency of current federal regula-
tions when applied to factory farm operations. Finally, Part V
emphasizes the need for comprehensive, industry-specific regula-
tions at both the federal and state level and the importance of
incentives to encourage farmers to implement alternative methods
to alleviate the harms associated with livestock production.

I. GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY
A. What are the Dangers of Global Warming?

Greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, methane, and
nitrous oxide, have always existed in the Earth’s atmosphere,
allowing solar radiation to enter the atmosphere and be absorbed
by the Earth’s surface.'® The solar energy is converted to heat,
which rises from the surface and hits the gaseous molecules,
reflecting some of the heat back toward the surface and warming

15 See infra Part I11.

16 Ruhl, supra note 8, at 267-68.

17 See infra Part IV.

'® JEREMY RIFKIN, BEYOND BEEF 223-24 (1992).

HeinOnline -- 29 Wn & Mary Envtl. L. & Pol’y Rev. 769 2004-2005



770 WM. & MARY ENVTL. L. & POL’Y REV. [Vol. 29:767

the planet.’® The greenhouse effect is therefore essential to sustain
life on the planet by ensuring a warm temperature.”® Without
greenhzczuse gases, the Earth would be approximately sixty degrees
colder.

Unfortunately, industrialization has caused the release of
increased amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere,
blocking the release of heat from the Earth and resulting in global
warming.” The Earth’s mean temperature has remained fairly
constant since the last Ice Age, varying only 3.6 degrees Fahren-
heit over the last 18,000 years.?® However, because of the release
of enormous amounts of greenhouse gases today, scientists predict
a four- to nine-degree temperature rise over the next fifty years.**
“A temperature change of this magnitude is likely to plunge the
world’s ecosystems and human civilization into the throes of an
unprecedented crisis.”

1. Health

The most direct effects of global warming on human health
will stem from rising temperatures.? Studies show that most parts
of the United States have already warmed, some by as much as
four degrees Fahrenheit.”” Heat waves boost death and illness
rates, particularly among the elderly, infants, and individuals with

1

¥ Id. at 224. :

2 Id.

L Climate Change: The Greenhouse Effect, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, at http:/yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/UniqueKeyLookup/
SHSU5BUMQ9/$File/greenhouseeffect.pdf (last visited Apr. 2, 2005).

22 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 224,

B Id. at 227.

“Id.

BId.

% Global Warming - Impacts: Health, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, at
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/ImpactsHealth.html (last
visited Apr. 2, 2005) [hereinafter Health Impacts].

¥ The Consequences of Global Warming, Natural Resources Defense Council, at
http://www.nrdc.org/globalwarming/fcons.asp (last visited Apr. 2, 2005).
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cardiovascular disorders.? The dangers associated with heat waves
should not be taken lightly. A heat wave in Chicago killed more
than 700 people in 1995, and research shows that a mere two-
degree temperature increase in Atlanta may cause the number of
heat-zrgelated deaths to rise from 78 per year to as many as 247 per
year.

Higher temperatures also increase the concentration of
ground-level ozone, which, unlike the protective nature of atmo-
spheric ozone, is a powerful pollutant.?® Ozone causes lung damage
and is particularly harmful to people with asthma and other
respiratory conditions.?! It can also cause nausea, chest pains, and
pulmonary congestion in healthy individuals.® A temperature
increase of four degrees Fahrenheit could elevate ozone concentra-
tions by five percent.*

An increase of infectious diseases is another possible result
of rising temperatures.® Scientists predict that diseases that
currently exist only in warmer climates, such as malaria, dengue
fever, yellow fever, and encephalitis, may become more prevalent.®

2. Decreasing Water Supply

Rising temperatures will affect both precipitation and
evaporation throughout the United States.’® Greater evaporation
could cause a greater likelihood of drought and lower the water
levels of rivers and lakes.*” This “evaporation, particularly during

8 Health Impacts, supra note 26.

®Id.

®Id.

u1d.

21d.

B1d.

% Health Impacts, supra note 26.

¥ 1d.

% Global Warming - Impacts: Water, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, at
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/ImpactsWaterResource
s.html (last visited Feb. 5, 2003) [hereinafter Water Impacts].

% The Consequences of Global Warming, supre note 27; see also Water Impacts,
supra note 36.
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summer and fall, could exacerbate [existing] drought conditions
and increase the risk of wildfires.”®® Some areas may even
experience flooding during the winter and spring and drought in
the summer months.*

Several warning signs suggest that this process has already
begun.*’ Between 1999 and 2002, the United States experienced
one of the most widespread droughts in forty years.*' In 1998 and
1999, several states in the far north and far south experienced
their driest summers in over one hundred years.*”” In addition,
seven million acres in the western United States burned in 2002,
marking that area’s “second worst wildfire season in the last fifty
years.”®? Other states had considerable dry seasons, resulting in

severe dust storms and wildfires.*
3. Rising Sea Levels

Warmer temperatures are expected to raise sea levels as a
result of expanding ocean waters and partial melting of glaciers
and ice caps.? Rising sea levels can lead to intensified flooding,
beach erosion, lowland and wetland submersion, and increased
salinity of brackish and fresh water bodies, including groundwater
tables.* According to the Environmental Protection Agency
(“EPA”), “a two foot rise in sea level could eliminate 17-43 percent
of US wetlands . . . with more than half of the loss taking place in

% The Consequences of Global Warming, supra note 27; see also Water Impacts,
supra note 36 (explaining that rainfall tends to be concentrated during heavy
storms that occur when temperatures rise, thereby increasing flooding but not
the available water supply).

% Water Impacts, supra note 36.

% The Consequences of Global Warming, supra note 27,

41

“1q

B Id.

“Id.

“Id.

¢ Global Warming - Impacts: Coastal Zone, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/Impacts
CoastalZones.html (last visited Apr. 2, 2005) [hereinafter Coastal Zone Impacts].
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Louisiana alone.”’ Such a rise would also destroy roughly 10,000
square miles of land, which is equal to the areas of Massachusetts
and Delaware combined.*

The effects of rising seas may be noticed more immediately at
beaches, which are eroding at a rate of one to four feet per year.*®
Research suggests that at this rate, “about 25 percent of all
buildings within 500 feet of the U.S. coastline will be taken by
erosion in the next 60 years.”’

Flooding of low lying coastal areas is likely to intensify
dramatically with even a small sea-level increase.”® A Federal
Emergency Management Agency report estimated that with a
mere one-foot rise, the 100-year flood plain would expand by 3500
square miles and flood damages would increase by as much as
fifty-eight percent.’® Scientists note that the sea-level is currently
rising three times faster than in the past and will have risen
between nineteen and thirty-seven inches by 2100.%

4. Ecosystems

Regional ecosystems will feel the largest impact.>* Many
forests are expected to die early in the twenty-first century because
they “will not be able to migrate fast enough to keep up with the
shift in their temperature range.”® A similar problem exists in
aquatic ecosystems because of species’ sensitivity to floods,
drought, and temperature.”® Warmer waters will alter the geo-
graphic distribution of aquatic plants and animals and may lead

“1d.

“Id.

“Id.

%0 Id.

%1 Id. This happens because “a higher sea level raises the flood level from a storm
of a given severity.” Coastal Zone Impacts, supra note 46.

21d.

% The Consequences of Global Warming, supra note 27.

5 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 228.

®Id.

% Press Release, Pew Center, Climate Change Threatens Health of America’s
Lakes, Streams, Rivers and Wetlands (Jan. 29, 2002), at http//www.
pewclimate.org/press_room/sub_press_room/2002_releases/pr_aquatic.cfm.
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to a disruption of reproduction.’” A five-degree temperature
increase could devastate trout and salmon populations, which
require cool water for survival.®® Coral reefs are currently experi-
encing coral bleaching, whereby their complex biological system is
broken down by heat absorbed from the warming water.”® Twenty-
seven percent of coral reefs have already died, and by 2020, the
water may be warm enough to eliminate them entirely.®

B. Fun Flatulence Facts

The principal focus of the global warming fight has been the
reduction of carbon dioxide, the most prevalent greenhouse gas.®'
Carbon dioxide is responsible for the greatest percentage of the
global warming problem, but methane is much more effective at
trapping heat, and thus presents more of a problem.®® In addition,
reducing methane emissions may have a more immediate impact
on the greenhouse effect.®* Atmospheric methane is able to break
down within a decade, whereas carbon dioxide can linger for more
than a century.®

Ruminant animals, such as cattle, sheep, buffalo, and goats,
comprise a significant source of methane emissions throughout the
world.® “Each animal has a four-chambered stomach, including a

S Id. :

5 Global Warming & Energy: Aquatic Ecosystems, Sierra Club, at http.//www.
sierraclub. org/globalwarming/habitat/aquatic.asp (last visited Apr. 2, 2005).
®Id.

0Id. _

1 Greenhouse Gases: The Overlooked Sources, supra note 12.

% Howis, supra note 13; see also Greenhouse Gases: The Overlooked Sources,
supra note 12 (“Two hundred times as much carbon dioxide as methane is
emitted each year, but molecule for molecule, methane is about fifty times more
effective at warming the planet.”).

% Howis, supra note 13.

8 Id.; see also Breath Mints for Cows, CBS NEWS, June 13, 2003, available at
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/06/13/tech/main558572.shtml (“Methane’s
lifetime in the atmosphere is about 10 to 12 years, compared to 50 to 200 years
for carbon dioxide. Focusing on reducing methane would provide quicker benefits
to reducing the greenhouse gases.”).

% Polakovic, supra note 2.
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large forestomach called a rumen, where the hard work of diges-
tion takes place.”® Because of their special digestive systems, cows
can digest fibrous plants, allowing them to find nourishment in
many different environments and making them easy to raise.®’
Unfortunately, cows experience chronic indigestion—repeatedly
regurgitating and re-chewing and swallowing their food.®® During
each trip to the rumen, the food absorbs fungi, protozoa, and
bacteria.® Methanogenic bacteria,’® which feed on hydrogen, cause
methane to be expelled whenever the cow spits out its cud.” This
process, known as enteric fermentation, produces a considerable
amount of methane through exhalation.” An average cow produces
about 600 liters of methane each day, which is enough to fill 400
party balloons.” This may not appear to be a significant amount
by itself, but now that production of cattle has doubled in the last
thirty years,” cow exhalations constitute twenty-five percent of
U.S. methane emissions.” The number of cows in the United
States has increased so much that there are now two animals for
every five people.” Each of the 1.3 billion cows that roam Ameri-
can fields today™ exhales roughly 219,000 liters of methane per
year,” bringing the total cow emissions to over 300 trillion liters
per year.” Breath mints, anyone?

% Id.

% Id.,

8 Id.

8 Id.

" PETERJ. VAN SOEST, NUTRITIONAL ECOLOGY OF THE RUMINANT, 278-79 (2d ed.
1994).

" Polakovic, supra note 2.

2 Id.

" David Adam, How Much Brown Cow?, NATURE, Sept. 5, 2000.

™ Polakovic, supra note 2.

"® Methane: Sources and Emissions, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, at
http://www.epa.gov/imethane/sources.html (last visited Apr. 4, 2005) (illustrating
that enteric fermentation accounts for nineteen percent of methane emissions
and livestock manure constitutes six percent of such emissions).

"6 Polakovic, supra note 2.

"Id.

"™ 600 liters per day x 365 days a year = 219,000 liters per year.

7 1.3 billion cows x 219,000 liters per year = 300 trillion liters per year.
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C. How is Methane from Cows Measured?

The rate of methane expulsion from a cow is measured by a
sulfur hexafluoride (“SF6”)trace technique.®® A permeation device
that releases SF6 is placed in the cow’s rumen and a sampling
device collects air from the cow’s nose and mouth over an extended
period of time.®’ The device consists of a halter fitted across the
head, a PVC yoke around the neck, a capillary tube for air
transfer, and a gas dilution system.® The SF6 accounts for the
dilution of expelled gases when they mix with outside air.®® Once
the device is removed from the cow, the device is connected to the
dilution system where pressure is recorded and the dilution factor
is calculated.?* Assuming that SF6 and methane are emitted at the
samerate, their dilution rates are identical®® and the concentration
of each is measured using gas chromotography.*® The methane
emission rate is then calculated from the measured concentrations
and the known release rate of SF6.*

This method can also be used to measure the methane rates
for an entire barn full of cows without the complex fitting devices.

8 Methane Measurements from Ruminants: The SF6 Technique, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, slide 2, at http://www.epa.gov/rlep/presentation/
sld002.htm (last visited Feb. 5, 2003) [hereinafter Methane Measurements].

8 Id. at slide 3.

8 Id.

8 Id. at slide 26.

8 Id. at slide 24.

8 Id. at slide 26.

8 Methane Measurements, supra note 80, at slide 25. Gas chromatography is a
technique used to separate volatile gases to determine the amount of each gas
in the sample. A carrier gas is introduced into the system along with a sample
of the gases to be separated. Each gas in the mixture is transported by the
carrier gas through the column at a rate determined by its physical properties.
As each gas exits the column, it enters a heated detector which produces an
electric signal upon interaction with the gas. This signal is plotted against the
elapsed time to produce a chromatogram. The amount of each gas is identified
by the size of the peak on the chromatogram. What is Gas Chromatography?,
Agilent Technologies, at http://www.chem.agilent.com/cag/cabuw/whatisgc.htm
(last visited Apr. 3, 2005).

8" Methane Measurements, supra note 80, at slide 26.
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One such test was conducted by releasing SF6 into a barn with
ninety cows and measuring the methane content thirty meters
downwind from the barn.®® However, cows produce one fifth more
methane when grazing outdoors,* therefore making the individ-
ual fitting device measurement a more accurate indicator of the
adverse effects that 1.3 billion outdoor grazing cows will have on
the environment.

II. DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL METHANE RESEARCH
A. Methane Reducing Research in the United States

In 2000, University of Nebraska researchers decided to try to
reduce methane by blocking enzymes in the cow’s rumen that
produce the harmful gas.” The researchers patented a process by
which an enzyme-blocking compound would be added to cattle
feed.” Over 200 compounds were tested in order to find a formula
that would block the methane without harming the “beneficial
microbes in the cow’s rumen.”? Of the 200 studied, ten compounds
proved successful enough to undergo further testing on actual
rumen fluid.® Stephen Ragsdale, a biochemistry professor at the
University of Nebraska noted that “[o]f those [10 compounds],
about 20 to 30 percent are indeed doing what we expect them to do.
We’re honing in on what would be perfect.”

The compounds have not been tested in live animals, but
Ragsdale noted that when testing occurs, it will likely take place
“in an animal much smaller than a cow.”® The team goal is to

8 Adam, supra note 73.

8 Id. (explaining that an indoor cow produces about 542 liters of methane per
day, whereas an outdoor cow produces 600 liters).

% Breath Mints for Cows, supra note 64.

11d.

21d.

®Id.

% Id. “We’d probably go to sheep before cattle, and before sheep we may go to a
termite. They make a lot of methane.” Id. (quoting Stephen Ragsdale).

% Breath Mints for Cows, supra note 64.
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reduce methane emissions by about four percent, which would
help restore the balance between methane production and
attenuation.®® .

An additional benefit may stem from curtailing cattle methane
production.’” The Nebraska researchers believe that methane does
not benefit the cows, and as much as sixteen percent of feed is
actually wasted because it is converted to methane.” Therefore, by
reducing methane production, cattle could be fed less because they
could devote more of their energy to producing proteins, amino
acids and fat—*[a]ll the things that the livestock producer values
in their beef.”®

B. International Livestock Facts and Solutions
1. Brazil

Brazil holds the second largest number of cattle in the world,
boasting more than 160 million cows.'® The number of cows is
equivalent to its human population and, if the Brazilian cattle
industry’s productivity were not so low, would be “enough to
inundate the international market with beef and milk.”**! The
country’s portion of methane emissions could be reduced, given
that its large cattle population is not necessary to maintain
current levels of food production.’® For example, it is estimated
that one-fifth of the world’s current herd could sustain the current
demand for milk.*® Paulo Machado, professor at the University of
Sao Paulo’s School of Agronomy, notes that this would be possible
if Brazil could achieve the productivity levels of Australia and

% Id.

Id.

% Id.

% Id. (quoting Stephen Ragsdale).

190 Mario Osava, Cattle Contribute to Global Warming, TIERRAMERICA, Nov. 26,
2000, at http://www .tierramerica.net/2000/1126/acent.html.

101 Id

102 Id.

103 Id
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New Zealand.'® Armed with efficient breeds found in the United
States, “which produce seven tons of milk per animal per year,”
Brazil could survive with a dairy herd one-tenth its current size.'®
Because the cattle population needs to be reduced, research on feed
additives that reduce pollution and improve the efficiency of cattle
production seems imperative for Brazil’s agricultural future.

2. India

India, with the world’s largest livestock population, faces a
similar problem.'”® The nation’s “National Dairy Development
Board has estimated that with better feed, the cattle population
in India could be reduced from 300 million to 120 million without
affecting production.”” India’s experimentation with new feed
supplements, the India Dairy Project, has determined that low-
cost molasses-urea products (“MUPs”) are effective in reducing
methane emissions as well as increasing dairy production.'®
Studies showed that introducing the MUPs into a cow’s diet
resulted in higher levels of milk and butterfat production'® and
reduced methane emissions by “70 percent per unit product.”**
Additional research notes that consumption of MUPs can facilitate
increased weight gain, reduced fodder waste, enhanced reproduc-
tion, and improved overall animal health.'"

104 1d.

105 Id-

1% Osava, supra note 100.

7 Greenhouse Gases: The Overlooked Sources, supra note 12.

198 Programs and Strategy: India Dairy Project, EnterpriseWorks, at http:/www.
enterpriseworks.org/prog_profile_dairy_india.asp (last visited Apr. 3, 2005)
[hereinafter India Dairy Project].

109 Id

1% Project Highlights: India Dairy Project, Global Livestock Group, at http:/web.
archive.org/web/20030204073044/theglg.com/inb619~1.htm (last visited Apr. 4,
2005).

" See id.; India Dairy Project, supra note 108.

HeinOnline -- 29 Wn & Mary Envtl. L. & Pol’y Rev. 779 2004-2005



780 WM. & MARY ENVTL. L. & POL’Y REV. [Vol. 29:767

3. New Zealand

New Zealand’s 45 million sheep and 10 million cattle pose a
significant problem for the country’s fight against global
warming.'? This enormous livestock population constitutes fifty
percent of the country’s total greenhouse gas emissions and ninety
percent of its methane emissions.'® Such a dramatic environ-
mental effect has caused the government to do what farmers
consider the unthinkable—impose a livestock levy.'"* The levy,
affectionately referred to as the “fart tax,”''® charges farmers 72
cents per dairy cow, 54 cents per beef cow, and 9 cents per sheep
in order to fund research ($4.9 million worth) to identify methane
reducing methods.''® The Federated Farmers of New Zealand
introduced their new campaign, cleverly known as the Fight
Against Ridiculous Taxes (“FART”).!" Farmers are currently
gathering signatures to eliminate the tax, which they contend is
unconstitutional because it taxes only one group while the results
benefit the entire country.!’®

Fortunately for the government, the tax seems to have yielded
fruitful research. Researchers were aware that some plants reduce
the amount of methane an animal produces, but were not sure of
the source of the reduction.'® After collecting methane emissions
from Myrtle the cow, they were able to analyze the different effects
produced by various types of food.'?® Results indicate that plants

112 John Roach, New Zealand Tries to Cap Gaseous Sheep Burps, NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC NEWS, May 13, 2002, available at http://news.nationalgeographic.
com/news/2002/05/0509_020509_belch.html.

113 Id-

114 Ray Cooklis, New Zealand: Big Stink over Gas Tax, CINCINNATI ENQUIRER,
Aug. 22, 2003, available at http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2003/08/22/
editorial_memo22ray.html.

15 New Zealand Farmers Raise Stink Over “Fart Tax,” CBC NEWS, Sept. 8, 2003,
available at http://www.cbe.ca/stories/2003/09/05/fart_tax030905 [hereinafter
Fart Tax].

18 Cooklis, supra note 114..

Y7 Fart Tax, supra note 115.

18 Cooklis, supra note 114.

° Roach, supra note 112.

120 Id'
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high in condensed tannins (the chemicals that give red wine its
flavor) can reduce livestock emissions by sixteen percent.'?
Besides reducing methane emissions, condensed tannins prove
beneficial to livestock in many other ways, including increased
weight gain, improved milk production, and decreased internal
parasites and bloat.'*?

4. Australia

Australia’s 140 million sheep and cattle also produce high
levels of methane, constituting roughly one-seventh of the
country’s total greenhouse gas emissions.'® Interestingly, the
focus of Australian research has not centered on SF6 tracing
methods or new feed additives, but on kangaroos.'** “Down under”
cows and kangaroos dine on the same grass, but while farm
animals generate fifteen percent of Australia’s greenhouse gases,
kangaroos produce no methane.'* Kangaroo stomachs contain a
different type of bacteria that does not convert the hydrogen into
methane.'® Unsure of exactly what kangaroo stomachs do with
the hydrogen, scientists have isolated forty types of bacteria in
order to determine how each works in processing food.””” Once
the type responsible for methane suppression is identified, the
goal is to place the bacteria in cow rumens to yield non-polluting
cattle.'®® “As well as being more climate-friendly, the kangaroo
bacteria could be good news for farmers too by raising yields of
... milk and meat.”**

121 Id

122 Id

128 Howis, supra note 13.

124 Richard Black, Kangaroos Offer Clue to Global Warming, BBC NEWS, June 3,
2002, available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/2023371.stm.
125 Id

126 Id. (explaining that a possible reason for the difference is that, unlike cattle,
which only arrived from Europe two centuries ago, kangaroo have bacteria that
has evolved over millions of years and may be more efficient at processing
Australian grasses).

127 Id

128 Id

129 Id
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5. Conclusion

Through extensive research, many countries with large cow
populations have identified effective methods to reduce methane
productions. The most promising appears to be the new types of
feed additives, because poor diet is one cause of increased methane
production.'*® Problems arise, however, because cows in different
parts of the world have diverse nutritional deficiencies.”®" Each
country should therefore conduct its own research to develop
methane reducing additives and curb gas emissions from their
unique cow populations.

II1. OTHER WAYS LIVESTOCK THREATEN THE ENVIRONMENT

The farming business has undergone dramatic changes since
the traditional days of small, family-owned farms that raised a
variety of animals and crops.'* Countries which became wealthier
after World War II demanded more meat, and the race was on to
deliver the most meat for the greatest profit.'*® Beef became the
center of the American diet in the early 1950s, outselling pork for
the first time.'®* To meet the growing population’s desire for meat,
agriculture became industrialized and many small farmers were
forced to quit or learn to specialize in single animal operations.'®

Traditionally dominated by small businesses, farming has
developed into a large industry, occupying more than 930 million
acres of the United States.'*® The new farming “industry” focuses
on the production of one crop by utilizing assembly-line techniques

1% See supra notes 90-129.

181 Greenhouse Gases: The Overlooked Sources, supra note 12,

132 Cheever, supra note 7, at 43-44.

133 C. DAVID COATS, OLD MACDONALD’S FACTORY FARM 19 (1991).
134 Id.

135 Id

136 Ruhl, supra note 8, at 272.
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in order to increase profit margins.'*” It was actually the slaughter-
house, not Henry Ford, that first implemented the assembly line,
allowing workers to prepare an animal for food production as it
moved along a conveyor belt.'®

Today’s factory farms are favored by agricultural businessmen
because they greatly reduce expenditures on land and labor, two
of the largest agricultural expenses.'* The lives of the animals in
the factories, however, are far different from the happy cows and
chickens roaming the fields that are depicted in most children’s
books.'*® The animals no longer roam free, nor are they sustained
by land they occupy.'*! Instead, “they are kept in large numbers in
the smallest possible space, producing volumes of wastes calcu-
lated in the billions of tons and requiring specialized holding
systems that can be overwhelmed.”** Most dairy cows are never
allowed outside of their concrete confines and only see a grassy
field once—on the way to the slaughterhouse.'*

The cattle population today is so extraordinary that one
biologist stated, “an alien ecologist . . . might conclude that cattle
is the dominant animal species in our biosphere.”*** Together with
other ruminant livestock, cattle “graze one-half of the planet’s total
land area.”* Unlike the traditional small family farming methods
which allowed the environment to prosper, today’s agricultural
production leads to drastic environmental consequences.

137 Cheever, supra note 7, at 44.

138 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 119.

139 COATS, supra note 133, at 20.

140 1d. at 19.

141 Cheever, supra note 7, at 43-44.

42 1d. at 44.

143 COATS, supra note 133, at 54.

144 ALAN B. DURNING & HOLLY B. BROUGH, TAKING STOCK: ANIMAL FARMING AND
THE ENVIRONMENT 6 (1991) (quoting University of Georgia biologist David
Hamilton Wright) (citation omitted).

M5 1d. at 15.
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A. Water Resource Pollution and Depletion

Livestock production poses a considerable threat to the
pollution and depletion of water reserves.'* Organic waste, one of
the principal sources of water pollution, is produced by cattle at
an alarming rate.’*” U.S. livestock produce one million pounds of
excrement every four seconds and nearly two billion tons of
manure each year.'*® These enormous piles of excrement create
disastrous consequences for lakes and rivers located near feedlots
because the runoff is “ten to several hundred times more concen-
trated than raw domestic sewage.”*° In addition to animal waste,
farm runoff carries fertilizers, pesticides, sediments, and bacteria
into the water supply.’®®

Besides contaminating the nation’s lakes and streams, the
livestock industry is also draining water supplies “at a rate far
above sustainability.”*® The industry commands over half of the
total amount of water consumed in the country in order to provide
food and water to the animals.’ Some estimates suggest that the
amount of “water used to produce a pound of beef can be more than
a single person may use in taking showers for an entire year.”'*

B. Human Starvation

Two hundred years ago, Thomas Malthus wrote: “the power
of population is indefinitely greater than the power of the earth to
produce subsistence for man.”** In his view, war, disease, and
starvation are inevitable events to ensure a balance between the

16 Robert H. Smith, Livestock Production: The Unsustainable Environmental
and Economic Effects of an Industry Out of Control, 4 BUFF. ENVTL. L.J. 45, 48
(1996).

¥ Id. at 52.

8 Id. at 52-53.

19 Jd. at 53 (quoting Dr. Harold Bernard, an agricultural expert for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency) (citation omitted).

1% Ruhl, supra note 8, at 288.

%1 Smith, supra note 146, at 48.

152 Id. at 49.

153 Id

154 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 157.
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population and the ability of the land to sustain it.'*® The popula-
tion today is estimated to double within the next sixty years and
there are great concerns about the availability of resources to feed
the human race.’™ According to the World Health Organization,
1.3 billion people currently suffer from chronic hunger.'”’

The modern farming industry is one of the major contributing
factors to world hunger.’® Over seventy percent of the grain
produced in the United States is used to feed livestock.” Cows
waste most of the feed, however, because of their inefficiency in
converting the grain into beef.’® In addition, most of the beef that
is produced from the grain-fed animals goes to feed the wealthy,
robbing the poor of grain that is essential to their survival.’®
Today, 157 million tons of grain and other crops are fed to live-
stock, which yield only 28 million tons of meat, poultry, and
eggs.'® 129 million tons of grain and soybeans are therefore
wasted and unavailable for human consumption.’® One food
economist estimates that if converted into cash, the wasted grain
“would be worth approximately $20 billion and if converted to
human use could provide ‘the equivalent of one cup of grain for
every single human being on earth every day for a year.”'®

C. Loss of Rainforests and Deforestation

Cattle production is also a leading cause of deforestation.'®®
Rainforests, which “act as the lungs of Earth,” are constantly

165 Id

156 Id. at 158-59.

57 Id. at 177.

158 Id. at 159,

159 Id. at 160.

180 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 160 (noting that only eleven percent of feed is
actually used to produce beef and the rest is used to maintain normal bodily
functions or is burned off as energy).

181 Id. at 159.

162 Id. at 161.

163 Id

164 Id. (quoting food economist Frances Moore Lappé) (citation omitted).

165 Smith, supra note 146, at 53.
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destroyed in order to provide additional land for cattle pro-
duction.'®® Twenty-five percent of Central America’s rainforest and
40,000 square miles of the Amazon rain forest have been cleared
since the 1960s to make room for more cattle.’®” In Panama and
Costa Rica, where pasture now constitutes seventy percent of the
deforested land, ranchers employ backhanded methods to acquire
additional farm land.'®® Peasants in Panama are paid to clear
forests and ranchers in Costa Rica engage in “fence creeping,”
extending their fences further and further into national parks.'®

Deforestation is yet another method by which cows contribute
to the global warming problem.” Removing and burning trees to
make room for pastureland releases both carbon dioxide and
methane into the atmosphere and leaves fewer trees to convert
the carbon dioxide back into oxygen.'™

Destruction of rainforests is not only harmful to the atmo-
sphere; it also threatens the extinction of many endangered
species.'™ “The tropical forests cover only 7% of the Earth’s land
area, yet it is quite possible that they contain perhaps half of the
Earth’s species.”” In addition to a diverse population of mammals,
birds, reptiles, and insects, an average 100 acre area in the
Amazon contains approximately 300 to 500 plant species and
thousands of micro-organisms yet to be discovered.'™

D. Desertification
Cattle grazing also damages U.S. rangelands by turning

productive areas into deserts.'” The livestock industry is the
primary cause of desertification, which is becoming more prevalent

1% Id. at 53-56.

187 Id. at 54-56.

18 DURNING & BROUGH, supra note 144, at 25.
169 Id

10 Cheever, supra note 7, at 44.

171 Id‘

1”2 Smith, supra note 146, at 54.

173 Id.

1" DURNING & BROUGH, supra note 144, at 26.
% Smith, supra note 146, at 58-59.
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throughout the world.'™ A single cow consumes 900 pounds of
vegetation per month while simultaneously compacting the soil
with twenty-four pounds of pressure per square inch.'”” The
relentless hoof-pounding leaves the land unable to absorb water
and increases susceptibility to wind and rain erosion.'”® “Each year
52 million acres of 1and, an area equivalent to the size of Kansas,
are eroded so severely by desertification that they are rendered
unproductive for virtually any use.”’”™ In the western United
States, approximately 430 million acres of land have experienced
a twenty-five to fifty percent drop in productivity.'® Six of the
seven billion tons of soil eroded each year may be attributed to the
livestock industry.'® This creates a serious problem because of
slow soil regrowth—it takes between 200 and 1000 years for an
inch of topsoil to accumulate.'®® Furthermore, every inch lost
reduces grain production by six percent.'® It is estimated that soil
erosion and runoff cost the United States more than $44 billion a
year, an environmental debt which future generations must
bear.'® '

E. Depletion of Fossil Fuels

Nearly half of America’s agricultural energy is consumed by
the livestock industry.’® The equivalent of one gallon of fuel is
expended to produce one pound of beef and more than 260 gallons
are needed to provide beef for an average family of four.’®® This
sizable use of fuel discharges 2.86 tons of carbon dioxide—more

176 Id. at 59.

177 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 204.
178 Id

179 Smith, supra note 146, at 59.
180 Id

181 Id. at 60.

182 RIFKIN, supra note 18, at 202.
183 Id.

184 Id. at 203.

185 Smith, supra note 146, at 61.
188 Id. at 61-62.
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than an average car emits in a six month period.'®” “As fossil fuel
reserves continue to decline, it is inevitable that the actual cost of
livestock production will continue to climb both in terms of
economic inputs and environmental damage.”*®®

IV. THE INEFFICIENCY OF CURRENT FEDERAL AND STATE
REGULATIONS—WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

A. Increased Efficiency of the Cattle Industry

As research in both the United States and in other countries
suggests, improvements in feeding not only yield substantial
methane reductions, but also higher levels of animal productiv-
ity.’® Furthermore, taking advantage of better feed alternatives is
economically beneficial to farmers due to the low-cost of feed
supplements and the increased net profit per cow.*® Cows lose up
to six percent of the food they eat through producing and expelling
methane.'! Utilizing methods to keep this weight on the cow
rather than in the air we breathe will lead to increased production
as well as a cleaner environment.'* EPA notes that increasing the
efficiency of livestock production over a thirty year period has
reduced methane emissions by 170,000 tons while producing ten
million more tons of milk.'*?

Cattle ranchers and farmers have admitted that they pay
little attention to problems associated with methane emissions.'*
Currently, no regulations or industry practices exist that require
or provide incentives for livestock producers to engage in environ-
mentally friendly practices.'” Perhaps educating farmers about

¥7Id. at 62.

18 Id.

1% See supra Part I1.

180 Id

191 polakovic, supra note 2.

192 Id.

198 CHRISTINA WO0OD & CALLIE K. KNIPMEYER, GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP BY RUMINANT LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS 10 (1998),
available at http://www.epa.gov/methane/pdfs/ffa.pdf.

1% Polakovic, supra note 2.

195 Id

HeinOnline -- 29 Wn & Mary Envtl. L. & Pol’y Rev. 788 2004-2005



2005] BOVINES AND GLOBAL WARMING 789

the economic benefits of methane-reducing feed alternatives and
improved livestock managing practices would encourage them to
join the fight against global warming and promote a cleaner Earth
for everyone.

B. The Need for Better Regulations

Although the livestock industry is one of the biggest threats
to the environment, it has continually escaped environmental
regulation.'® Instead, Western nations spend billions of dollars to
support the industry, providing livestock producers with subsidies
and special favors'® that allow their large industries to expand.'®®
Although these support programs “are designed to promote self-
sufficiency in food production, to raise farmers’ incomes, and to
aid rural communities,” they have actually led to an increase in
“intensive forms of livestock production.”® Animal and feed
farmers are highly favored by the agricultural support programs
and they benefit more from using pasture land to grow harvested
feed than from using it for grazing.’*® These flawed programs
appear to encourage environmentally harmful practices in the
livestock industry. If livestock support plans are not remedied,
farmers will continue to reap the most benefits at the expense of
the broader population by intensifying production methods and
destroying the environment.

The current federal and local regulations also need signifi-
cant changes in order to accurately address the unique aspects of
the farming industry. Focusing on only one source of industry
pollution, the traditional regulatory methods used today fail to
completely remedy the widespread environmental damage caused

1% Ruhl, supra note 8, at 268.

17 DURNING & BROUGH, supra note 144, at 34-35. Livestock “producers benefit
from a variety of measures such as guaranteed minimum prices, government
storage of surpluses, feed subsidies, import levies, and product insurance.” Id.
at 35.

198 Id. at 34-35.

19 Id. at 35.

200 Id
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by large farming operations.?! Current legislation attempts to
regulate water pollution, soil damage, and odor concerns independ-
ently rather than employ new methods to control the problems
collectively.?> Many technological advances have made it possible
to reduce livestock pollution while providing economic benefits to
farmers, but are being ignored by existing regulations.?*

C. Existing Regulations
1. Clean Water Act

The Clean Water Act (‘CWA”)*** amended the Federal Water
Pollution Act in 1977 to “restore and maintain the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters by
1985.7%%* This impressive goal has yet to be met, however,
primarily because of the difficulty in “control[ling] agricultural
. . . and other pollution caused by water runoff.”2%

CWA employs a two-tiered approach for pollution prevention
based on water quality standards and effluent limitations.?"” First,
each state submits to EPA a Total Maximum Daily Load plan, a
water quality plan designed to achieve relevant use standards for
particular bodies of water.?® Second, EPA sets effluent limitations
by regulating pollutant discharge through the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”), which requires that
“point sources” obtain a permit in order to continue their opera-
tion.?®

1 Nicholas M. White, Industry-Based Solutions to Industry-Specific Pollution.:
Finding Sustainable Solutions to Pollution from Livestock Waste, 15 COLO. d.
INT’L ENVTL. L. & POL’Y 153, 158 (2004).

22 Id. at 159.

23 Id. at 153.

20433 U.S.C. §§ 1251 et. seq. (1977).

%5 Erika N. Hartliep, Federal and Pacific Northwest State Water Laws
Pertaining to Dairies, 37 IDAHO L. REV. 681, 686 (2001) (quoting 33 U.S.C. §
1251(a)(1) (2000)).

206 Id

207 Id.

208 Id

209 Id
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Concentrated animal feeding operations (“CAFOs”), facilities
housing more than 1000 animals, are considered point sources by
EPA.?*° Other animal feeding operations (“AF0Os”) may also be
labeled CAFOs (and therefore point sources) if they are found to
be “a significant contributor of pollution into waters of the United
States.”! EPA defines