The Nature Conservancy - Conservation International
Defenders of Wildlife - Rainforest Alliance
Environmental Defense Fund - Audubon California

September 25, 2008
Mary Nichols, Chair, 

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re: Role for international forest projects in AB 32 plan 
Dear Ms. Nichols:

On behalf of our millions of members worldwide, we are writing to express our support for the inclusion of offsets from international forest carbon activities in the AB 32 cap and trade program.  
Emission reductions and sequestration from avoided deforestation, reforestation, and improved forest management projects not only in California, but also in developing countries offer great potential to help stabilize greenhouse gases in the atmosphere quickly and cost effectively.  As acknowledged in the AB 32 Scoping Plan development workshops, the protection and expansion of forests can also provide numerous additional and complementary environmental, economic, and social benefits notably in some of the world’s poorest countries.  These benefits include protection of threatened biodiversity, restoration of degraded lands and watersheds, clean water, improved agricultural productivity and enhanced incomes for the rural poor.  These benefits may also provide local indigenous communities with a safety net to protect against the impacts of climate change while simultaneously helping other at-risk human and natural communities adapt to a changing climate.  
Because deforestation and tropical deforestation in particular, currently produces as much as 20-25% of the world’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, any meaningful solution to climate change should include this sector.  To date, most other GHG regulatory regimes have ignored this compelling opportunity to achieve multiple environmental and social goals while generating real, additional and verifiable GHG reductions.  California therefore has an unprecedented opportunity to take firm leadership in this area by recognizing the important role that international forest carbon activities can play and including such activities under AB 32’s compliance offsets provisions.  
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Furthermore, international and domestic forest carbon activities can provide low-cost mitigation options that are available now, which would provide flexibility and cost control for California regulated entities as they move toward low- and no-carbon technologies.  Finally, because deforestation accounts for such a large share of overall developing country emissions, the inclusion of international forest carbon offsets within AB 32 would represent an important first step towards incentivizing these countries to participate in global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
For these reasons, we respectfully request that you expand the current treatment of forests in the AB 32 scoping plan to include a role for international forest activities.
Sincerely,
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