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  NCTPA Agenda Item 15
Action Requested: INFORMATION/ACTION
Climate Protection Circuit Rider Introduction
BACKGROUND

At the inaugural session of its Interjurisdictional Issues Forum on March 21, 2007, the NCTPA Board requested staff to prepare a consideration of issues related to Climate Protection and Global Warming.

NCTPA takes this issue up at a time of increased awareness and activity in Napa on issues of Climate Protection and Community Sustainability altogether.  Supportive projects that are currently underway include the Sustainable Napa initiative of the Gasser Foundation in partnership with non-profit organizations countywide, the Napa Green Business Program, spearheaded by Napa County, the “Napa Green” programs of the Napa Valley Vintners and other programs such as green building programs.

Climate issues are given further urgency by the passage of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (aka AB 32) which has accelerated action on the issue statewide.

Nonetheless, smaller jurisdictions, such as those here in Napa, continued to be challenged by the staffing demands to respond to this issue. In order to provide some assistance to our local jurisdictions in addressing climate protection issues, NCTPA has successfully applied for a one year grant from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District to support a “Climate Protection Circuit Rider for Napa County.”

RECOMMENDATION

Information Only
DISCUSSION

NCTPA has executed at contract with M.I.G., who will provide Mr. Steve Kokotas to serve as the Napa County Circuit Rider along with a strong project team with deep expertise in all aspects of the issue.  Mr. Kokotas will introduce the plan of action for the coming year. 

The grant will fund the Climate Protection Circuit Rider for one year. During that time the Circuit Rider will serve the Cities of Calistoga, St. Helena, Napa, American Canyon, the Town of Yountville and the County of Napa in their efforts to establish comprehensive climate protection plans that include emissions from community sources and municipal operations.  Local governments are challenged, by themselves, to find the financial, staff and technical resources to pursue development of such a program, although the City of St. Helena and Napa County have shown leadership and have already begun a climate protection program focused on local government operations.  The Circuit Rider program will build on these successes of and the partial current efforts of Napa’s other Cities and bring expertise to each jurisdiction as well as assume some of the specific labor involved in each place necessary to put together a viable comprehensive climate protection program. 

The Climate Protection Circuit Rider will work directly with the City Managers and Public Works and Planning staffs of each jurisdiction.  Where there are General Plan updates underway, the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will support efforts of the Planning Staff to include climate protection in the revised plan.  In other cases, the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will work to establish stand-alone climate protection programs.  The role of the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will include:

· Technical advisor – The Climate Protection Circuit Rider will assist public works and planning staffs in 

· developing useful data on energy use and energy finance

· implementing tracking and analysis systems for municipal and community greenhouse gas assessments.

· evaluating alternative energy strategies, operationally and financially

· evaluating transferability of strategies from other counties that have set community emissions reduction goals. 

· Assist local governments in finding effective use of zoning, building codes, land use ordinances, waste management, and other local planning tools that encourage greenhouse gas emission reductions. 

· Trainer – The Climate Protection Circuit Rider will assist city staff in using the custom software to perform analysis of their local GHG load.  The Circuit Rider will also increase staff capability by organizing cooperative training sessions, at various locations in the County, on issues related to creating climate protection programs that are of interest to local staff.

· Organizational consultant – the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will help local staffs manage relationships with local elected councils and the local public by assisting in the writing of staff reports and meeting with local citizen groups.

· Advocate/educator – the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will be available for community presentations on climate protection issues

· Networker/convener – the Climate Protection Circuit Rider will keep key staff in all jurisdictions appraised of the challenges each is facing and the progress each is making towards a comprehensive climate protection program 

· Assist in the creation of an intern program within the cities and county.

· Create a countywide greenhouse gas emissions inventory that includes municipal operations as well as the communities at large.

CEQA REQUIREMENTS

The proposed action is not a project as defined in Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines, which define a project as an action which has the potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change.  Accordingly, no additional CEQA review is required at this time.

FINANCIAL IMPACT OF RECOMMENDATION

none
________________________

Jim Leddy, Executive Director
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