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March 14, 2008

‘A World Gone Haywire’

Our world is involved in a Climate Crisis of unimaginable proportions. GLOBAL WARMING and our unending craving for energy create a demand for an ecological sustainable solution. The solution must entail the quick replacement of fossil fuels with affordable CO2 neutral energy sources such as wind, solar, biofuel, geothermal and ocean energy in its various forms. The key word is QUICK! The rapid redesign of our energy sources may determine if we can even sustain life, as we know it today!  Massachusetts’ Cape Wind and New Hampshire’s Lempster Wind projects represent the essential first steps in New England to mitigate this Global Warming catastrophe; however, its scope must be multiplied 1,000 fold across the nation. To delay these essential sustainable energy projects is like viewing Global Warming as a warm summer breeze. 

How foolish mankind looks when we slowly ponder our mitigation options as if unlimited debate is the way forward. Talking this subject to death will guarantee the onslaught of the many ‘tipping points’ arrayed against our life sustaining environment. Be warned, King Coal and Fossil Oil with all their proxies, work night and day to enable and fund slick subterfuge schemes. The skeptic’s misinformation campaigns are rooted deep into the wallets of ‘Old Fossil’. Their minds are lost to a world of spin control at any cost even if it means trashing the truth! Don’t let the skeptics defraud and spin the facts on this issue. Their deceitful mission in life is to polarize pubic opinion by politicizing the science! Global Warming is not a political issue; in truth, it is nothing less then an evolving world crisis.

When we distrust our scientist, we forget the fact that the very nature of their work is a search for truth sanctioned by a formal peer review process. The Peer Review process entails the disciplined formal corroboration of a concept by independent scientists. Our best and brightest scientists have studied this subject for decades and have found common agreement concerning Global Warming. They speak of a catastrophe in formation with subtle complexities that are destructive beyond anyone’s imagination. To help one visualize the predicament we’re all in, one might compare what’s happening to the story of a man who burns his house down just to heat it! Must we wait for the seas to wash over the land before we listen to our scientists? Many do not realize that it will probably be too late when the first tipping point kicks in. The first tipping point acts as a ‘trigger event’ that may kick-start the other known tipping points. The Arctic is experiencing a serious catastrophic disintegration of its sea ice. The Arctic sea ice is the essential climate stabilizer that acts as a heat buffer or AC [Air Conditioner] to the northern hemisphere’s. Forty percent of the Arctic sea ice depth* has been lost in the last 30 years. The loss of fifty percent** of the Arctic’s sea ice total surface area last September is the onset of a tipping point that may be a precursor of a world gone ‘haywire’; a world that no one wants to see! 
http://nsidc.org/news/press/2007_seaiceminimum/20070810_index.html

**Asterisk note: http://nsidc.org/news/press/2007_seaiceminimum/20071001_pressrelease.html
* [Asterisk note: 1978 Arctic sea ice averaged10 feet; today the average is at 6 feet**]

Some may call the previous paragraphs fear mongering but all this is a scientific fact and so truth must be spoken! An excellent book found on this subject is Hell and High Water by Joseph J. Romm [PhD]. His brilliant book explains the forces driving Global Warming in a clear compelling manner. 

 Soon the senate will vote on HR 5351*, the Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation Tax Act of 2008. This bill includes many of items that were dropped from last year's congressional energy bills. It contains:
1. Extension of renewable energy production tax credits

2. Extension of solar and fuel cell investment tax credits

3. Clean new renewable energy bonds

4. Extension of residential energy efficiency property credits

5. Increased production of renewable fuels

6. Plug-in hybrid vehicle credits.

These clean-energy incentives will be funded by taking back $17 billion in tax subsidies from the oil industry. This is a no-brainer, as the recent record profits posted by the oil and gas companies should energize public opinion in support of reform. It is unbelievable that tax breaks still go to the fossil fuel industry as subsidies! There has never been any doubt that a large majority of the American public favor the use of renewables, but that has not stopped congress from blocking it.

We ask you to standup and speak your mind to our lawmakers. Be prepared; study the core issues of the subject before asking the searching questions! They have to answer to your questions and must be held accountable! Our elected officials are supposed to be the voice of the people not the poster child of the party line. Nothing said exemplifies this thought better than when a senator votes the party line and justifies it by saying, “I supported my President!” It is time for our congressional representatives to walk the talk! We invite you to check The League of Conservation Voters website [http://lcv.org/scorecard/] to learn about the voting record of congress.

Perhaps Senator Sununu will lead on sustainable energy and support HR 5351*. The Global Warming and energy crisis cannot be equivocated any longer. Perhaps the third time this issue is brought to the senate floor will be the charm! 
             > House Bill HR6 > Dec. 7, & 13, 07 (failed by one vote!)
            > Senate Amend. SA3983 > Feb. 6, 08 (failed by one vote!)
            > HR 5351 > Mar. (pending), 2008 (will Sununu support this?)
                   Additional info: http://blog. google.org/ 2008/03/googleor g-calls-on- us-congress- to.html
                                            http://www.nytimes. com/2008/ 03/03/opinion/ 03mon4.html
                    ** Arctic Ice     http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/environment/arctic_minimum.html

    ** Arctic Ice     http://www.asf.alaska.edu/daac/sea_ice_mosaic.html

                  *Asterisk note:  http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?tab=summary&bill=h110-5351
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