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∗ All ambient data collected from SLAMS and SPM 
monitors utilizing FRM and FEMs (CFR 58.15) have 
been validated and are accurate to the best of your 
knowledge 
 

∗ All required Precision and Accuracy data for the 
above data have been submitted to AQS 
 

You are formally certifying: 
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∗ Ensures data quality and integrity 
∗ Required before U.S. EPA can use data in regulatory 

actions 
∗ Required in EPA Region 9 for clean data findings, 

designations of attainment, etc. 
∗ Ensures data are defensible in litigation 

Why Data Certification is Important 
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Responsible for submitting data certification package to 
Region 9—for data we submit to AQS  
∗ Includes letter and AMP600 Report 
∗ Includes data certification letters from Districts for 

whom we upload data  
 
Districts that submit data to AQS are responsible for 
their own data certification to Region 9 

What is ARB’s Role? 
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∗ Quarterly:  Review AQS reports for sites in your area 
∗ March/early April each year:   
o Review AMP600 report for your sites or other AQS reports 

as needed 
o Work with ARB to resolve any data issues identified in 

AMP600 report 

∗ Email signed certification letter to ARB no later than 
April 15th so that your data can be included in annual 
certification (example letter on next slide) 

 

If ARB submits your data, what is 
your responsibility? 
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Example Certification Letter 



Conduct the following checks quarterly, in order to check that 
the data are correct: 

• Run Data Completeness Report (AMP430)  
Allows you to see if any monitor had low data capture in a particular 

month, and determine if there are any errors in AQS data entry. 
• Review Raw Data Reports (AMP350) 
Look for things such as:  data flags, high and low data points, gaps in 

data, repeating numbers. (A Maximum Values Report (AMP440) can 
also provide the max values; a Raw Data Qualifier Report (AMP360) 
will list the null and QA qualifier codes) 

• Run QA Data Quality Indicator Report (AMP256)  

Recommended 
Quarterly Data Checks 
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Navigating the Process 



Overview of Data Certification 
Process 

Certifying Agency 
submits certification 

package to Region 9* 

Package to Region 9: 
Certification Letter 

AMP600  

Data Certified 

Region 9 may concur if 
upcoming regulatory 

actions require review 

9 * If ARB submits your data, then submit your certification package to ARB instead 



Overview of Data Certification 
Process 

Step 1: AMP600 Basics 

∗ Run the AMP600 report 
∗ The report : 

∗ Shows recommended 
certification for each monitor 
based on Part 58 criteria 

∗ Identifies any incomplete 
ambient or precision and 
accuracy data 

Step 2: AMP600 Review 

∗ Are there any missing ambient 
or QA/QC data? 

∗ Are there any  data that should 
not be certified based on 
QA/QC results? 
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The Process 

Step 3: AMP600 Update 

∗ Update AQS if any data missing 
∗ Re-run AMP 600 Report 
∗ Take all steps necessary to 

correct or justify the data 
∗ Justification comments should 

be brief 

Step 4: AMP 600 Submittal 

∗ Assemble final AMP600 report 
and certification letter and 
submit to Region 9 

∗ Include AMP450NC if certifying 
PAMS data or non-criteria data 
(optional) 

∗ Submit to Region 9 
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∗ Review AMP600 Report for your District sites 
∗ Identify any missing data and make arrangements 

with ARB to upload the data  
∗ Provide justification for missing data and for sites that 

AQS recommends against certification in your 
certification letter (More to come on this soon!) 

∗ Prepare data certification letter and submit to ARB by 
April 15th 

 

Process if ARB Certifies Your Data 
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AMP600 Report Example 



∗ Two parts to report 
∗ Part One: Summary of monitors recommended 

against certification 
∗ Part Two: Complete information for each monitor 

AMP600 Report: Understanding It 
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Section 1 
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Section 2 
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Explanation of Data Included 
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∗ 1 Point QC Completeness <65% 
∗ Annual summary (ambient data) completeness <70% 
∗ Flow rate verification completeness <70% 
∗ Flow rate audit completeness <65% 
∗ Annual Performance Audit Missing 
∗ PQAO Collocation requirement not met 

Common Reasons against 
Certification 
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Lessons Learned 

• Approximately 90% of data certification issues are tied to data 
completeness (ambient and P/A) 
 Getting the data into AQS resolves these issues 

• Data certification is getting better, smoother and simpler 
 If we concur that data cannot be certified, then no 

justification is needed 
 If we disagree, then we replace the “No” flag with a “Yes” 

flag and provide a short justification 
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Example of Justified Data 
 

 Justification and justification flag 

20 



For ARB Certified DISTRICT Data: 

District Contact 

1-Point QC Submit to ARB Ranjit Bhullar, 
ranjit.bhullar@arb.ca.gov 

Annual Summary 
Completeness Submit to ARB Craig Anderson, 

craig.anderson@arb.ca.gov 

Flow Rate Verification Submit to ARB Ranjit Bhullar, 
ranjit.bhullar@arb.ca.gov 

Missing Audit 
Information 

Ranjit Bhullar, 
ranjit.bhullar@arb.ca.gov 
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QAPP Not Approved  
 Contact Patrick Rainey (patrick.rainey@arb.ca.gov) 
PQAO Collocation Not Met 
 ARB Recommends Certification in this instance 
 ARB provides justification for collocation issues  
 ARB is working to resolve collocation issues 
 No further action on this needed if ARB certifies your 
 data 
 
 
 

 

Other Reasons Against Certification 
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Final Certification Package 

∗ Certifying agency drafts letter that includes required CFR 
language 

“...completely submitted to the best of my knowledge...” 

∗ Acknowledge any data that are not being certified in the 
letter 

∗ Certifying agency signs the AMP600 report 
∗ It is the LETTER that certifies your data.  The AQS reports 

are a TOOL that helps you certify the data 
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∗ 2015 Data Certification Memo from U.S. EPA 
∗ U.S. EPA RSS feed 

∗ http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/RSS/air?opendocument 

∗ Data Certification 2013 webinar U.S. EPA 
∗ http://www.epa.gov/ttn/airs/airsaqs/training/AQSwebinarApril2013.wmv 

∗ Data Certification Slides From PQAO Training 
∗ http://www.epa.gov/ttn/airs/airsaqs/training/Data%20Cert%20Explantion%20slides.pdf 

∗ PQAO Liaisons 
∗ http://www.arb.ca.gov/aaqm/qa/qa.htm 

∗ Region 9:  Fletcher Clover 
∗ clover.fletcher@epa.gov 

Data Certification Resources 
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AQS INFORMATION 
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∗ Register for a User ID and password 
∗ Fill out and sign AQS User Registration and Security Guidelines 

forms, available at 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/airs/airsaqs/registration.htm 

∗ Mail or FAX both sheets to EPA, NADG (919) 541-7674 or via 
email to EPACallCenter@epa.gov 

∗ Once registered, you will be emailed an AQS Userid 
and password. 

∗ To launch AQS, use your Java-enabled web browser to 
go to http://www.epa.gov/ttn/airs/airsaqs/aqsweb/ 
 
 

Accessing AQS 
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∗ EPA Region 9: Fletcher Clover (415) 972-3991, 
clover.fletcher@epa.gov 

∗ EPA Call Center: (866) 411-4372, 
EPACALLCENTER@epa.gov 

Resources 
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