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ProcessFigure 2. Ambient Air Monitoring Data: Validation to Certification Pathways 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 District uploads 
data to AQS

District certifies its own 
data- sends certification 

letter to U.S. EPA

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 PQAO Lab uploads 
filter data to AQS

Districts utilizing PQAO 
lab certify their filter  

data by sending a letter 
to ARB by April 15th. 

ARB uploads 
data to AQSLevel 2 Level 1 Level 3 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

ARB certifies data for 
both ARB and some 

Districts.  

Quarterly:
Districts that submit data to 
ARB for upload must submit 

letter documenting that 
validation was performed on 

data within 75 days of the end 
of the quarter. 

Yearly:
Districts that do not  

upload data to AQS review 
the AMP 600 and AMP 

450NC then send a 
certification letter to ARB 

by April 15th each year.  
ARB certifies the data via a 
letter to U.S. EPA by May 1.

Quarterly:
After AQS submittal 

District reviews AMP 256, 
430, 350 and/or 435, as 
appropriate to confirm 

data accuracy and
completeness. 

Validation
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Review AMP 256, 430, 
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data

Quarterly
Filter:

Review AMP 256, 350, 
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