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ITEM # 20-6-4 Public Meeting to Hear an Informational Update on Control
Measure for Ocean-Going Vessels At Berth

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

This is an informational item to update the California Air Resources Board (CARB or
Board) on the status of the proposed Control Measure for Ocean-Going Vessels At
Berth. While no Board action is required at this hearing, staff is seeking Board
perspectives prior to bringing a final proposal back to the Board for approval,
expected for August.

DISCUSSION:

CARB staff presented the proposed Control Measure for Ocean-Going Vessels At
Berth to Board members at the December 5, 2019, Board Hearing. The Board
directed staff to consider specific changes to the proposal, including accelerating
implementation timelines for ro-ro and tanker vessels, adding a compliance flexibility
provision that permits regulated entities to use innovative concepts to comply with the
regulation that are earlier and less expensive than reducing emissions from vessels at
berth, and strengthening the proposed interim evaluation.

Following the Board's directive and in consideration of comments received during the
45-day comment period, staff developed the concepts for the 15-day changes and
presented them during a public webinar on January 30, 2020. The 15-day changes
package was released for public review on March 26, 2020, and an extended
comment period of over a month was provided due to the unprecedented health
circumstances affecting the public.

SUMMARY AND IMPACTS:

CARB staff received a large number of comments on the proposed 15-day changes,
including letters of support for the proposed changes (in part and in whole) from over
90 public health agencies and port community residents. Commenters opposing the
proposed changes generally objected to 1) the accelerated ro-ro and tanker
implementation dates, stating that the dates are either not soon enough or too soon,
2) the compliance flexibility innovative concepts provision, stating that it does not
provide enough compliance certainty, and 3) the interim evaluation, stating that it
does not provide certainty to regulated entities and does not ensure that feasibility
studies will be completed prior to implementation dates for ro-ro and tanker vessels.

CARB staff also received numerous comments in response to the impacts to the
shipping industry and asking for rulemaking delays as a result of the unprecedented
current state of the economy. CARB staff are seeking the Board’s perspective
regarding additional changes that provide flexibility while maintaining health benefits.



