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ITEM # 20-7-4: Public Meeting to Consider Research Contract with the 
University of California, Davis, Titled “Measuring, Analyzing, 
and Identifying Small-Area Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction” 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
The California Air Resources Board (CARB or Board) staff recommends that the Board 
approve funding of the proposed research contract with the University of California, 
Davis Titled “Measuring, Analyzing and Identifying Small-Area Vehicle Miles Traveled 
Reduction.”  The execution of this contract will help to support CARB’s 
implementation of Senate Bill 375 and helps pave the way for the 2050 climate goal. 
 
Note:  This item is listed on the agenda due to the contract amount and to comply 
with Board approval requirements in Government Code section 1091, since Board 
Members Berg and Sperling are affiliated with the proposed contractor, the University 
of California, Davis. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
A key element of the state’s effort to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 
transportation is the requirement that Metropolitan Planning Organizations adopt 
sustainable community strategies (SCS) that demonstrate how the regions will reduce 
GHG emissions from autos and light trucks.  However, the adoption of SCSs does not 
guarantee the adoption of policy and programming changes at the local level, nor on-
the-ground changes in development that would produce a reduction in vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT) and associated GHGs.  The goal of this project is to assess the degree 
to which on-the-ground changes in selected communities have produced reductions in 
VMT.  A secondary aim is to examine the degree to which local and/or regional policy 
change brought about the observed on-the-ground changes.  This project will 
complete a minimum of three case studies of local communities that have experienced 
substantial changes in the transportation system and/or land development patterns to 
assess the change in VMT that has resulted; the forces contributing to transportation 
and land use changes, including local and/or regional policy changes, will also be 
examined.  These case studies may provide examples of best practices to achieve SCS 
goals as well as insights on barriers to successful SCS implementation. 
 
SUMMARY AND IMPACTS: 
The information that will be gained through this contract will support the Board’s 
decision-making and effective program implementation.  Approximately $199,500 is 
requested to fund this contract.  Approval by the Board will authorize staff to put this 
contract in place to undertake the activities described. 
 


