
2013 Air Monitoring 
Coordination

IASC/CARPA Workshop, April 30th, 2014



Pre Season Planning Meeting

• Through our CARPA relationship, 
agencies arranged a 2013 pre fire season 
meeting.
– USFS, ARB, EPA, NPS
– Discussed equipment cache, how to 

communicate, coordinate, projects, etc

• Fire season started quickly and remained 
active.
– Daily communications *



2013 Wildfire Season.. just to mention a few

• May 2 - Springs Fire - Ventura & LA County

• May 30 - Powerhouse Fire - LA County 

• July 15 - Mountain Fire - Riverside County

• August 3 - Orleans & Corral Complex - Humboldt County 

• August 17 - Rim Fire - Tuolumne & Mariposa Counties 

• August 10 - American Fire - Placer County

• September 9 - Clover Fire - Shasta County

• December 15 - Pfeiffer Fire - Monterey & SLO County



Standing Meeting Coordination

• Daily intelligence briefing (email & phone)
– InciWEB, CalFIRE, USFS, Media, Twitter, PFIRS*,  

• 1300hrs Smoke Call
– 12hr to 96 hour outlook (weather patterns)

• 1400hrs Monitoring Call
– Affected Districts, Field Responders, etc
– Ask what Districts needs are
– Coordinate current and future activities
– ARA coordination and needs

• Weekend and Resource Staffing (Thurs)
• Weekly Cal/EPA Call (Tuesday @0900)



PFIRS (Fire Information Map)

• PM2.5 (AirNOW)

• Bluesky models

• Fire locations

• Webcams

• Geographic 
boundaries

• Weather outlook



Agency Coordination 

• Affected District(s)
• ARB
• USFS 
• NPS
• EPA
• Cal/EPA
• Community Health Officers
• Washoe County AQMD



Response

• Discover (collect intelligence)
• Coordinate (availability, assets & proximity)
• Deploy (create plan and mobilize) 
• Assess (review and translate data)
• Communicate (share information)
• Maintain (resources)
• Reassess (needs and equipment)
• Demob (reposition resources)



Special Considerations

• Staffing
– availability and workload
– shift changes 

• Resources
– equipment availability/contracts 
– interoperability
– agency objectives 

• Field Deployment
– lodging vacancy
– road closures
– cellular/internet access



Rim/American Fires



8/28/13’ 

Portable Monitors
(PM2.5)

Coordination w/5 
Districts, USFS, 
NPS, EPA

Response Example (Rim/American)



EBAM Data (AIRSIS)



EBAM Data (AIRSIS)



Graphed Data


