
Social Media 
And 

Smoke from Wildfires 
 

Ann Hobbs 
Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
May 13, 2015, CARPA/IASC Workshop 

1 



When Social Media Outreach Began 
Social Media Currently Used 
Information Posted 
Interesting Points 
Final Thoughts and Questions 
 

2 

OVERVIEW 



2013/2014 WILDFIRE 
SMOKE IMPACTS 

American Fire – Placer County – 27,440 acres 
Rim Fire – Tuolumne/Mariposa Counties – 257,314 acres 
King Fire – Eldorado/Placer Counties - 97,717 acres 

Mostly smoke fires 
Widespread smoke in California and Nevada 
Affected outdoor activities and events 
Canceled or modified vacations 
Affected schools 
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SOCIAL MEDIA IN USE 

Most prominently used 
Facebook 
Blogging 
Tweets on Twitter 

Possible Uses 
Instagram 
Periscope (Twitter live-streaming app) 
Google+ 
Tumblr 
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Facebook 
Blogging 
Tweets on Twitter 

 



FACEBOOK 
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CALIFORNIA SMOKE BLOG 
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MAPPING, WEBCAMS AND AIR QUALITY 
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www.californiasmokeinfo.blogspot.com 
 



WHO POSTS WHAT 
INFORMATION ON BLOG 

 Air Districts 
 Health Advisories 
 Graphical Air Quality Information 

 Air Resource Advisors 
 Air Quality Summary of Smoke from Fires 
 Satellite Imagery etc. 
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ANOTHER SMOKE BLOG 
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TWITTER 
CA SMOKE BLOG 2014 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

Wildfires closer to more populated areas seem to get more 
attention then more remote fires 
Correct information is important with decision makers. 
Maintain good working relationships 
Work on suggested changes/considerations on the California 
Wildfire Smoke Response Coordination through CARPA 
Continue to work with partners on collaborative language for 
not only wildfires but work which involves smoke, as in 
prescribed fire operations to minimize, smoke impacts on the 
public 
Continue to strive towards achieving and maintaining air quality 
standards while providing for opportunities to dispose of 
vegetation by burning where appropriate. 
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Questions 
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