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What about school? 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Lessons learned… 

• The importance of simple, graphic messaging 
• The importance of 24-hour PM 2.5 
• The importance of pre-existing relationships 

and shared understanding 
• The autonomy of school districts and event 

organizers 
• The importance of a timely communication 

with stakeholders (Enough, but not too 
much!) 
 



Other observations… 
• Schools have criteria for snow closures, but really none for 

smoke closures.  
• High variability in approaches 
• Need to consider not just school closures, but also 

after/before school events. 
• Data are useful, but so is common sense! 

– If it isn’t smoky, air quality data may not adequately reflect real 
time.  

– Smoke can clear or come back quickly, and air monitoring 
information, or AQI may not be correct. 

– You can flex your outdoor activities to when the smoke leaves 
•   

 



Thank you! 
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