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Steering Committee Meeting Notes, January 6, 2011
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ATTENDEES (* by phone & online):

	Shelley DuTeaux, ARB OER – Co-Chair
John Kennedy, US EPA – Co-Chair
Libby Vianu, ATSDR
Greg Vlasek, ARB OER
Charles Pearson, CARB OER
Dean Peterson, San Mateo County DEH
Dr. Chuck Mosher, Mariposa County
	Jim Wagoner, BCAQMD (phone)
Karen Riveles, OEHHA  (phone)
Trevor Anderson, CalEMA (phone)
Pat Wong, ARB (phone)



Welcome and Upcoming Training Announcements and Incidents of Note
Training
· EPA’s Environmental Response Team will conduct the “Air Monitoring for Emergency Response” course March 20-21, 2012 at the USCG Pacific Strike Team Hangar at Hamilton Field in Novato, CA.   The course is being hosted under the auspices of CARPA.  CARPA member agencies have been notified and the course announcement is posted on the CARPA website.
· CCDEH is forming an Emergency Management and Disaster Response committee.  The committee held its first conference call on Feb. 1.  Wesley Nix, Director of Nevada County Department of Environmental Health leads the group with Dean Peterson.  The committee will focus on revising the CCDEH Disaster Field Manual, training for environmental health personnel, the mutual aid system, and coordination with other organizations. John Kennedy represents USEPA and CARPA on the committee. Don Johnson will be representing Cal EPA and its BDOs.
· The Chemical Warfare Agents and Rad Terrorism course will be held March 20-21 at UC Davis Med School in Sacramento.  The Oakridge National Lab Consortium, thru CDC, is putting on the course. The course announcement is posted on the CARPA website and registration is free.
· The Unified Program Annual Conference is scheduled for February 6-10 in Burlingame. John and Shelley are scheduled to give a CARPA presentation. Karen Riveles and other CARPA members are also planning to attend. 

Recent Incidents
· None to report.
Steering Committee Business and CARPA Annual Business Meeting
· Meeting minutes of the November 4, 2011 meeting were approved.
· Newsletter: Shelley requested articles for the CARPA Newsletter.
· CARPA Portal.  Everyone was reminded to use the CARPA portal as the workplace for Steering and subcommittee business.  http://www.cce.csus.edu/portal/index.cfm?forumID=415.  Password is “calair”.
· The CARPA webpage can now easily be accessed by typing www.arb.ca.gov/carpa
· Shelley’s term as Steering Committee Co-Chair has expired.  John asked the members to submit nominations for a new Co-Chair to him by Feb. 15.  The new Co-Chair will be elected at the March 2 meeting
Action Items:
· Submit Co-Chair nominations to John by Feb. 15. Voting due by next SC meeting.
· Submit news articles for the newsletter to Shelley.
Other Business

· Tribal Business:
· Tribal membership on CARPA:  Subcommittee chairs were asked to be sure and follow up with tribes who have expressed an interest in joining CARPA.
· John to call Curtis Miller at Hoopa to obtain the Hoopa Community Action Plan for posting on the CARPA website.  The PM action limits in the action table will need to be revised before posting in order to be consistent with the table in “Wildfire Smoke: A Guide for Public Health Officials”.   
· John to contact the Tribal Air Monitoring System Center (TAMS) to advise them about CARPA.
· John will request agenda time at the EPA Regional Tribal Operations Committee meeting to discuss tribal participation in CARPA.
· Summit Planning:
· Dean indicated his staff can help look into possible grant funding sources.  Karen to work Dean on this.
· Check with John Woytak and inquire if FEMA has funds to support the next CARPA summit.
· Everyone to keep looking for a facility for the summit.

Subcommittee Report Outs
Data Subcommittee
· ARB OER is continuing its portable GS/MS vendor demonstrations and evaluations.  Next demonstrations will be Feb. 21 with Agilent and March 27 with Inficon on their Hapsite unit.
· A webinar is scheduled for March 8th from 1:00 – 2:00 pm on the CARPA monitoring/sampling plan.  This webinar will demonstrate how to fill out a sampling plan for emergency air monitoring, and walk participants through the different sections of the plan, describing what and why the information is required.  For more information or to reserve a spot for the webinar please contact cpearson@arb.ca.gov.
· A subcommittee conference call was held on Jan. 31.  The meeting provided an opportunity to inform members of the upcoming training and equipment demonstrations hosted by CARPA.   Also recently the subcommittee received requests from 9 new people interested in participating in the subcommittee. The new members include staff from Sonoma Tech, CARB, SCAQMD, Calgary Fire/Hazmat, and private environmental firms.  During the meeting, we had a chance to get to know the new members and inform them on CARPA’s background and mission.  Other topics covered were the potential 2013 CARPA conference, toolkit items, and a USFS prescribed burn monitoring event, scheduled for October 2012. 
Data to Message Subcommittee  
· Libby to send out notice on the Chemical Warfare Agents course.
· Shelley is submitting a proposal for a UC Davis masters student to assist the “Heat Team”. She’ll provide an update at the next SC meeting
· Shelley is working on organizing a webinar for Protective Action Distances from Dave Brown with Oak Ridge National Lab.
· Recruitment continues for the Subcommittee Co-Chair with Libby.
Message to Audience Subcommittee
· The search continues for a new Subcommittee Co-Chair.
· Trent is work with Deb Procter, Shelley and John on developing the Sequoia National Forest After Action Review of the Lion Fire.  Dr. Mosher mentioned the AAR will also have value in reviewing the smoke fumigation and public health impacts that occurred during the 2011 Avalanche Fire in Yosemite. The meeting may take place with another forest management conference in the spring. An update will be provided at the next SC meeting.
Action Items:
· Libby, Shelley, and John to continue search for a subcommittee Co-Chair
· Shelley and John will contact air district PIOs to solicit their interest in co-chairing the Message to Audience subcommittee.

Next Meeting

Friday, March 2, 2012 9:30am – 12:30pm, at USEPA Region 9 (EOC). 
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