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Draft Steering Committee Meeting Notes
March 15, 2013

Attendees (* by phone & online):

	Shelley DuTeaux, ARB – Co-Chair
Charles Pearson, ARB
John Kennedy, US EPA *
Lori Kobza, Sac Metro AQMD *
Karen Riveles, OEHHA *
Dr. Chuck Mosher, CCLHO and Mariposa County *

	Libby Vianu, ATSDR *
Steve Wall, CDPH *
Pat Wong, ARB *
Joe Arsenith, Placer County *
Trevor Anderson, Cal EMA *
Heather Williams, CSUS-CCE *




Steering Committee Business
1. EPA Relationship with CARPA - John has been working with Region 9 attorneys to develop guidelines for his ongoing participation with CARPA and the Steering Committee.
· Shelley showed the group the revised website that removed mention of John as Co-Chair and replaced him as a technical advisor on all lists. Shelley also removed the EPA logo where ever it appeared on the website per EPA’s request.
· John is developing an MOU based on the Charter wording; The MOU will apply to all Region 9 staff including Harry Allen, who also sits on the Steering Committee
· The Steering Committee agreed that a quorum of members can sign the MOU and that it doesn’t need to go through each member agency for approval.
· The Steering Committee agreed to put off finding a new Co-Chair pending John’s negotiations with EPA.
  Action Item:  John will report back to us on his progress at the next meeting.
2. CARPA as a Foundation or Non-Profit
· Shelley reported on her meeting with Justin Malan (CCDEH Executive Director) and how he explained the process of incorporating CARPA through the CA Corporation Commission. The process generally includes outlining the by-laws (our Charter) and naming a Board (our Steering Committee) along with completing a registration form. Establishing non-profit status with the IRA is more involved. Each step can be done independently.
· There was general consensus that establishing CARPA as a non-profit organization has merit, including the increased ease of fund development. Discussions will continue after the Summit.
· SC members asked several questions about participation on CARPA once it evolves from an ad hoc organization to a formal organization, including time allotted from work to attend, membership dues, and explicit restrictions on lobbying. Another suggestion was looking into the Health and Safety Code for justification of CARPA as a formal organization.
· Questions were raised about the website and the separation from ARB (which currently hosts the website). 
  Action Item:  Karen agreed to look into the CUPA and CCDEH websites and get information on the costs involved in separate webpage maintenance.


Recent Incidents and Upcoming Trainings
· Shelley and Charles reported out on the AirNowTech training by Natalie LaGuardia with Sonoma Technology. It was a very successful training with lots of feedback to the data/web design team to better help us with incident air quality information.
· Karen and John reported out on the CUPA Annual Meeting (Feb., Garden Grove). This year there was no CARPA-specific presentation, however several CARPA members made presentations. Karen and John Faust (OEHHA) gave a joint presentation on toxicology and the new EnviroScreen tool (http://www.oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces042313.html.) John will also be doing a webinar training during the June 5th ERMAC meeting. More info to follow. Shelley and Michael Pixton (DTSC) gave a presentation on the new Emergency Function for Hazardous Materials in the State Emergency Plan. John presented on tsunami and marine debris.
· Kevin will conduct a hospital preparedness training at this year’s Continuing Challenge (Sept., Sacramento). The training link is now live on the CARPA webpage and so far several CalEMA staff have been trained. Steve says that their focus is to get locals (EMS, LHO, hospitals) to take the course so they can follow-up with a focused local area TTX.

Subcommittee Reports
Data – Charles Pearson
· Charles reported on the EBAM project. The goal is to have a consolidated list of district equipment, loaning agreements, and data disposition (via AirNow and/or AIRSIS-Satguard). The project is moving slowly because of Charles’ obligations for the state refinery plan, however he hopes to have information complete before wildfire season.
· Steve talked about this drone/air sensor project. They will be using a Redding test facility for a proof-of-concept demo using real-time sensors for particulates and gases and passive samplers for lab-based analysis. Steve will update the Subcommittee on the progress.
· Charles said he would like schedule the next Subcommittee meeting for the end of April.

Data to Message – Joe Arsenith and Libby Vianu
· Joe would like to kick-start the Subcommittee by possibly talking about the new AQI break points and have a discussion about communicating with the public.
· Joe also mentioned that a CDPH/Emergency Preparedness Office (EPO) program officer is coming Placer County to meet and Joe will take the opportunity to talk about CDPH/EPO’s potential role and participation with CARPA.
· Libby mentioned an EPA OSCs meeting on the Poison Control Center calls from the Chevron Refinery fire. She suggested inviting Patty Hiatt (Poison Control /UCSF) to give the presentation to the subcommittee.  
· Joe invited the group to attend their March 27th CST-Placer County emergency response demonstration.
  Action Item:  Joe will send Shelley info on the March 27th event for distribution.


Message to Audience – Lori Kobza
· The Subcommittee met on Wednesday March 13th and discussed the updated AQI and social media plans and policies from Yolo County and the Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park.
· They will meet again in about 3 months.
· In the interim, the group continues to receive email updates on newsworthy and interesting topics from both Deb and Lori.

2013 Summit Planning – Heather Williams
· As of the SC meeting, we received confirmation of funding from the following organizations:
· PG&E - 		$8000
· Sonoma Technologies - $1000
· MetOne - 	$1000
This is added to the $10,000 given by ARB and the $10,000 given by CDPH ($5000 FY 12-13; $5000 FY 13-14). This makes a total of $30,000.
· Shelley mentioned that she is working on the following for additional support:  the Unified Program grant for Environmental Protection; the Ammonia Safety Training Institute (ASTI) for funds from Yuba/Sutter Counties; and, the EPA Risk Management Program (Mary Wesling) for possible support of the refinery/industry safety program focus of the Summit.
· Steve reported out on the possibility of CDC preparedness monies through CDPH/Emergency Preparedness Office (EPO). He said there is a major management change, so it may be difficult to find the right person to talk to before our underwriting deadline.
· John mentioned there may be potential facilitator monies, pending impacts from the federal sequester. He said he would also follow up again with FEMA.
· Heather said she is willing to make calls on behalf of John, but needs to know who to call (possibly Environics?)
· The Steering Committee suggested that our CAPCOA representative (Alan Abs) ask CAPCOA about directly sponsoring the Summit, something that they haven’t done in previous years.
· May 31 is the deadline to raise the needed funds. Without raising the additional $40,000 by that date, the Summit will have to be canceled or postponed.  

Action Items: 
  Shelley will submit Unified Program grant application (March 31st deadline) and follow-up with ASTI and EPA/Mary Wesling
  Steve will follow-up with CDPH/EPO on last time to see about CDC funding
  John will follow-up with FEMA
  Heather to make sponsorship calls for John (John to tell Heather which companies to call)
  Shelley will call Alan Abs and request CAPCOA underwriting

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next Steering Committee Meeting:
May 10, 2013, 9:30 – 12 noon.  Location TBD.
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