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DRAFT Steering Committee Meeting Minutes, July 25, 2012

ATTENDEES: 

	Shelley DuTeaux, ARB – Co-Chair
John Kennedy, US EPA – Co-Chair
Rachel Aumann, ARB
Charles Pearson, ARB
Karen Riveles, OEHHA 
Libby Vianu, ATSDR
Kevin Chao, CDPH
Lori Kobza, Sac Metro AQMD
Suraj Ahuja, USFS

	Stephen Wall, CDPH (phone)
Jim Wagoner, BCAQMD (phone)
Wesley Nicks, CCDEH (phone)
Deb Schweizer, NPS (phone)
Pat Wong, CARB (phone)
Rod Mendez, Hoopa OES (on line)
Jason Low, SCAQMD (phone)



Introductions and Welcome 
· Meeting held at the USFS Wild Fire Training Center (WFTC) at McClelland in Sacramento.

Upcoming Training, Announcements & Emergency Incidents of Note 
· Continuing Challenge will be held Sept. 4-7 at the Woodlake (formerly Radisson) Hotel in Sacramento.
· Mill Fire – Mendocino National Forest.  Mendocino Air District contacted ARB and USFS to assist with monitor in tribal areas. The APCO focused on getting federal instead of state resources. Trent and Suraj assisting with setting up monitors in the Round Valley/Covelo and Willow Creek areas.  ARB followed up with Colusa and Lake County Air Districts and was asked to assist them with monitoring in Stonyford and Clearlake. Suraj also noted that North Coast and Siskiyou County air districts also monitored smoke.  Deb Schweizer deployed as a member of an Incident Management Advisory Team (IMAT) to provide assistance as an Information Officer in Incident Command. She shared smoke information at the public meetings and reported that several residents with chronic conditions self-evacuated. Jim Wagoner reported that there was some visibility impairment in his district and conducted public messaging.  This fire grew to 30,000 plus acres and produced heavy smoke impacts in Mendocino and surrounding counties.  One of the key issues identified is that each agency hosted data on their own websites, resulting in no unified coordination of data sharing.  Shelley requested the Data Subcommittee to hold a special meeting on data sharing to try and resolve.  An observation by the Steering Committee Co Chairs is that the multi agency monitoring activities for this fire could have been coordinated better.  The Co Chairs recommend for future multi agency deployments, at least with CARPA members agencies, that deploying agencies send out notifications or call Steering Committee members (at least and/or Shelley) so that initial coordination can occur.  They also recommend use of the CARPA Monitoring/Sampling Plan to help organize multi agency monitoring deployments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Robbers Fire (Placer County) - ARB was mission tasked to deploy and assist El Dorado County with air monitoring.  ARB set up monitors in 1 each in Cool, Georgetown, and Bloggett Forest. Placer County APCD and Public Health Department staffs were available at the evacuation centers and disaster recovery centers providing information on smoke effects and protective measures. Jamie Arno (Sacramento Metro AQMD) assisted with outreach information on smoke impacts with the Placer air district. Lori suggested that a broader notification list might assist the county and district in more effective outreach for future incidents. Rachel mentioned that she is developing such a list specific to Placer County that may be helpful in the future which include school district and tribal contacts.  
Other fire related discussion topics:
· Deb strongly recommended communicating with the community during these large fire events (find out who to contact) and not just the media.
· Steve recommended that any recommended use of N-95 masks should include the model with an exhaust valve.  He also suggested that residents living in fire prone areas should have wildfire kits in their homes, similar to Red Cross earthquake kits.  He will draft up a list of kit items for the Steering Committee to consider. Kits should include health message information. Discussed ways to get private group(s) to sponsor development and distribution of the kits. One potential venue for getting the word out is “National Night Out”.  NWCG has developed draft guidelines on protective air quality/health actions for firefighting staff in fire camps.  Suraj will inquire if it can be shared with other agencies for review and comment.
· ARB, FS, NPS are planning a joint field exercise in preparation for the Boulder Creek Fire, a series of large burns in the SEKI wilderness, scheduled for the end of October depending on conditions
Shelley discussed the volcano webinar/conference call held on May 31.  Because it was a popular topic and not enough phones were available to accommodate all who wanted to call in, it will be given again the fall.

Action Items:
· Data Subcommittee meeting with appropriate parties, including Alan Chan from STI, to develop a plan for unified data sharing, including an option to use AIRNOW to post public and technical (password protected) data – Charles and John
· Draft a list of items to include in home wildfire kits – Steve 
· Distribute the new NWCG draft guidelines for fire camp air quality health protective actions – Suraj 
· Follow up with all agencies who deployed monitoring resources during Mill or Robbers fire so we can have comprehensive post-situational awareness report – Data Subcommittee?

Steering Committee Business
· Rachel will give her presentation on heat and air quality for her MPH thesis project to the UCD School of Public Health on August 16.  She invited Steering members to attend. 

Subcommittee Reports
Data – Charles and John
· ARB and EPA are purchasing the Lifeline “Links” system for emergency air monitoring.  We will schedule a joint training & exercise together in the near future.  CARPA members will be invited.
Data to Message - Libby
· Nothing significant to report. Libby will call Joe to schedule next meeting of the subcommittee.
Message to Audience – Lori and Deb
· 1st meeting with the new co chairs was held on June 27 where Rachel gave a presentation on heat and air quality.
· ARB is working on developing incident-specific fact sheets for public health messaging. These will be vetted through the subcommittee for feedback and will be posted in the CARPA toolkit as templates for wide distribution.
· Shelley will work with Lori and Deb to distribute the first drafts for review through the subcommittee
· The next subcommittee meeting in September will include wildfire messaging and possibly the ARB fact sheets if they are completed by then.
· Shelley discussed the volcano webinar/conference call held on May 31.  Because it was a popular topic and not enough phones were available to accommodate all who wanted to call in, it will be given again the fall.
The California Fire Science Consortium puts on frequent webinars.  Information can be found here, http://www.cafiresci.org/
Summit Planning

Funding:  ARB and CDPH each have $10k for a 2013Summit.  To be able to make a 2013 Summit a reality, other agencies will need to find funding sources to support the summit.  John submitted a proposal to FEMA, but it has not yet been acted upon.  
Action Items:
· Members are encouraged to research additional and alternate funding sources for Summit
· John will check to see if remaining money in Pete Guria’s IPA can be used.
· Shelley will also check with CalEMA for Hazardous Materials Emergency Function (EF-10) support

Format of Summit
· Committee discussed one vs. two day summit.  If we are able to use the WFTC with its cheap ($15/night) lodging, all agreed a two day workshop is preferable.
· Jason emphasized how important these summits are to the whole CARPA community and that they should be the “whole package".
· Many SC members also emphasized the importance of starting and continuing with smaller focused training in off years. Many events have already been sponsored by the subcommittees and ideas and leaders for additional training/exercise opportunities are welcome.
· Finding a way to broadcast some of the plenary or group sessions at the Summit would be valuable for stakeholders who have travel restrictions.
· Vendors or commercial representatives may be invited (fee based) to give hands-on demonstrations, rather than setting up booths, as the Wildfire Training Center may not be an ideal facility for and “exhibit hall” format.

Note:  There were several other important ideas shared during this portion of the meeting. If your comment is not reflected here, please feel free to add it and send a revised version back to Shelley and John.


Action Item
· Shelley will compile photos of the WFTC and some additional facility information and send out to everyone.
· Steering Committee needs to decide if we have funding to pursue a 2013 Summit. And, if we do, when and where should it be held?


Next Steering Committee Meeting

Shelley and John will send out a doodle poll with proposed dates.






Draft Steering Committee Minutes – July 25, 2012 Meeting	Page 4 of 4
image1.png
MHYCARPA

J California Air Response Planning Alliance




