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DRAFT Steering Committee Meeting Minutes, Sept. 25, 2012
ATTENDEES:  (please verify with your list)
	Shelley DuTeaux, ARB – Co-Chair
John Kennedy, US EPA – Co-Chair
Charles Pearson, ARB

Karen Riveles, OEHHA 
Kevin Chao, CDPH (phone)
Rachel Aumann, ARB (phone)
Dr. Charles Mosher, Mariposa County (phone)
	Stephen Wall, CDPH (phone)
Deb Schweizer, NPS (phone)

Dean Peterson, CCDEH (phone)
Alan Abs, CAPCOA (phone)

Eric Stevenson, BAAQMD (phone)
Jason Low, SCAQMD (phone)

Trent Procter, USFS (phone)




Introductions and Welcome 

· Alan Abs, APCO Tehama County and new Steering Committee (SC) representative from CAPCOA was introduced.  Action: Karen will send Alan the CARPA Steering Committee welcome package.
· The SC extended its most sincere gratitude to Jim Wagoner for his years of dedicated service and contributions to CARPA.  
· Dr. Mosher discussed getting a representative from CCLHO following his retirement at the end of September.  The SC also warmly thanked Dr. Mosher for his contributions to CARPA.
Review of Recent Emergency Events and Upcoming Training
· No. CA Wildfires.  The group reviewed the Chips, Ponderosa, Fort Complex, and Robbers wildfires concerning deployments, including ARB mission tasks, Air Fire modeling, monitoring, data sharing, and public messaging.  Things that went well during these fires included Air Fire modeling, daily smoke reports from the USFS, and the addition of a new position in IC, Smoke Resource Advisor.  Deb Schweizer mentioned that public health messaging is relatively new on suppression fires and is not consistent yet among suppression teams.  Some public health messaging was done during these fires.  Alan Abs relayed that for his district, obtaining air quality data to develop health advisories was spotty.  Data sharing (or lack of) among the agencies that deployed and conducted air monitoring during these fires (CARB, USFS, air districts) remains a concern and an area needing attention.  
· Chevron Refinery Release/Fire.  Eric Stevenson gave an account of BAAQMD’s response to the Chevron fire in Richmond on August 3.  The District collected data from 3 networked air monitoring stations plus hand-held H2S and SO2 monitoring..  The District also coordinated with Contra Costa County Heath/HazMat on collection of 8 summa canister samples that were analyzed at the District laboratory.  Modeling was also done during the event and after to create back-trajectories of the smoke dispersion. A shelter in place order was given by Contra Costa County.  According to media reports, somewhere between 7000 and 15,000 residents registered health complaints in the following days.   The BAAQMD Board subsequently convened a series of community meetings to hear residents’ complaints and also of the activities of the responding agencies (BAAQMD, Contra Costa County HazMat, USEPA). The Board Chair has directed staff to convene a technical panel to come up with recommendations on how the district can improve its capabilities, including air monitoring for emergency response, in order to be better prepared for future incidents. The district experienced not only pressure from the community but also received a lot of media attention.  In terms of public messaging, the SC discussed ways to “walk the line between capabilities and expectations”.
· H2S Event in Southern CA.  Jason Low described SCAQMD’s response to 280 odor complaints they received from people from Riverside up to the San Fernando Valley following a storm gust event on September 9.  The district deployed monitoring staff and equipment to areas where they received complaints and monitored for H2S, HC, and total sulfur.  Significant concentrations of H2S were detected in several areas, especially northward of the Salton Sea.  The district then conducted a gradient analysis and modeling to determine the source and extent of the plume.  Indications are that the Salton Sea experienced an anaerobic release event caused by a die off of fish and vegetation and the storm gust event broadcast the gas cloud over a large area of southern CA.
Action:Due to time constraints Jason was not able to give a full presentation on this event so he and Shelley will schedule a webinar to give it at a future date.
Heat and Air Quality Emergencies – Rachel Aumann

Rachel presented on her thesis topic for her Master’s in Public Health (Davis). She provided recommendations for moving the project forward and preparing communities for combined heat and air quality emergencies in the coming summer. For more information, look for Rachel’s presentation on the CARPA website or contact Rachel at: rvaumann@gmail.com.

2013 Summit Planning.
Heather and Molly from CCE discussed venue options for the next Summit.  First, we reviewed the venue, capacity, pricing, and availability dates of the Wild Fire Training Center. Although there are advantages to the WFTC as a possible venue ($15/night lodging), there are some limitations to using it for a summit – eg, lack of large enough spaces for plenary sessions and places for people to gather to network. 
Heather suggested we also consider the CSUS Alumni Center and provided info on this facility.  Note: In the subsequent Doodle Poll, SC members voted for their preferred Summit location and dates. Sac State was the winner with 64% of the vote. Survey responses will be reviewed during the next meeting. 
It was reported that local agencies likely have travel money for training purposes.

Action: Shelley will work with Heather to see if the next SC meeting can be at Sac State and/or include a tour of the Alumni Center.

Subcommittee Report-outs
Data – Charles and John

· Reiterated the need to improve data sharing in multi agency responses.  Action: Charles and John will set up a subcommittee call on this topic.
· It was requested at the last Steering Committee that the Data subcommittee conduct another asset survey with CARPA agencies.  Action: Charles and John will try to address in the near future.

Data to Message – Subcommittee co chairs not available
Karen reported that Bart Ostro of OEHHA recently finished a sabbatical studying the impact of the Icelandic volcano and she would like to invite him to give a webinar. Message to Audience – Deb 
· Co chair Lori is developing incident specific fact sheets and asking other Steering Committee members for review and comment. 
· They will schedule a subcommittee meeting sometime before the next SC meeting.
Next Steering Committee Meeting

Friday, October 26.  Location info to be sent out shortly.
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