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U.S. Geological Survey Volcano Hazards Program

monitors volcanoes, assesses their hazards, responds to

volcanic crises, and conducts research to fulfill a

Congressional mandate (P.L. 93-288) that the USGS issue

“timely warnings" of potential volcanic hazards to responsible
cy-management authori
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Monthly Update

Sunday, May 06, 2012 2:38 PM POT

Current Volcano Alert Level: NORMAL
+ Current Aviation Color Code: GREEN

Lassen Volcanic Center

volcanically active areas of California and Nevada.

Young Volcanoes in California & Nevadat

Ry

USGS

May 22 marks Lassen Peak's 97th eruption anniversary

May 22, 2012

On M , 1915 an explosive volcanic eruption occurred a

the most powerful single explosion from the series of eruptio

1917. It generated a high eruption column, pyrocla

Center is still active today and the USGS California Volcano Observatory monitors its acti
daily. For more information about this eruption, please read our fact sheet that detalls the
events.

High to Very High Threat Potential 1
Clear Lake Volcanic Field

Lassen Volcanic Center

Long Valley Caldera

Medicine Lake

Mano-Inyo Chain

Mount Shasta

Salton Buttes




ficios//valezinoss, uses.cjov/zst
OASHY T

A ﬁ‘ww e R
'ﬁ‘;‘ﬁﬁ B, IT*EAN DO ’AND How“ﬁ‘o PREVENT IE;?MAGE

&g. r.icult:ma Bmldlng Communlcatlon 1 -m 1 Power Sug;_ry Transportation 1 Water Supply 1 Waste Water 1 Actions 1 Clean-up
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What is Volcanic Ash? Volcanic ash brochures
olcanic ash consists of tiny jagged pieces of  Two ash fall hazards pamplets published by the International Voleanic
rock and glass. Ash is hard, abrasive, mildly Health Hazard Network (IVHHN) are available on the IVHHN
corrosive, conducts electricity when wet,and ~ Pamphlets webpage.
does not dissolve in water. Ash is spread over EEEEEEERE B EEEEE
broad areas by wind.
| Ash properties & ash distribution | GUIDELINES ON
N - THE HEALTH HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS
It o oo [ o et Bl OF VOLCANIC ASH BEFORE, DURING AND
Falling ash can turn daylight into complete A guide for the public AFTER AN ASHFALL
darkness. Accompanied by rain and lightning,
| the gritty ash can lead to power outages,
i prevent communications, and disorient people.
| Images & descriptions of ash fall |

aking action before, during, and after an ash
fall can prevent or reduce many of the
damaging effects of ash. Removing ash requires
disposal sites and coordination among
individuals and households, community
organizations, and businesses.

| Actions to take | Ash clean-up | Volcanic g = s

Managing ash fall in Yakima, Washington, from the 1980 eruption of o ; i [nformation relating to the health hazards of
Mount St. Helens: Overview by Dick Zais, City Manager :

volcanic activity are also available from the

International Volcanic Health Hazard Network

(IVHHN).See introduction to voleanic gases

and guidelines based on international urban and
industrial pollution studies.
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