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BACKGROUND

CARPA and its subcommittees undertake a variety of projects and have a range of activities, including
sponsoring training, reviewing outside sources of information or literature relating to emergency
response, and bringing focus to effective techniques that may not be widely known to those involved
in air emergencies. One activity is the identification of technical and operational tools and practices
that can help guide agencies in selecting means for responding to air emergencies.

The CARPA Tool Kit provides emergency responders and managers with information about practices
and methods to improve the consistency of response activities among agencies. A more consistent
approach to response provides better utilization of resources, eliminates last minute and confusing
decisions of which protocol or practice should be used, and shortens the time required to produce
data that can be used without excessive restrictions or caveats. The ultimate goal is to generate
easily understood information that can be readily acted upon by responders, health professionals,
information officers, and incident commanders.

Items in the Tool Kit are those deemed by CARPA as well-demonstrated and widely used practices in
emergency response by CARPA member agencies. Their use by CARPA member agencies have
demonstrated thus far that they have provided a consistent and uniform application by responding
agencies in California. These tools and practices may include hardware, software, equipment,
standards, methods, and operating practices related to collecting, analyzing, assessing, or
communicating air quality impacts. While specific brand names of equipment or methods may be
listed in the tool kit, CARPA itself does not endorse any commercial product, names, or model
numbers of specific equipment or methods. The CARPA Steering Committee recognizes that there
may be other commercial products available which may be just as effective for collecting, analyzing,
assessing, or communicating air quality impacts. Other equipment, methods, and practices can be
suggested for review to the subcommittees.

SUBMITTAL AND APPROVAL PROCESS

A CARPA subcommittee or sub-group may propose a technical or operational tool or practice for
inclusion in the Tool Kit. Each proposal will rely principally on the recommendations of the
subcommittees and focus on topic areas called out in the CARPA Charter. The subcommittee can use
Tool Kit Submittal Form (CARPA Form 2.1) to provide information on the use, applicability, and
validity of the proposed practice. Once submitted, the CARPA Steering Committee will use the Too/
Kit Approval Form (CARPA Form 2.2) in their approval process. Once adopted, the information will be
posted for public access on the CARPA web page (http://www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/carpa.htm).

The Steering Committee will periodically review the items in the Tool Kit to ensure the list is current
and remains relevant. The Committee will revise the Tool Kit components to reflect the most up-to-
date information. That action may require revising or deleting items previously listed.
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