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Outline 

• CalBRACE- Accelerating Adaptation Planning for Public 
Health 

 

• Climate adaptation planning tools for local counties 

 

• Bringing federal, state and local public health practitioners 
together to address climate change in California  

 

• Next BRACE Framework Steps and engagement 
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Accelerating Adaptation Planning  

 

• Climate change is happening now 
 

• Health equity principles and partners 
 

• The CDC BRACE Framework 
 

• Exposures: extreme heat, sea level rise, 
wildfires, drought, and air quality 
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Step 1 
Forecasting 

Climate Impacts 
and Assessing 
Vulnerabilities 

2 
Projecting the 

Disease Burden 

3 
Assessing Public 

Health 
Interventions 

4 
Developing and 
Implementing a 

Climate and 
Health 

Adaptation Plan 

5 
Evaluating 
Impact  & 
Quality of 
Activities 
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CDC BRACE Framework 
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Climate and Health Profile Reports 

 

• Overview of climate change and 
impacts on health 

 

• County-specific climate projections 

 

• Current health status and health 
inequities  
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BRACE Step 1  
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Vulnerability Assessment Reports
  

• Identifies places and populations 
through narratives, tables, and 
charts 

 

• 24 indicators of environmental 
exposure, population sensitivity, 
and adaptive capacity  
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BRACE Step 1  
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

EXPOSURES 

POPULATION 

SENSITIVITIES 

ADAPTIVE                 

CAPACITY 

Extreme Heat Days Children Air conditioning  

Sea Level Rise Elderly Tree canopy 

Air Quality  Education Impervious Surfaces 

Drought Poverty Public Transit Access 

Wildfires Housing Cost Burden 

Race and Ethnicity 

Outdoor Workers 

Vehicle Ownership 

Linguistic Isolation 

Disability 

Health Care Access 

Violent Crimes Rate 

Voter Participation 

BRACE Step 1  



Climate Projections:  
North Sierra Region  
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Annual rainfall 

 3 – 5 inches  
(2050) 

Heat waves 
 8 – 10/yr 

(2100) 

Source: Cal-Adapt.com 

Snowpack 
60%  

(2090) 

Fire risk 
 1.1 - 10.5 

(year) 
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Projected wildfire risk in 2085  
in Mariposa County 
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Source: CalAdapt, 2007 
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Mariposa County 
Snapshot of Climate and Health Indicators 

Risk above the state average 

Risk below the state average 
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Preliminary Findings 
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Population Living in Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones in Mariposa County 
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Source: Data from 2007 CAL FIRE FHSZ Model. Analysis by CDPH and UC Davis. 

Preliminary Findings 
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Mariposa County: Children 

Preliminary Findings 13 



Mariposa County: Outdoor Workers 

Preliminary Findings 14 



Vulnerability Assessment  
Introduction and Guide 

Approaches for planning  

•Health Equity 

•Regional Climate Collaboratives 
(ARCCA)  

•SB375 

•Health in All Policies  

Summarizes vulnerability report elements 

•Health Impacts and Indicators 
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CalBRACE Pilot LHDs 
• One pilot county LHD from 

each climate region  

 

• Local Health Departments 
co-develop and pilot 
climate adaptation planning 
tools 

 

• Webinars and workshop to 
foster collaboration and co-
development. 

 

• 1:1 technical assistance 

Source: CA Natural Resources Agency, Understanding Regional 
Characteristics: California Adaptation Planning Guide. 2012 
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CalBRACE Next Steps 
STEP 1 

• Release of CalBRACE Climate and Health Profile Reports 
Review (CHPR) and CalBRACE Vulnerability Assessment 
Reports (CVAR)  (email CalBRACE@cdph.ca.gov)  

• Produce Combined State-level Report (CHPR &CVAR)   
STEP 2  

• Projecting Burden of Disease – Regional  
STEP 3 

• Assessing, Prioritizing and Evaluating Public Health 
Interventions  

STEP 4 
• Strategic Climate Adaptation Plan for Public Health in 

California  
STEP 5  

• Ongoing evaluation and QI 
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Contact Us!  

CalBRACE@cdph.ca.gov 
 

 Robert Lipton, PhD, Principal Investigator 

 Paul English, PhD, Co-Investigator 

 Dorette English, MA, Program Manager 

 Jacqueline Chan, MPH, Health Data & Geospatial Analyst II 

 Eva Weinstein, MPH, Health Data & Geospatial Analyst II 

 

www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Pages/CalBRACE.aspx  
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