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Overview 

 

 

• Los Angeles County Department 

of Public Health’s (DPH) climate 

change work 

–Involvement with LARC 

• LARC’s Framework for Regional 

Climate Action and Sustainability 
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Climate Change in Los Angeles means 

• Higher average temperatures 

– More extreme heat days (over 95°F) 

• Worse air quality 

• More acres burned by wildfires 

• Greater incidence of vector-borne diseases 
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Five Point Plan to Reduce the Health Impacts of Climate Change 
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publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/climatechange 
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Climate & Health Workshop Series 

 

 
• Content: 

– Lecture, < 20 minutes 

– Brainstorming session 

 

• Original run (2013-2014) 
– 16 sessions 

– Invited staff only 

 

• Second run (2014-2015) 
– 5 core sessions 

– All DPH staff invited 
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Workshop Content 

 

 
1. Introduction to how climate change is projected to impact 

health globally and locally 

2. Vulnerable populations and co-benefits of climate 

change adaptation 

3. How to apply adaptive management in the context of 

climate action planning 

4. Ten things every public health professional should know 

about climate change 

5. How to communicate climate change-related risks to 

critical stakeholders 
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Workshop Content 

 

 
www.laregionalcollaborative.com/climateandhealth 
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Leadership 

 

 

• Climate Committee 

– Formed 2014 

– Participants include County Departments 

of Beaches & Harbors, Fire, Internal 

Services, Parks & Recreation, Public 

Works, Regional Planning 

– Working on urban heat island reduction 

plan 
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Urban Heat Island Effect in LA 
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Urban Heat Island Effect in LA 

 

 

Source: California Department of Public Health and the Public Health Institute 12 



Urban Heat Island Reduction Plan 

 

 
• Benefits 

– Save lives 

– Lower energy costs 

– More comfortable to exercise and play outside 

– Improved air quality 

• Components 

– Tree planting and maintenance 

– Cool roofs 

– Cool and permeable pavements 
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Participation in LARC 

 

 

• Connections with other agencies, non-

profits, and researchers in the region 

• Access to best science 

• Awareness of new and ongoing 

projects region-wide 

• Participation in regional goal-setting, 

such as with the Framework 
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Cultivating partnerships to connect climate research and policy  
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