
Move over Ty Pennington, there is a new    
makeover trend going on in California.  On 
March 22, 2010, ARB Chairman Mary D. 
Nichols and Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Mark  Ridley-Thomas joined with local     
environmental experts and public utilities to 
launch a week-long series of energy savings 
programs to help businesses and residents 
reduce energy use in the Lennox area of 
southwest Los Angeles. 

Southern California Edison, West Basin    
Water District and the Golden State Water 
Company installed energy and water         
conservation equipment, including new    
lighting, refrigeration and heating, low-flush 
toilets and kitchen appliances in               
more than 90 businesses. 

Supervisor Ridley-Thomas said the goal is to  
demonstrate how small businesses can easily 

achieve 15 to 20 percent in energy savings with 
retrofits and by taking advantage of available   
resources. 

“Our energy makeover will demonstrate that 
small communities can improve their carbon 
footprint and benefit their bottom line through 
minor    improvements in their homes and 
businesses,” Supervisor Ridley-Thomas said 
during the kickoff event at a shopping center 
in Lennox. 

Supervisor Ridley-Thomas has made          
improving the environment and generating 
jobs in the area a top priority.  In addition to 
reducing energy use, these latest efforts in  
Lennox will shine a spotlight on green       
technology and environmental awareness. 

Small Businesses Benefit in So Cal Energy Makeover  

purchase of ARB-certified or approved zero-
emission commercial vehicles on a first come, 
first served basis.  And automakers are       
introducing more new models over the coming 
months that qualify for this program.   

The rebates are available to all Californians, 
whether they are forward-thinking individuals, 

Purchasing a clean hybrid or zero-emissions 
vehicle just got easier than ever in California 
with $3.7 million in available rebates.  Yes, 
we’re talking about free money. 

Californians can get up to $5,000 for the   
purchase of eligible zero-emission and plug-in 
hybrid vehicles, and up to $20,000 for the 
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Small business owners packed the Green  
California Summit on March 16 looking for 
ways to turn green actions into greenbacks. 

There was big interest in learning about how 
other businesses have been successful in 
greening their operations.  As a result, ARB 
hosted a small business workshop at the  
summit, packed with more than 100          
participants,  where featured speakers       
described environmentally friendly steps they 
have taken that have cut costs to their      
businesses and customers.  

Other summit sessions included market and 
economic analysts, funding experts and local 
organizations that presented topics ranging 
from industry opportunities to funding and 
resource availability to help make it easier for 
businesses to be green. 

ARB received numerous requests to hold 
similar workshops in other parts of the state 
and aims to make future events even more 
practical for local businesses. 

Many California small businesses are already 
reaping the benefits of greening their          
operations and it’s clear that they are key in 
growing California’s green economy.  

To help, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
recently established the Office of Economic 
Development www.business.ca.gov, a         
centralized point for helping businesses take 
advantage of the changing business landscape.  

The movement toward a greener economy 
makes economic cents and environmental 
sense but it will require a change in the way 
businesses are run, buildings are constructed 
and the way energy is used. Those who see the 
opportunities early will be in prime position 
before others catch on. 

Check out www.coolcalifornia.org for ways 
your business can take advantage of the   
growing green economy and sign on to the 
email list to receive future announcements 
about green business workshops in your area. 

Small Business Opportunities Blossom in California’s 
Green Economy 
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California is taking bold measures to support 
more green jobs throughout the state. 

Demand is growing for employees who are 
skilled in energy and water efficiency,        
renewable energy and clean                     
transportation.  To help train this new    
workforce, the Green Collar Jobs Council 
runs training programs funded by ARRA and 
state dollars that will create a workforce able 
to fill jobs in renewable energy development, 
climate change strategies, vehicle fuel       
technology and green-building construction.  

ARB is a member of the Green Collar Jobs 
Council in recognition that a clean            
environment and a thriving economy go 
hand-in-hand.  California is poised to grow a 
low-carbon, clean-energy economy that will 
foster jobs creation in solar panel installation, 
electric vehicle maintenance, computer     

programming and fuel-cell technology         
research.   

Many community colleges are now planning to 
incorporate green jobs training into their    
curriculum, and some already are.  Contra 
Costa Community College District and Long 
Beach Community College District are among 
them.   

Victor Valley College in Victorville, California, 
is developing an advanced solar technology    
curriculum that will include installation,      
operations and maintenance, spurred by the 
construction of a one megawatt solar power 
plant that delivers clean energy to the campus. 

Green jobs are California’s future and AB 32 is 
playing a key role in economic growth, moving 
the state away from its dependence on        
petroleum.  Look for more subtle changes in 
the coming decade. 

Investing in Green Jobs 

Green Building Construction 

Biochemist   

Solar Panel Installation 

Smart Car Information Booth 

Workshop Participants 

ARB staff give a                
Small Business Toolkit      

Demonstration 
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“California already has 

more than 300,000 green 

jobs and the best is yet to 

come,” said Victoria 

Bradshaw, Secretary of 

the Labor and Workforce 

Development Agency. 

Survey Identifies Over 300,000 Green Jobs in CA  

The survey also found that 63 percent of           
employers use at least one sustainable    
business practice.  Of these, 80 percent  
recycle, 50 percent use recycled products 
and nearly 40 percent use energy efficient 
practices. 

The manufacturing sector was the leading   
employer in the CA survey, with over 
93,000 workers in green jobs out of the total 
of close to 500,000 jobs with at least some      
responsibilities related to green products or 
services. Green jobs range from simple 
changes in existing jobs such as a laborer 
who carefully dismantles materials for    
recycling  purposes and architects who   
design energy efficient buildings, to newly 
developed jobs like solar installers, biomass 
collectors and wind turbine technicians. 

California is leading the way in creating an 
environmentally sensitive economy, with 
more than 300,000 people spending at least 
half their time on the job focused on green 
products or services, according to a new 
state Employment Development Depart-
ment (EDD) survey that drew responses 
from nearly 15,500 employers. In all, the 
study identified nearly half-a-million green 
jobs in California. 

While the impact of California’s emphasis 
on a green economy has been widely     
discussed, the survey is the first of its kind 
to take a large scale look at green jobs. 

The survey counted the number of green 
jobs, which were defined as those          
producing goods or services that result in 
“GREEN:” 

 Generating & storing renewable energy 

 Recycling existing materials 

 Energy-efficiency-related work 

 Education, compliance & awareness 

 Natural & sustainable products 

Clean Vehicles (continued from page 1)  
business owners, or government             
organizations.  The rebates can be applied 
to the purchase of eligible cars, trucks, 
heavy-duty commercial vehicles,             
motorcycles, or neighborhood electric    
vehicles. 

And ARB has not forgotten about         
California truck and bus owners.  The ARB 

launched a $20 million funding assistance               
program that reduces the up-front cost of 
hybrid trucks and buses anywhere from 
$10,000 to $45,000 per vehicle, and each 
buyer is entitled to up to 100 vouchers   
regardless of the size of their fleet on a first 
come, first served basis. 
 

The program is one of many funding      
assistance opportunities designed by ARB 
to help make California the greenest state in 
the nation. 

To learn more about the program, see:  http://energycenter.org/index.php/incentive-programs/clean-vehicle-rebate-project  

For more information, visit: 
www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/?pageid=1032 

The Nissan Leaf is a               
Zero Emission Vehicle 

Wind Turbine Technician 

Solar Panel Installation 
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 If you would like to get future issues of this newsletter, 
please subscribe to our climate change email list at: 

www.arb.ca.gov/cc/newsletter/newsletter.htm 

Office of Communications 
1001 I Street  
Sacramento CA 95814 

For questions on the information 
contained in this newsletter, 
contact: pio@arb.ca.gov 

California Air Resources Board 

The Ombudsman’s Corner  
An Entrepreneurial Attitude 

 

If you have ever used a personal 
computer or typed a document 
using computer software, you 
probably know the brand names 
Apple and Microsoft.  The names 
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates, the 
entrepreneurs who developed those 
technologies, are now household 
words.  Thirty years ago, a small 
handful of people envisioned the 
future and took action to make it 
happen. 

Similarly, addressing climate change requires us to take action 
now to avert potentially severe future consequences. AB 32 calls 
for restraints on our energy consumption now and imposes 
some cost in our lifetime for benefits that will occur  to future 
generations. It offers us an opportunity to take on the attitude 
of an entrepreneur. 

How great an opportunity?  The world spent $63.5 billion on 
wind farms & turbines in 2009 up 23.5 percent from 2008.  The 
global biofuel market rose 29 percent, hitting $44.9 billion.           
California’s clean tech sector received $2.1 billion (60 percent of 
the total spent in North America).  In the words of Kevin 
Surace, the CEO of Serious Materials and INC Magazine’s 2009      
Entrepreneur of the Year, “This is a new industrial revolution.  
It doesn’t happen once in a lifetime.  It happens once in        
100 years.” 

To get added to La Ronda Bowen’s (ARB Ombudsman) e-mail list, 
send your contact information to:  Ombudsman@arb.ca.gov 

www.arb.ca.gov/cc/cleanenergy/cleanenergy.htm 

Learn more about AB 32 and California's 
Road Map to a Clean Energy Future, visit: 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

 

Get in the know on utility and state-sponsored 
rebate programs, local grant programs, and 
other financial incentives at 
www.CoolCalifornia.org 
 

The Cash For         
Appliances Program 
Ends Soon! 
 

Hurry and purchase a 
new energy-efficient           
appliance to take advantage  
of the over $21 million dollars      
remaining.   

 

 
 

Looking for more cool tips? 
 

Then become a fan on our Facebook page at: 

Download a rebate form at:   
www.cash4appliances.org/ 

www.facebook.com/coolcalifornia 
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