
regulations to     
reduce greenhouse 
gases (GHG) from 
new passenger    
vehicles, and       
authorized by the 
2002 legislation    
Assembly Bill 1493 
(Pavley).   
 
EPA's decision to grant a waiver now allows  
California the authority  to enforce car tailpipe 
greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Air 
Act. 

Climate Change Program 

The Air Resources Board (ARB) approved a 
regulation that will implement Governor 
Schwarzenegger's Low Carbon Fuel Standard 
calling for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from California's transportation fuels 
by 10 percent by 2020. 
 
The new regulation is aimed at diversifying the 
variety of fuels used for transportation. It will 
boost the market for alternative-fuel vehicles 
and achieve 16 million metric tons of         
greenhouse gas emission reductions by 2020. 
ARB representatives describe the measure as the 
most important early action called for under   
AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act 
(Nunez, 2006). 
 
"The new standard means we can begin to break 
our century-old dependence on petroleum and 
provide California with greater energy security," 

said ARB Chairman Mary 
D. Nichols. "The drive to 
force the market toward 
greater use of alternative 
fuels will be a boon to the 
state's  economy and  
public health - it reduces 
air pollution, creates new 
jobs and continues     
California's leadership in 
the fight against global 
warming." 
 
According to ARB  
analyses, to produce the 
more than 1.5 billion gallons of biofuels needed, 
over 25 new biofuel facilities will have to be built 
and will create more than 3,000 new jobs, mostly 
in the state's rural areas. 

California Approves Low Carbon Fuel Standard 

On June 30, 2009, the U.S. Environmental    
Protection Agency (EPA) granted a waiver that 
enables California authority to adopt and      
implement greenhouse gas emissions standards 
for new motor vehicles, beginning with the  
current model year.  
 
Previously, EPA’s California waiver denial was 
based on an interpretation of the Clean Air Act 
finding that California did not have a need for 
its greenhouse gas emission standards to meet 
“compelling and extraordinary conditions.”  
 
In September 2004 the ARB Board passed  

U.S. EPA Granting California Authority to 
Reduce Greenhouse Gases from New Cars 
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In the battle to reduce climate change, the      
California Air Resources Board has equipped 
two battery-powered electric vehicles to take 
ground level readings of greenhouse gases 
throughout the state. 
 
The two vehicles, working together to gather 
upwind and downwind readings of sources, 
will monitor for greenhouse gas emissions 
such as CO2 and methane. The data will also 
provide information on how these           
compounds disperse when released. 
 
"These on-the-ground assessments will     
provide invaluable information to assure we 
are on the right course in terms of measuring 
and assessing greenhouse gas emissions, " 

said ARB Chairman Mary D. Nichols. "The 
data we gather with these mobile platforms will 
guide us as we continue to develop the      
regulations and programs to meet our         
Assembly Bill 32 goals." Data collected will be 
used to check the accuracy of computer    
models used to predict the amount of      
greenhouse gases in the state’s air.  
 
The mobility of these vehicles enables the    
isolation of an individual source.  The vehicles 
can also travel around the state to examine a 
variety of different sources, particularly dairies, 
landfills, water treatment plants and traffic 
with near real-time accounting. 
 
Video:  www.arb.ca.gov/videos/cars384x288.wmv 

regulation will reduce emissions from landfills 
with existing control systems by requiring 
them to be operated in a manner to minimize 
methane emissions.    

“Fixing the leaks in existing landfill gas         
collection systems is a fast way to cut the    
methane gas that is directly harming the earth's 
atmosphere," said ARB Chairman Mary D. 
Nichols.  

The California Air Resources Board approved 
a regulation aimed at capturing methane from 
landfills throughout the state, a move that will 
reduce 1.5 million metric tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
 
This regulation will require 14 uncontrolled   
municipal solid waste landfills throughout the 
state to design and install new gas collection 
and control systems by 2012. In addition, the      

New Tool in Battle Against Climate Change 

Landfill Measure to Reduce Global Warming Gases  

in 2020 - roughly the equivalent of taking 
140,000 cars off the road for a year. 
 
"This is a common-sense and cost-effective 
measure that will help cool the cars we drive 
and fight global warming," said ARB        
Chairman Mary D. Nichols. "It represents the 
kind of innovative thinking we need to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from our vehicles 
and steer our economy toward a low-carbon 
future.” 

California Approves First-in-Nation Approach to            
Keep Cars Cooler 
The California Air Resources Board approved 
a regulation that will require new cars sold in   
California, starting in 2012, to have windows 
that reflect or absorb heat-producing rays 
from the sun. This will help keep cars cooler, 
increase their fuel efficiency and reduce global 
warming pollution. 
 
Cooler cars mean less air conditioning, 
thereby increasing fuel efficiency and        
preventing about 700,000 metric tons of   
carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere 

“New standards will 
block sun's          

heat-producing rays 
through windows,” 

said Chairman 
Nichols.  
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Zero polluting cars fitted to   
measure greenhouse gases 

Tractor moving trash at a    
Landfill 



      

Experts to Advise on Cap-and-Trade Program 

2009 Climate Champions Announced 

Obama Announces National Fuel Efficiency Policy 

2008 Climate Champions at   
Climate Camp in Scripps Coastal 
Reserve in La Jolla 
 

www.CoolCalifornia.org/youth 

California Environmental Protection 
Agency Secretary Linda Adams and Air  
Resources Board Chairman Mary Nichols 
announced a 16-member Economic and 
Allocation Advisory Committee to give  
recommendations on the implementation of 
the state’s landmark Global Warming     
Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) and         
associated cap-and-trade system that will 
reduce California greenhouse gas emissions 
to 1990 levels by 2020. 
  
“Setting a binding cap on carbon will     
necessarily create a new currency 
(allowances) worth a significant amount of 
money. Whether the allowances are freely 
distributed or auctioned, the decisions about 
how to distribute this value will have      
significant implications for the costs and 

benefits to California consumers and     
businesses.” said Chairman Nichols. “This 
committee will provide valuable advice and 
expertise to shape the cap-and-trade       
program to maximize the overall economic 
benefits to California and assure we meet 
our environmental goals”  
 
The committee will provide                    
recommendations on allocation of          
allowances and use of the their value.  The 
committee members also will help inform 
the ARB on its revised economic analysis.  
The committee is expected to prepare a  
report with its findings and deliver it to the 
Board by the end of the year.  
 
For more info, visit: 
www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/capandtrade.htm 

than 5 percent per year and a reduction of 
approximately 900 million metric tons in 
greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
“That is why this announcement is so     
important, for it represents not only a 
change in policy in Washington, but the 
harbinger of a change in the way business is 
done in Washington,” said President 
Obama “As a result of this agreement, we 
will save 1.8 billion barrels of oil over the 
lifetime of the vehicles”  

President Obama set in motion a new    
national policy aimed at both increasing fuel 
economy and reducing greenhouse gas   
pollution for all new cars and trucks sold in 
the United States.  
 
The new standards, covering model years    
2012-2016, and ultimately requiring an   
average fuel economy standard of 35.5 mpg 
in 2016, are projected to save 1.8 billion 
barrels of oil over the life of the program 
with a fuel economy gain averaging more 

Each Climate Champion will undertake an     
individual project over the next year to 
tackle the causes of climate change and  
engage peers in taking action. 

ARB and British Council staff selected the 
champions based on their dedication to 
tackling climate change, communication 
skills and commitment to undertaking 
greenhouse gas-reducing projects in their 
schools and communities. 

ARB recently announced California’s 10 
high school “Climate Champions” on the 
steps of the State Capitol.  As the U.S.    
representatives of British Council’s         
International Climate Champions, the  
members of the California program will 
educate peers and local communities on the 
impacts of climate change and will          
encourage individual action to address the 
causes of climate change. 
 

“In the past, an 
agreement such as this 
would have been 
considered 
impossible,” said 
President Obama. 
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ARB is currently conducting  
public meetings to collect input 
into the design of California’s 
cap-and-trade program. 



California's major initiatives for reducing     

climate change, or greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions, are outlined in Assembly Bill 32 

(signed into law 2006), 2005 Executive Order 

and a 2004 ARB regulation to reduce         

passenger car GHG emissions.  These efforts 

aim to reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels 

by 2020 - approximately 30 percent, and then 

an 80 percent reduction below 1990 levels by 

2050.   

 

The main strategies for making these           

reductions are outlined in the AB 32 Scoping 

Plan.  ARB is also working with other state 

agencies and other groups working on         

climate issues which are being coordinated by 

the state’s Climate Action Team. 

C L I MAT E C H A NG E P RO G R AM  

The California Air Resources Board is tasked 

with implementing California’s Climate Change 

Scoping Plan.  The plan is a central requirement 

of Assembly Bill 32, the Global Warming 

Solutions Act, requiring California to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. 

 www.arb.ca.gov/climatechange 

California Air Resources Board 

Office of Communications 
1001 I Street  
Sacramento CA 95814 

For questions on the information 
contained in this newsletter, 
Contact: pio@arb.ca.gov 

10 Easy Steps to Reduce Your  
Carbon Footprint and Save on     

Your Energy Bill 
 

1. Change your commute 

2. Be a better consumer 

3. Shop local 

4. Conserve water 

5. Unplug it 

6. Change the lights 

7. Set your thermostat for the season 

8. Increase energy efficiency at home 

9. Stop unwanted services 

10. Get your friends and families to 

reduce their carbon footprint 

What is Cool California? 

“Cool California” is THE one-stop-shop 

that provides all Californians with the 

tools they need to take action, save 

money and reduce their impact on the 

climate.  www.CoolCalifornia.org partner     

organizations seek to     

empower Californians to 

improve the state’s future 

and protect its environment while     

keeping California cool. 
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