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 Be a part of the solution 

and take action now to     

reduce your                 
 

carbon footprint!  

10 Easy Steps to Reduce 
Your Carbon Footprint 

and Save on Your           
Energy Bill! 

1. Change your commute!  

2. Be a better consumer!  

3. Shop local!  

4. Dry-up Household Water  
Consumption!  

5. Unplug it!  

6. Change the 
lights!  

7. Set your        
Thermostat for 
the Season! 

8. Increase Energy Efficiency at 
home!  

9. Stop Unwanted Services! 

10. Get your friends and families 
to reduce their  carbon     
emissions! 

Visit:  www.coolcalifornia.org 

 

 

 
For information about individual        
actions to reduce greenhouse 
gases, save your planet, and save 
money, check out Cool California at 
www.coolcalifornia.org 

For information about California’s      
efforts to reduce greenhouse gases 
go to: www.arb.ca.gov/climatechange 

June 2010 

Join millions of Californians  
already working to solve  

climate change and keep  
California Cool! 

http://www.coolcalifornia.org/�
http://www.arb.ca.gov/�


Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
The chart below shows 2006 greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions.  The transportation sector (largely cars 
and trucks) is the largest contributor with 39% of the 
state’s total GHG emissions.  The combined electricity 
sector (in-State & Imports) totals 22%.  

Atmospheric gases such as water vapor,       
carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous 
oxide (N2O), and others, trap radiation in the 
Earth's atmosphere.  This is known as the 
"greenhouse effect".   Rapid increases in these 
gases in modern times have changed the    
natural balance, increasing the Earth’s surface 
temperatures and resulted in climate change. 

The Greenhouse Effect 

Your voluntary actions both             
reduce your carbon footprint and 
lower your energy or fuel bills! 

You can choose to:  

 adjust your thermostat 

 use more efficient     
compact fluorescent 
lights 

 install an efficient water heater &   
solar electric panels 

 purchase energy star appliances 

 purchase an efficient vehicle 

What YOU Can Do 

What is California Doing 

The Global Warming Solutions Act (Assembly 
Bill 32, or AB 32), signed by the Governor in 
2006, requires California to reduce GHG 
emissions back to 1990 levels by 2020.  The 
AB 32 Scoping Plan provides California’s 
blueprint to achieve that goal.      

The Scoping Plan calls for ARB and other state 
agencies to adopt regulations and other     
initiatives to reduce GHGs.  ARB has            
approved 14 of the 30 regulations identified 
in the Scoping Plan, including all nine         
discrete early actions, which will provide 
about half of the emission reductions needed 
to return to 1990 levels by 2020.  The           
remaining measures should provide GHG 
emission reductions to reach California’s   
total goal by 2020.   

Is the Earth Warming? 

Scientists believe that the earth is warming 
faster than at any time in the previous 1,000 
years.  The average global surface            
temperature has increased by 1.1 degrees 
Fahrenheit since the 19th century.  The 10 
warmest years of the last century all          
occurred within the last 15 years - 1998 was 
the warmest year on record.  As atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases rise, so 
do temperatures, because less heat is able 
to escape the atmosphere.  This rise in    
temperature is accompanied by climatic 
changes, some dramatic and some subtle, 
that affect how organisms live, adapt, and     
survive on the planet. 

Impacts of Climate Change 
Climate change will have an impact on           
California’s natural resources, ecosystems,     
infrastructure, health systems, and the economy.  
Californians must understand how to effectively 
prepare and adapt to the changing climate and 
more importantly, to lessen any impacts.  

 1.3 ºF higher temperatures 

 ~7 inch sea level rise 

 12% decrease in fraction of 
runoff between April and 
July 

 Snowmelt and spring blooms 
advanced 2 days/decade 
since 1955 

 Increase in wildfire frequency (over 34 years) 

California Projected Impacts: 
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