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• Part of the California Environmental Protection Agency

• CARB is the clean air agency that oversees state and 
federal air quality and greenhouse gas programs
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• Responsible for enforcing CARB’s regulatory 
programs including cars, diesel trucks, and 
greenhouse gasses

• Settles approximately 350 cases per year

• Penalties paid as part of a settlement

• Currently up to 25% of the penalty can be 
used to fund SEPs providing benefits 
beyond regulatory requirements
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A SEP is an 
environmentally 
beneficial project that a 
person subject to an 
enforcement action 
voluntarily agrees to 
undertake in settlement 
of the action and to 
offset a portion of a 
civil penalty.
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• School Bus SEP
 Provides funding to reduce emissions by exceeding 

regulatory requirements to upgrade vehicles
 $1,147,500

• Diesel training SEP
 Supports diesel job training programs
 $456,400

• Small off-road training SEP
 Supports job training for maintenance of small off-

road engines
 $30,000
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• A public process to solicit potential SEPs from 
disadvantaged communities

• The amount of the SEP can be up to 50% of 
the settlement penalties

• An annual list of SEPs that may be selected to 
settle a portion of an enforcement action

• A consideration in the relationship between the 
location of the violation and location of the 
proposed SEP with priority given to projects in 
disadvantaged communities
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• CalEnviroScreen

• Potential policy 
 In or benefiting 

disadvantaged 
communities

 Preference for 
direct reductions 
in emissions or 
exposure
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• Update SEP criteria

• Develop a new process for
 Soliciting SEP ideas

 Selecting SEPs for funding

 Administering SEPs

 Reporting on results
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• Current Requirements
 Nexus to the violation
 Not benefit the violator
 Above and beyond regulatory requirements
 Reduces emissions or exposure to pollution

• New Considerations (AB1071)
 The relationship between the location of the 

violation and SEP 
Within or benefits disadvantaged communities 
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• Anyone can submit a SEP idea

• Examples of potential SEPs
 Air monitoring studies in disadvantaged communities

 Projects that reduce emissions beyond regulatory 
requirements

 Projects that reduce exposure to air pollutants and 
greenhouse gases

 Projects that prevent or reduce future emissions 
including training programs or awareness campaigns
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• Form available at:  
http://www.arb.ca.gov/e
nf/seppolicy.htm

• Submit online or 
send form to:
SEP@arb.ca.gov
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• Recipient:  community group

• Project:  partnership with university using 
low-cost monitoring equipment

• Goal:  to understand community exposure 
and focus future enforcement efforts

• Emission reductions:  indirect
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• Recipient:  school district

• Project:  upgrade school buses by 
repowering to optional low-NOx engines 

• Goal:  reduce emissions and children’s 
exposure to bus exhaust 

• Emission reductions: direct

14

• Recipient:  school district

• Project:  install air filters in classrooms and 
plant trees along recreational areas

• Goal:  reduce exposure to air pollutants in 
classrooms and during outdoor activities

• Emission reductions: direct 
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• Recipient:  community college

• Project:  develop new curriculum for fuel-cell 
transit bus maintenance and repair

• Goal:  train students from disadvantaged 
communities in state-of-the-art technologies

• Emission reductions: indirect 
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• Recipient:  health clinic 

• Project:  implement a community outreach 
campaign to educate families about asthma 
prevention and treatment

• Goal:  teach strategies to minimize exposure 
and to know when to seek medical attention

• Emission reductions: indirect 
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• In order for a project 
idea to be eligible for 
funding, it needs a 
sponsor and budget

• Form available at:  
http://www.arb.ca.go
v/enf/seppolicy.htm

• Submit online or send 
form to:  
SEP@arb.ca.gov

18

• Board approves updated SEP policy, that:

 Establishes SEP categories and qualification 
criteria

 Establishes nexus criteria

 Establishes project selection criteria

 Establishes oversight and reporting provisions
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• We need your feedback 
 Email: SEP@arb.ca.gov  

• Public workshop in Fall 2016 to present 
updated draft policy and guidelines

• Board item in December 2016
• Anticipate first funded SEPs in late 2017
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• Border Area

H. Cuauhtémoc Pelayo

626-575-6779

Hector.pelayo@arb.ca.gov

• Central Valley Area

Northern: Maria Loera

916-229-0347

Maria.loera@arb.ca.gov

Southern: Victoria Villa

626-575-6772

Victoria.villa@arb.ca.gov

• Los Angeles Area

Michelle Shultz Wood

626-459-4338

Michelle.shultzwood@arb.ca.gov

• San Francisco Bay Area

Kristen McKinley

916-229-0505

Kristen.mckinley@arb.ca.gov 

• Sacramento Area

Rebecca Geyer

916-229-0438

Rebecca.geyer@arb.ca.gov
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• Are there air quality issues and/or concerns 
present in your community?

• What kinds of projects would benefit your 
community?

• Has your community benefited from 
environmental projects in the past?

• What community-based advocacy 
organizations are present in your 
community?


