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Goals and objectives of SubEWG on Land Cover Types

Major goal/objectives:

To investigate types of land available for 
conversion to cropland or lands that could 
potentially be converted for bioenergy/ 
commodity crop/new production and analyze 
effects on land use change with respect to 
key factors. 

Idea is to be descriptive, not so much 
prescriptive
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Key Topics
Major ideas behind potential use of both 

current and alternate land bases are to:

– Maintain and/or enhance existing land bases with 
respect to environmental quality and eco-system 
services, energy inputs/outputs, and economic 
returns, and 

– Possibly use other lands with current low 
productivity and “raise” their profile (e.g., less 
soil erosion, increased soil tilth/productivity, 
and/or economic return).

Prioritized list of topics/questions and expected time for resolving 
them for CARB :

1) What types of land cover can we identify as land sources for new agricultural 
lands (ST)

2) State and national global data sets – resolution, timeliness, gaps, are they 
relevant (ST)

3) Definition of marginal land (ST)

4) Lots of input to bring land up to level of productivity and impacts on GHG
(BSTLT)

5) What would the land be used for? Take the dynamic development of land into 
account.  What is the long-term dynamic land use baseline? Effect of adding 
biofuels into this system. (BSTLT)

6) Elasticity transformation (ST)

7) Elasticity with respect to area expansion for different land cover types (ST)

8) Remote sensing validation (LT)

9) Land cover as related to technological reclamation (UKN)

10) Reconciliation of agricultural land (land transformation elasticity) (BSTLT)


