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Principle 8:  Use of Technology, Inputs, and Management of Waste 

The use of technologies in biofuel operations seek to maximize production efficiency 
and social and environmental performance, and minimize the risk of damages to the 
environment and people. Production of certified biomass shall be transparent Biomass 
producers and fuel developers continuously improve practices and outcomes based on 
the best available science.  

Responsible Operators: Feedstock Producer, Feedstock Processor, Biofuel Producer 

8.1 Make certification and general information on biofuel production available 
to the general public unless the information is protected by national 
intellectual property laws or is proprietary.  

 
8.1.1 Responsible operator provides documented evidence 

demonstrating that information on the use of technologies in 
biomass/biofuel operations is publicly available except when the 
information is protected by national law or international agreements 
on intellectual property. 

 
8.2 The technologies used in biofuel operations including genetically 

modified: plants, microorganisms, and algae minimize the risk of 
damages to environment and people, and improve environmental 
and/or social performance over the long term.  

8.2.1 The use of genetically modified organisms follows relevant 
national or international laws and agreements and local and 
community agreements or understandings. 

8.2.2 Responsible operator identifies any risks from technologies 
used to the community, industries, and the environment.  The 
responsible operator demonstrates that any negative impacts 
identified from the technologies are avoided and/or mitigated.  

8.2.3 Responsible operator demonstrates social and environmental 
benefits from the technologies used for biofuel operations.  

8.3 Microorganisms used in biofuel operations which may represent a 
risk to the environment or people are adequately contained to 
prevent release into the environment.  

8.3.1 Avoid introduction or production of any microorganisms that 
are potentially invasive or pose a risk (pathogenic, mutagenic, 
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contaminant, etc.) to human health or the environment to be 
released outside the processing/production unit.  

8.3.2 Responsible operator that uses genetically modified 
organisms or other microorganisms that pose a risk includes 
in their management plan the adoption of practices that limit 
the spread of the microorganism, a monitoring program and 
that emergency procedures are in place in case of accidental 
spread or exposure to the environment.  

8.4 Residues, wastes, and byproducts from feedstock processing and biofuel 
production units are managed such that soil, water, and air physical, 
chemical, and biological conditions are not damaged.  

 


