	Principles and Criteria

	 

	1.  Legality

	1a.  Compliance with existing laws and regulations of the country in which the operation occurs and with relevant international laws and agreements. 

	2.  Planning, monitoring, and continuous improvement

	2a.  Operations shall be planned, implemented, and continuously improved through an open, transparent, and consultative Environmental and Social Impact Assessment and an economic viability analysis.

	2b.  A management plan -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operations -- shall be written, implemented, and kept up to date. The long term objectives of management, and the means of achieving them, shall be clearly stated. 

	2c.  A business plan that reflects a commitment to long-term economic viability shall be developed and implemented.

	2d.  Ongoing monitoring shall be conducted -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operation -- to assess management activities and their social and environmental impacts. The results of monitoring shall be incorporated into the implementation and revision of the management plan.



	3.  GHG emissions

	3a.  Biofuels shall contribute to climate change mitigation by significantly reducing lifecycle GHG emissions as compared to fossil fuels.



	3b.  Use of CA-GREET model to calculate lifecycle GHG emissions and achieve 10% reduction by 2020



	4.  Conservation - biodiversity, ecosystems, high conservation value areas



	4a.  Negative impacts on biodiversity, ecosystems, and High Conservation Value areas shall be avoided.



	4b.  Conservation values within the potential or existing area of operations shall be identified through a land-use planning process. Conservation values of local, regional or global importance within the potential or existing area of operation shall be maintained or enhanced.



	4c.  Ecosystem functions and services that are directly affected by biofuel operations shall be maintained or enhanced.



	5.  Soil

	5a.  Practices that seek to maintain soil health and reverse degradation shall be implemented.

	6.  Water

	6a.  A water management plan which aims to use water efficiently and to maintain or enhance the quality of the water resources that are used for biomass production and biofuel operations shall be developed and implemented.



	6b.  The quality and quantity of surface and groundwater resources shall be maintained or enhanced.  Biomass producers and biofuel operations shall not contribute to the depletion of surface or groundwater resources beyond replenishment capacities.



	7.  Air

	7a.  Air pollution from biofuel production shall be minimized.  Biomass production does not lead to air pollution. 



	8.  Use of technology, inputs and management of waste

	8a.  The use of technologies and inputs in biomass and biofuel production shall seek to maximize production efficiency and social environmental performance, and minimize the risk of damages to the environment and people.

	9.  Human and labor rights

	9a.  Human and labor rights shall not be violated  and decent work and the well-being of workers shall be promoted .



	9b.  Workers' wages and working conditions shall comply with all applicable laws and international conventions, as well as all relevant collective agreements.



	9c.  Workers shall enjoy freedom of association, the right to organize, and the right to collectively bargain.

	9d.  No slave labor or forced labor shall occur.

	9e.  No child labor shall occur, except on family farms and then only when work does not interfere with the child’s schooling and does not put his or her health at risk.

	9f.  Workers shall be free of discrimination of any kind, whether in employment or opportunity, with respect to gender, wages, working conditions, and social benefits.

	9g.  Conditions of occupational safety and health for workers shall follow internationally-recognized standards. If national requirements exist, the higher of the two standards will be used.

	9h.  Requirements outlined in this Principle to ensure human and labor rights apply equally when labor is contracted through third parties.

	10.  Rural and social development

	10a.  In regions of poverty, biofuel production shall contribute to the social and economic development of local, rural, and indigenous people and communities

	11.  Local food security

	11a.  Biofuel production shall ensure the right to adequate food and improve food security in food insecure regions.

	12.  Land Rights

	12a.  Land rights and land use rights shall be respected.
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