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February 24, :2','.00

Secretary Sunne ‘Wright McPeak: T
& Housing Agency
State of Calrfomrar ! B -
980 9" Street, Suite 2450
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Commentson‘(‘lalr rnia GoodsMovement Acti_on Plan-Phase II -
Dear Secretary McPeak

Thank you for the opportumty to comment on Phase II of the Plan The Plan does an
excellent job of documentmg the challenges facing California and acttons necessary to
preserve the State 'S premier standlng as the nation’s trade capital. L

We applaud you and the Govemor s leaderslnp to establrsh an Actron Pan to keep goods
moving in Calrforrua We support your goal to promote the efficient, safe delivery of
goods to the four key comdors outlmed in the plan, as well as mitigate the environmental

. - impacts of goods movement on ad_|acent commumtles ‘and businesses. Our cities have been
- working together on thrs delrcate,balance.;for the last ten years when we became aware of -
the srgmﬁcant 1mpacts to ol ) : S ~

We support your Phase Il glan approach to' mclude short-term mtermedrate terrn and long
term actions to achleve these goals We are apprecratlve that that the ACE Project is

recommended for Short 'T erm actron (0 3 years) and Intermedrate—Term Action (4-10

years) as shown on Page IV 3 and ‘Appendlx D-2.The ACE Project has been categonzed
in the list of recommended 1nfrastructure and operations projects. We accept the premise

* that projects cannot be lrsted more than once; however, we strongly believe the ACE

o Project easily quallﬁes for the publrc health and environmental impact mitigation category,

~ the communrty rmpact mltrgatron and workforce development category, and the public

safety category b : ed upo the beneﬁts summanzed below

The 31 crtres of San Ga l_Valley are workrng together to balance the quahty of life for
our two million resrdents"_' foster economlc vitality for our business communities and at the
same time support ‘the contrnurng explosron of trade from the LA and Long Beach Ports
through our region to the rest of the State and nation. After more than a year of study of the
rail freight impact on our commumtles the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments
unanimously adopted the Alameda Comdor East Project in 1998 and formed the Alameda
Corridor-East Constructron Authorrty to construct the $950 million project. It is supported
on a bi-partisan | basis by,the';Valley s 14 state legislators and five Congressional members.
The project is also supported by, the San Gabnel Valley Economic Partnership as a key
transportation 1nfrastructure 1mprovement necessary to ensure the delivery of goods and
services to local busme

,f the four-county Proyect shown on Append1x D-2is

The San Gabnel‘Vall y portion
is funded Phase IT is not currently funded ($500 mrllron)

under constructron and Phase"




We hope that with the state’s partnership and the financing options you have identified, we
along with the San Gabriel Valley cites can secure the needed funding and have the
remaining ten grade separations in Phase II built or in construction by 2010.

Upon completion, ACE Project benefits will include:

o Eliminating 221 tons of air emissions annually in the worst air basin in the nation;

¢ Avoiding a projected 300% increase in auto/truck delay at 20 grade separated
Crossings;

¢ Eliminating rail crossing vehicle accidents at 20 grade separations and greatly
reducing their likelihood at the remaining 34 crossings in the San Gabriel Valley;

e Elimination of hornblowing at 20 crossings;

 Supporting increased use of rail freight by incorporating capacity expansion into 20
grade separations; and

e Protecting 634,000 existing San Gabnel Valley jobs and 192,000 new jobs
projected by 2020.

We understand you and the Governor have indicated that the ACE Project is one of the
Administration’s top goods movement priorities to finish by the end of the decade. We appreciate
vour continuing support and inclusion of the project in the Phase I of the Action Plan. We believe
the ACE Project is a model for providing adjacent community mitigations, reducing congestion
chokepoints, reducing air pollution, and expanding freight capacity, while preservmg economlc :
vitality for local businesses. :

[n conclusion, we support your Phase II Action Plan and look forward to working with your staff
in implementing it. Thank you for your leadership and energy in undertaking this important effort
that affects the quality of life for our cities, residents, and businesses. Please feel free to contact
Rick Richmond, Chief Ex€cutive Officer, at (626) 962-9292 should you have any questions or
comments.

Sincerely,

(’—“‘\-.
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Emest Gutierrez
Chairman, ACE Construction Authority
Mayor, City of El Monte
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Bill Carney, Executive Director SGV Economic Partnership
SGV State Senators & Assemblymembers
SGV Congressional Members
Barry Sedlik, Deputy Secretary BT & H



