
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE 

Office of the Vice Chancellor 559 Aldrich Hall 
Administrative & Business Services Irvine, CA 92697-1025 

April 23, 2015 

Ms. Maureen Geeter 
Senior Real Estate Officer 
California Department of General Services 
Real Property Services Section 
707 Third Street, 5th Floor 
West Sacramento, CA 95605 

Mr. Robert Fletcher 
California Air Resources Board 
1001 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: ARB RFI (Bid# 136676) Air Resources Board Southern California Consolidation Project 

Dear Ms. Geeter and Mr. Fletcher: 

In response to the April 2, 2015, Request for Information (RFI) regarding a site location for the 
California Air Resources Board (ARB) Southern California Consolidation Project, UC Irvine is 
providing the attached information regarding a suitable project site located on the UCI campus. The 
UCI site has many positive attributes that support ARB's long-term programmatic requirements as 
identified in the RFI. The environmental quality of the UCI campus site coupled with the 
opportunity for strong academic collaboration with complementary University of California 
research resources provides the foundation for development of a state-of-the-art facility to serve 
California's long-term air quality and climate change goals. 

The proposed site is located at the intersection of Bison A venue and California A venue in the UCI 
west campus area (Exhibit 1 ). The site possesses excellent access from the regional transportation 
system and is located within a high-quality academic campus environment. The local climate and 
air quality in coastal Orange County is excellent and far superior to other subregions in southern 
California. The site is served by high-quality campus and community amenities within close 
proximity to serve ARB staff, including food service, recreation opportunities, 10-minute access to 
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a major airport, lodging for visitors, and transit. While the living conditions in the City of Irvine are 
highly valued, the City and adjacent communities have established and successfully implemented 
proactive programs to ensure affordable housing. 

The proposed site consists of a parcel of relatively level, undeveloped real property approximately 9 
acres in size located adjacent to a 20-acre land parcel developed with high-quality office space that 
would be available to ARB through a long-term lease. This would provide at least the minimum of 
14 acres required for this project. The 9-acre parcel is owned by the University of California, and 
the high-quality office space is owned and operated by The Irvine Company on leasehold from the 
University. The combination of the 9-acre parcel for development of new facilities to support the 
ARB testing programs combined with the ability to lease adjacent high-quality office space would 
provide ARB with significant flexibility and capital cost efficiencies in meeting long-term space 
needs. The campus could by agreement provide access to a wide range of high-quality conference 
facilities and auditorium space ranging from 100 seats to 750 seats as well as adjacent public 
parking. This would serve ARB' s need for public meeting space and enable the ARB to avoid the 
significant construction and maintenance costs associated with a separate 420-seat auditorium and 
associated parking as currently listed in the project Program Update Report. 

A fundamental expectation in proposing a location on the UCI campus is that significant academic 
collaboration would occur between the University and ARB as a part of the ongoing operations of 
the ARB facility. We believe that UCI's strength in energy, alternative vehicles, air quality, and 
climate change research; UCI and ARB's shared mission of air quality and climate protection; and 
physical adjacency on a public research campus would provide broad opportunities for 
collaboration. Foreseeable interaction would include joint research projects, ARB-sponsored 
research, and student internships. The record of UCI in promoting and managing interaction with all 
of the UC campuses is unparalleled and portends a robust program of interaction throughout the UC 
system through a UCI portal. Approval of a site for this facility on the UCI campus would be 
contingent on ARB's shared commitment to such academic relationships with UCI and the 
University of California in general. 

The UCI campus is nationally recognized for environmental quality and sustainability. UCI is a 
national leader in green building with 20 campus buildings achieving a LEED NC Gold or Platinum 
rating by the US Green Building Council. UCI's master plan and infrastructure systems reflect the 
highest standard in environmental design and sustainability, and these systems are significant 
factors contributing to UCI's success in its green building program. As a result, ARB's goal of 
establishing an environmentally superior project that achieves a high LEED certification level 
would be significantly enhanced by implementing this project within the UCI campus environment. 

The attached exhibits provide the site and real property information requested in the RFI. The 
purpose of this response is to identify initial UCI interests in this project and to provide basic site 
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information for your consideration. The approval of any land acquisition or other project elements 
as a result of this response would be subject to review and approval by the University of California 
Regents. 

Sincerely, 

~ell~ 
Vice Chancellor 

cc: Chancellor Howard Gillman 
Interim Provost Michael Clark 
Dean Kenneth Janda, School of Physical Sciences 
Dean Gregory Washington, The Henry Samueli School of Engineering 
Professor Scott Samuelsen, Director, UCI Advanced Power and Energy Program 
Professor Barbara Finlayson-Pitts, Director, AirUCI 
Professor David Feldman, Chair, Planning, Policy & Design 
Professor Donald Blake, Department of Chemistry 
Kate Klimow, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Community and Government Relations 
Richard Demerjian, Director, Environmental Planning and Sustainability 

Attachments: 
Exhibit 1 - Property Information 
Exhibit 2 - Site Location Map 
Exhibit 3 - Site Plan 
Exhibit 4 - Site Oblique 
Exhibit 5 - Flood Insurance Rate Map 
Exhibit 6 - Land Use Zoning 
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Exhibit 1: Property Information 

Property Owner:  The Regents of the University of California 

Contact Person: Wendell Brase, Vice Chancellor Administrative and Business Services, (949) 824-5107, 

wcbrase@uci.edu  

Proposed Site Identification:  APN # 120-135-88 

Proposed Financial Terms:  Long Term Ground Lease at Appraised Market Value   

Property Information:   

 Site Location Map (Exhibit 2) 

 Site Plan (Exhibit 3)  

 Site Oblique  (Exhibit 4)   

 Flood Protection – Located in Zone X, outside the 100-year flood zone, on the FEMA 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 06059CO288J. The nearest waterway, Bonita Creek, 

is approximately 0.2 mile to the southwest. (Exhibit 5)  

 Land Use Zoning – Proposed ARB use is consistent with the City of Irvine General Plan 

Institutional land use and adopted UCI Long Range Development Plan land use zoning 

and permitted uses. (Exhibit 6) 

 Environmental Compliance – The site is covered in an existing Program Environmental 

Impact Report (SCH # 2006071024) that includes development of this parcel within the 

environmental analysis.  Project-specific environmental analysis tiered from this Program 

EIR would be performed as part of the project approval process.   

 

Roadway Access: The site possesses excellent roadway access, located within 0.3 mile of State 

Route 73 (SR-73) with direct off-ramp access at Bison Road.  In addition, the project is in close 

proximity to Interstate 405 (I-405) and State Route 55 (SR-55).   

 

Transit Service:  The site is located within walking distance of on-campus Orange County 

Transportation Authority (OCTA) bus routes (Routes 79 and 213). The UCI campus is also 

served with OCTA transit service to the local Metrolink and Amtrak stations located in Tustin 

and Irvine.   

Local Air Quality: Area Number 20, Central Coastal Orange County, AQI Category Moderate, 

AQI Value 70.Site is located approximately 1,350 feet from the nearest heavily trafficked 

roadway (SR-73). 

Alternative Fueling Stations:  Two alternative fueling stations are located within two miles of 

the proposed project site, a UCI-operated hydrogen fueling station on campus at the corner of 

Jamboree and Campus Drive and a Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fueling station at John 

Wayne Airport.  Electric charging resources are located throughout campus, including a unique 

installation of 20 Level 2 chargers powered continuously by renewable solar generated electricity. 
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Exhibit 2: Site Location Map



 
Exhibit 3: Site Plan N.T.S. 

 



 
 Exhibit 4: Site Oblique 



Exhibit 5: Flood Insurance Rate Map



 
Exhibit 6: Land Use Zoning 

Permitted uses in Income Producing Inclusion Area include office space, research and 
development uses, commercial and retail space, conference facilities, research facilities, clinical 
uses, multi-purpose facilities, and other commercial or non-profit facilities. 


