Comment 1 for Open Comment for the March 27, 2025, Board Meeting
(mar ch20250pencomm) - Non-Reg.

First Name: bob

Last Name: mittel staedt

Email Address: ramittel staedt1010@gmail.com
Affiliation: E-Bike Access

Subject: CARB E-bike Incentive Program Includes lllegal Throttle Devices
Comment:

Bob Mttel staedt, for Ebike Access, the Marin based non profit
focused on increasing use of |egal e-bikes and curbing illega
throttle devices.

Last Decenber, CARB re-launched its nuch-del ayed CARB e- bi ke
incentive program Despite its |audable goal -- hel ping | ower

i ncone people buy e-bikes -- it has a serious problem \Woever
drew up the list of eligible e-bikes included numerous notorcycles
that don't nmeet California requirenents for e-bikes. So CARB is
subsi di zi ng and encour agi ng the purchase of dangerous notorcycles
that are not street |egal

This is not just a bad | ook for CARB and an inproper expenditure of
State funds. It also exposes at |east the purchasers to | ega
liability and to the risk of serious injury.

| alerted this Board and its staff to the problemstarting | ast
Decemnber . Until this norning, | had not received a substantive
response. Just this norning though | had a constructive tel ephone
call with staff.

To ensure continued progress and attention, | want to brief this
Board and offer sone constructive suggestions.

I do not think CARB staff did this deliberately or know ngly. The
same is nmore difficult to say with regard to the project

adm ni strator, Pedal Ahead, the San Diego conpany that received a
$10 mllion grant to run the project. Its former head Ed Cancy is
reportedly under investigation for other problens, and its current
poi nt of contact Scott Anderson previously worked as chief
marketing officer for Juiced Bikes, the naker of one brand of rogue
not or cycl es.

Incidentally, the termrogue notorcycles was coined by Cal Bi kes,
one of the sponsors and supporters of this incentive program which
has j oi ned our canpaign to address the problem of overpowered
vehi cl es being sold as e-bikes.

An exanpl e of a rogue motorcycle included on the eligible Iist at
the tinme of the launch is Juiced Bikes Ri pRacer. |Its notor is
capabl e of providing assistance above 20 nph--the legal limt for
throttle ebikes. It provides software that nakes it easy for riders
to change the setting to what they call Race Mbde and go 35 nph.
For that reason, it's nmy understanding that Juiced did not put an
ebi ke | abel on this vehicle and did not claimit nmet California



ebi ke standards.

Nonet hel ess, this nodel was included on the eligible list for the
CARB program adm ni stered by its former CMO, along wi th nunerous
ot her rogue notorcycles.

From ny conversations with staff this nmorning, | believe that they
are now taking this seriously and want to get to the bottomof it.

Suggested action itens by CARB

Ensure that staff provides a full report on how and who prepared
the eligible ebike list; identify which vehicles have been
purchased under the programto date; seek a refund fromthose
retailers and manufacturers; notify those purchasers that they
shoul d return the vehicle and receive a refund

Make this report available to the public, in the interest of
transparency and public education
Refer the natter to the AG for investigation of the nanufacturers
and retailers, both as to how they got on the approved list and the
consuner fraud aspects of their businesses.

I note that a consuner fraud class action is pending in Marin
Superior Court agai nst one manufacturer, Super 73. It is not on
the eligible list but the lawsuit provides a nodel for the AGto
consider in suing those on the list that do not exceed the
perm ssi bl e standards for e-bikes.

I woul d be happy to discuss further and provi de whatever
i nformati on you request.
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Comment 2 for Open Comment for the March 27, 2025, Board Meeting
(mar ch20250pencomm) - Non-Reg.

First Name: Jim

Last Name: Meyer

Email Address. jmeyer@aviation-repair.com
Affiliation:

Subject: Concern for Public Safety
Comment:

It is good to learn lessons fromsniffing the air after fires. As
in previous instances, it will reinforce the lesson that it is good
to extinguish fires quickly.

There is no technological alternative to the use of hard chrone
plating in the manufacture and repair of fire-fighting aircraft.
Additionally, it is illegal to use alternative repair methods which
are not approved by the FAA. Trivalent chrone plating is not
technologically feasible or legal for aircraft manufacture and
repair. Every aircraft used to conbat the fires required hard
hexaval ent chrone plating. The Cal Fire supply and repair chain is
dependent on hard chrone plating capacity. W are part of that

mai nt enance and repair chain

Thi s board has banned hard chronme plating. As a result, firmns
supporting CalFire (and airlines, and DOD) are disinvesting. Hawker
Pacific has closed. This nmeans the capacity to nanufacture and
repair key aircraft parts is shrinking. Exanples of inpacted
systens are: propeller systens, turbine engines, nmain and tai

rotor controls, |anding gear, thrust reversers, and other flight
critical conponents.

Yet, at the sane tine capacity is shrinking, this board predicts an
increase in wildfire activity due to climte change.

How does this board reconcile the divergence between the need to
increase firefighting capacity and its own regul ati ons whi ch ban
capacity? | have raised this issue for two years and | eadership
continues to turn a deaf ear. As tinme passes and future crises

arise other voices will join mine. W will all wonder why the board
did not nobve to correct its error earlier. Lives were lost in these
fires. It is likely lives will be lost in future fires. W should

all want to support rapid extinguishment of fires. Leadership on
this is desperately needed.

Sonehow, this board (with staff input) invested itself in the
notion that Trivalent Chrone Plating is a viable alternative for
the aircraft industry. It is not. At one point, a board nenmber
asked staff what industry thought of the proposed chrone plating
ban. Staff answered that they had "tal ked to Boei ng" and
apparently, that answer satisfied the board. Wll, | amhere to
tell you that Boeing in nearly all cases, is not the nanufacturer
or the naintenance and repair provider for the helicopters and
turbo-prop aircraft in the CalFire fleet. | speak as a 20+ year
veteran forner enployee of Boei ng.



| amgrateful for the opportunity to again insert this concern in

the public record. | pray the nmechani sms CARB has instilled to
collect this input will result in action by responsible individuals
concerned with public safety. To date, | have received no

comuni cation from CARB staff which indicates any notivation to
explore safe alternatives to the ban
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Comment 1 for Open Comment for the March 27, 2025, Board Meeting
(mar ch20250pencomm). (At Hearing)

First Name: Jim

Last Name: Meyer

Email Address. jmeyer@aviation-repair.com
Affiliation:

Subject: Community Engagement
Comment:

It will be interesting to see if, in practice, the conmunity
engagenent nodel results in acknow edgenent and two-way dial ogue
wi th people who are engaged with the board through public conmrent.
I am |l ooking forward to a change.
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Comment 2 for Open Comment for the March 27, 2025, Board Meeting
(mar ch20250pencomm). (At Hearing)

First Name: Lenore

Last Name: Bird

Email Address: noribird3060@gmail.com
Affiliation:

Subject: Methane Regulation - Chiquita Landfill
Comment:

I amwiting to bring urgent attention to the severe and ongoi ng
health crisis caused by the Chiquita Landfill. As a 38-year

resi dent of Castaic, | have always been in relatively good health,
asi de from some manageabl e hereditary conditi ons. However, in
recent years, | have devel oped serious and unusual health issues
that | strongly believe are linked to the toxic enmissions fromthe
[andfill, which has been burning underground and rel easing
hazardous chenicals such as benzene into the air

After attending Town Hall neetings and speaking wth other

residents, | have learned that ny synptons are not isol ated--many
people in ny community are suffering fromsinmlar unexpl ained and
severe health conditions. | am deeply concerned about what

| ong-term exposure to these pollutants is doing to our conmunity
and future generations.

The Devastating Inpact on Daily Life

The horrible snell fromthe landfill has disrupted nearly every
aspect of ny daily life:
. Qut door activities have been elimnated. | used to enjoy

sitting in ny backyard, gardening, and hosting BB with fanly and
friends. Now, the air is often so polluted that spending tine
out si de i s unbearabl e.

. My hone is no longer a refuge. | nust keep my wi ndows
closed at all times to block out the toxic odors, which nmeans
running ny air conditioning year-round--even on cool days. This has
resulted in significantly higher electricity bills.

. | have had to change ny grocery shopping habits. The
stores | used to shop at are closer to the landfill, where the
funes are even stronger. | nowrely primarily on food delivery
services, which is costly and inconvenient.

. Visitors no longer cone to my honme. The strong chenica
snel |l has discouraged famly and friends fromvisiting, |eaving ne
feeling isol ated.

Severe and Life-Altering Health Consequences

My health has deteriorated significantly due to continued exposure

to the poor air quality. | have experienced:
. Burning nostrils and nasal irritation
. Sever e headaches and sinus pressure at unusual tinmes of

the year, including fall and wi nter



Respiratory issues and abnornal breathing patterns
Uncontrol | abl e nosebl eeds, sone | asting over an hour
Prof use bl eeding fromboth nostrils and eye ducts
Hand trenors and di zzi ness

I nsomi a and extrenme anxiety

The nost terrifying experiences have been ny severe, uncontroll able
nosebl eeds.

. Cct ober 2024: | sought nedical attention at AFC Urgent
Care because ny left nostril and eye duct were bl eeding
uncontrol l ably. The doctor refused to check ne in, stating that ny
condition was too severe for their facility. They reconmended | go
to the Emergency Room and call an anbul ance. Instead, | sat in ny
car and applied pressure for another 30 m nutes before the bl eeding
finally stopped.

. February 16, 2025: | woke up at 3:00 a.m with a profuse
nosebl eed. After an hour of trying to stop it, | was finally able
to control the bleeding on ny owmn. Later that evening, between 6:30
and 7:00 p.m, | had an even worse episode--both nostrils began to
bl eed heavily, followed by blood stream ng fromboth of nmy eye
duct s.

. Emer gency nedi cal response: Paranedics arrived at nmy hone
but were unable to stop the bl eeding. The bl eedi ng conti nued
t hr oughout the entire anbul ance ride to Henry Mayo Hospital. At the
ER, a doctor and medi cal team worked for over an hour to an hour
and a half before finally getting it under control

After these traumatic episodes, | followed up with nmy primary care
provi der and an ENT specialist, who placed nme on a strict treatnent
pl an:

. Saline spray 3-4 times per day (two squirts per nostril)

. Gel treatnents every norning and ni ght

. A house humidifier running day and night to keep ny nasa
passages noi st

. Carrying emergency Afrin spray at all tines in case of
anot her severe nosebl eed

. Returning to the ER inmediately if Afrin does not stop the
bl eedi ng

Both my ER doctor and ENT specialist warned that these nosebl eeds
will Iikely continue.

The Chiquita Landfill Problemis an Ongoing Public Health
Ener gency

Despite reports that the Chiquita Landfill has been closed, the
reality is that toxic chemicals are still being released into the
air due to underground burning. The presence of benzene and ot her
vol atil e organi c conpounds (VOCs) in our air and potentially our
water is a severe public health hazard

We have |learned that there is no safe | evel of benzene exposure--it
is a known carcinogen that can cause |ong-term heal th damage
i ncl udi ng cancer.

This crisis is not just about individual health; it is damagi ng our
entire community:

. The air quality remai ns dangerous, despite supposed
landfill closure.

. Resi dents continue to report worsening health conditions.

. Hone values are likely to plumet due to the environnental

hazar d.



. W may be legally required to disclose this issue to
potential buyers, nmaking it nearly inpossible to sell our hones and
escape this toxic area.

A Call for Inmmediate Action

We, the residents of Castaic, demand sw ft and decisive action. Qur
health and quality of life have been severely conprom sed, and we
can no |longer tolerate inaction

| urge your office to declare this a State of Energency and take
the foll owi ng i medi ate steps:

1. I ndependent air and water quality testing to deternine
the full extent of toxic exposure.

2. I mredi ate mitigation efforts to stop the underground
burni ng and eni ssi ons.

3. Medi cal and financial assistance for residents suffering
from health conplications.

4, Transparency and accountability regarding the ongoi ng

envi ronnent al hazard.

The suffering in our community must not be ignored. W need

i medi ate relief, intervention, and long-termsolutions. Qur health
and safety are at risk.

We denmand action now.

Si ncerely,

Lenore Bird
Cast ai ¢ Resi dent

Attachment:
Original File Name:
Date and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2025-03-27 12:56:01

No Duplicates.



