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Comment 3 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: LuisLast Name: CabralesEmail Address: luis@coalitionforcleanair.orgAffiliation: Subject: Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:May 10, 2006

Mr. Bob Fletcher
California Air Resources Board
1101 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Dry Cleaning ATCM 

Dear Mr. Fletcher:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the AirResources Board (ARB) staff’s proposed amendments to the AirborneToxic Control Measure for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning (DryCleaning ATCM).  There is ample scientific data showing thatperchloroethylene (“perc”) is very harmful to human health, anddry cleaners using this chemical pose an unacceptable health riskto their employees, their customers, and their neighborhoods.  Andyet, the ARB proposed ATCM will not protect Californians from thistoxic chemical.  Given that ARB acknowledges that there arecost-effective non-toxic, non-smog forming alternatives, we urgethe board to replace the current proposal with an expeditiousphase-out of perc dry cleaning. Additionally, to ensure that ARBdoes not unintentionally create a shift to Volatile OrganicCompounds-containing (VOC) systems, ARB should phase out newhydrocarbon dry cleaners. 

Perchloroethylene is known to the State of California to causecancer.  The non-cancer health effects include headaches,dizziness, nausea, vomiting, fainting, fluid build up in thelungs, and damage to the central nervous system, kidneys, liver,and reproductive system.  In addition, perc is estimated to havecontaminated one in ten public drinking wells in California. 

Given the very harmful impacts of this toxic chemical, we havemany serious concerns with ARB’s proposed amendments to the DryCleaning ATCM including:

1.	The ARB proposal prohibits new perc machines and phases-outexisting perc machines only in co-residential facilities.  Thisapproach should be the requirement for all perc dry cleaners inCalifornia.  However, the proposal would allow the continued useof perc indefinitely in non-co-residential facilities.  Thissimply doesn’t make sense. 
a.	The risk to neighbors, consumers and workers is not limited toco-residential facilities. 
b.	The South Coast Air Quality Management District adopted aphase-out approach in 2002. 
c.	There are non-toxic and non-smog forming alternatives availableand being used successfully in California.   

2.	A cleaner which installs the suite of pollution controltechnologies called for in this proposal will still expose theirworkers, their customers, and their neighbors to unacceptablehealth risks from perc.  No control technology available reducesthe risk from perchloroethylene dry cleaning machines toacceptable levels.  

3.	The proposal unfairly sets up perc dry cleaners for futureregulation and expense because it does not adequately reducehealth risks and these risks will have to be addressed.

4.	The proposal relies heavily on complicated pollution controltechnologies even though serious issues have been identifiedregarding compliance, training and maintenance to ensure thesecontrols work as designed.

5.	Compliance has been a longstanding challenge for regulatorstrying to reduce pollution from dry cleaners.  This proposal doesnothing to address the fact that neither ARB nor the Air Districtshave sufficient resources to adequately monitor compliance withcurrent regulatory requirements or additional requirements. 

6.	Relative to the siting of new facilities, the proposal callsfor a 300-foot buffer zone between new perc dry cleaners and theboundary of any area that is zoned for residential use, or whichcontains a sensitive receptor.  The proposal does NOT requirebuffer zones for new dry cleaners in commercial zones even thoughthe ARB analysis shows very little difference in health risksbetween neighboring residences and commercial businesses.

7.	Though ARB staff has identified current and future industryshifts to VOC alternatives as a major concern, the proposal doesnothing to address this problem. Instead, ARB is furtherencouraging the shift to hydrocarbon alternatives.  This createsunfair burdens on owners because additional regulations will berequired of them in order to address increases in smog-formingemissions resulting from their operations.  ARB should have aproactive approach that phases out smog-forming alternatives andencourages the use of non-toxic, non-polluting technologies.


One other major concern we have is that ARB staff seems to beusing questions about the effectiveness of alternatives to perc asa justification for an ATCM proposal which accommodates continuedperc use.  It is really frustrating that ARB staff has questionsabout the effectiveness of alternatives given their very limitedimplementation of the AB 998 program which is aimed atdemonstrating the known viability of alternatives and atencouraging the use of non-toxic, non-smog forming alternatives. 

The legislation, which was signed into law in 2002 and took effectin January 2003, directed ARB to apply a fee on the perc used indry cleaning, use some of the funds collected to establish ademonstration program of non-toxic, non-smog forming alternatives,and use the additional funds for grants to cleaners which aremaking the transition to these safer alternatives.   

Our understanding is that more than two years after this law tookeffect ARB:  1) may not be fully collecting fees on the perc usedby California dry cleaners, 2) has not implemented a singledemonstration and, 3) has only made 14 grants in a state withalmost 5,000 dry cleaners.  We believe this lack of progress hasled ARB staff to propose a less health protective Dry CleaningATCM.  To protect public health from toxic chemicals ARB must domore to prevent pollution and encourage the use of non-toxicalternatives.

We remain committed to working with you to phase out the use ofperc in dry cleaning and encourage the use of non-toxic, non-smogforming alternatives to protect the health of all Californians.

Sincerely,

 
Tim Carmichael
Coalition for Clean Air

Carmen Hayes
AFSCME Local 3090

Bonnie Holmes-Gen
American Lung Association of California

Raul Macias
Anahuak Youth Sport Association

Tom Frantz
Association of Irritated Residents

Jeanne Rizzo, R.N.
Breast Cancer Fund

Jane Williams
California Communities Against Toxics

Susan Smartt
California League of Conservation Voters

Robina Suwol
California Safe Schools

Jose Carmona
Center for Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Technologies

Cynthia Babich 
Del Amo Action Committee

Teresa De Anda
El Comite Para el Bienestar de Earlimart

Jim Stewart, PhD
Earth Day Los Angeles

Mary Luevano
Global Green USA

Neil Gendel                                             
Healthy Children Organizing Project                 
Felipe Aguirre
Inquilinos Unidos Pro-Justicia Ambiental

Marlom Portillo
Instituto De Educación Popular Del Sur De California ( IDEPSCA)

Lorena Domínguez
Lideres Campesinas

Sherlina Nageer, MPH
Literacy for Environmental Justice

      
Felipe Aguirre
Mayor Pro Tem 
Maywood, CA.

Julie Masters 
Natural Resources Defense Council

Hector Alvarado
Padres Unidos de Maywood (PUMA)

Gary A. Patton, Executive Director
Planning and Conservation League

David Lighthall, Ph.D.
Relational Culture Institute

Bill Magavern
Sierra Club 

Suzan Luu
Southern California Coalition for Occupational Safety & HealthSoCalCOSH

Conner Everts
Southern California Watershed Alliance

Susan Frank
Steven and Michele Kirsch Foundation

Alejandra Domenzain 
Sweatshop Watch

Frances C. Schreiberg 
WorkSafe 

 


Cc:	Senator Alan Lowenthal
	Assembly Member Sally Lieber
Catherine Witherspoon
	Dan Donohue
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Comment 5 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: PierreLast Name: CinarEmail Address: psalsa@aol.comAffiliation: Subject: PERCComment:Insted of banning the perc.It could be more researches for bettermachines for perc and better regulations.Every three or four yearsnew regulations new expenses.Replacement machines costing over$50000 to $80000.I think it can only one strick regulations andstick with it then we don't need to replace new machine every fouryears.
Thank You For Your TimeAttachment: ''Original File Name: Date and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-17 12:31:24No Duplicates.



Comment 6 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: StephenLast Name: RisottoEmail Address: srisotto@hsia.orgAffiliation: Halogenated Solvents Industry AllianceSubject: HSIA comments on dry cleaning proposalComment:Attached are HSIA's comments on the proposed amendments to theperchloroethylene dry cleaning ATCM.Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/6-hsia_comment_on_drycleaning_atcm.zip'Original File Name: hsia comment on drycleaning atcm.zipDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-17 20:37:34No Duplicates.



Comment 7 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: JonLast Name: MeijerEmail Address: meijerj@ifi.orgAffiliation: International Fabricare InstituteSubject: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE AIRBORNE TOXIC CONTROL MEASURE FOR EMISSIONS OF PERCHLOROETHYLEComment:Comments of the International Fabricare Institute--Attached

IFI appreciates the opportunity to provide written comments to theproposed perchloroethylene dry cleaner regulation.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at800-638-2627 extension 1301.

Sincerely,

Jon Meijer
VP Membership IFIAttachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/7-carb_comments_may_2006.doc'Original File Name: CARB Comments May 2006.docDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-19 06:59:51No Duplicates.



Comment 8 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: TomLast Name: FrantzEmail Address: ini@lightspeed.netAffiliation: Subject: Perc and dry cleaners next to schoolsComment:Please phase out perc totally from all dry cleaners over as manyyears as you feel necessary.  Also, please do not allow asubstitute which will increase VOCs in the San Joaquin Valley.  Iam enclosing a picture of my home town, Wasco, CA where the drycleaner is right next door to the playground of the localelemenatary school.  This business will be allowed to continueusing perc under your proposed amendment.  How many othersituations like this exist in the state?  Please protect ourchildren and our air quality by doing the right thing.Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/8-dry_cleaner_next_to_school_in_wasco.jpg'Original File Name: dry cleaner next to school in Wasco.JPGDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-21 12:55:30No Duplicates.



Comment 9 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: SandraLast Name: GiardeEmail Address: sandra@camgmt.comAffiliation: California Cleaners AssociationSubject: Comments of the California Cleaners Association --AttachedComment:
CCA appreciates the opportunity to provide written comments tothe
proposed changes to the Air Toxics Control Measure concerningperchloroethylene dry cleaners.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at(916) 239-4070.

Sincerely,  

Sandra Giarde 
Executive Director 
California Cleaners Association 
2520 Venture Oaks Way, Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
(916) 239-4070 - phone 
(916) 924-7323 - fax 
www.calcleaners.com - website 
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Comment 11 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: MunLast Name: KimEmail Address: kdla@kdla.orgAffiliation: KDLA of Southern CaliforniaSubject: KDLA CommentsComment:I am attaching this letter on behalf of the member of the Korean
Drycleaners-Laundry Association of Southern California(KDLA) to
express our general support for the proposed amendments to the
ATCM subject to several comments and recommendations which are
explained later in this letter.Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/11-perc06-11.doc'Original File Name: perc06-11.docDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-23 09:34:05No Duplicates.
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Comment 17 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: LynnetteLast Name: WattersonEmail Address: h2osons@aol.comAffiliation: California Cleaners AssociationSubject: ATCM Porposal CommentsComment: May 23, 2006

Dear Air Resources Board Members,

	My name is Lynnette Watterson.  I am the current President of theCalifornia Cleaners Association and I am the owner of a perc drycleaning establishment, Crystal Cleaning Center, in San Mateostarted by my mother, Violet Janks, in 1963.  We currently haveeight employees, and our total years of service is 86 years.  Mymother passed away last year at the age of 87 and one of ourformer employees, who worked for us for 36 years and is nowretired, recently turned 84.  Several of our employees have hadchildren while in our employ, who are all healthy and thriving.   
Over the last many months, I have participated in several workgroups of the ARB by phone or in person.  I regularly participatein the work group meetings of the Bay Area Air Quality ManagementDistrict.  Additionally, I attended the Rule 1421 hearings atSouth Coast.  
I wish to commend the thoroughness of the ARB work group as theypainstakingly reviewed the volumes of information regarding theATCM Proposal.  Their recommendations appear to be rational.  Theyhave reviewed the issues from a very well-rounded perspective,including the fiscal impact of potential changes to theregulations for our industry.  In an industry that ispredominantly comprised of small “mom ‘n pop” businesses, thefiscal impact of a mandated ban on perc would be devastating.   Iapplaud their decision not to call for an outright ban on perc. The dry cleaning industry has dramatically reduced percconsumption.  This reduction, coupled with new equipmenttechnologies, make continued use of perc a viable option.  
	While alternative solvents are being explored, their efficacy,long-range effect on our population and/ or our environment areyet to be determined.  The ARB workgroup’s assessment of the“alternatives” was well thought out.  While wet-cleaning is anatural adjunct to a dry cleaning operation, it cannot beconstrued as a total replacement for dry cleaning.  Crucial is thecompliance of operators with rules governing business operations,regardless of which solvent/method is being used.        
	I appreciate the opportunity to come before this body to expressby endorsement of the recommended changes to the ATCM, and wish tostate that I am proud to be part of an industry that “Keeps AmericaBeautiful!”

Sincerely,
Lynnette Watterson, Owner
Crystal Cleaning Center
San Mateo, CA
President, California Cleaners Association 
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Comment 21 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: JamesLast Name: RoybalEmail Address: lcabrales@verizon.netAffiliation: Residents of Pico Rivera for EJSubject: Proposed amendments to the ATCMComment:Residents of Pico Rivera for Environmental Justice
3658 Gangel Ave. Pico Rivera, CA 90660
(213) 427-5973


May 24, 2006


Mr. Bob Fletcher
Division chief
California Air Resources Board-Stationary Source Division
1001 I Street, P.O. Box 2815
Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Mr. Fletcher,

I am writing to express my concern over the Air Resources Board(ARB) staff’s proposed amendments to the Airborne Toxic ControlMeasure (ATCM) for perchloroethylene in dry cleaning. Thescientific data shows that perchloroethylene (“perc”) is veryharmful to human health, and dry cleaners using this chemical posean unacceptable health risk to their employees, their customers andour neighborhoods. The control measure that the ARB has proposed isnot enough to protect Californians from this toxic chemical. 

It has been our experience that local communities cannot alwaysrely on their local governments or regional agencies forprotection from toxics, unless toxics are phased out. In the past,our local government, which lacks knowledge of the threats somesmall business present to the community, has failed to stay incontact with our regional regulatory agencies for this type ofinformation. At least the SCAQMD has made the right move to phaseout this toxic. However, most communities throughout the state arestill waiting for a similar action. 

I urge you to replace the current proposal with an expeditiousphase-out of perc in dry cleaning.

Perchloroethylene is known to the state of California to causecancer. Also, the non-cancer health effects include headaches,dizziness, nausea, vomiting, fainting, fluid buildup in the lungs,and damage to the central nervous system, kidneys, liver andreproductive system.  

ARB estimates that about 3 million pounds of perc are releasedinto California’s air each year by the dry cleaning industryalone. Based on EPA data, perc is one of the top 10 most toxic aircontaminants in California.

I am in favor of alternatives to the use of the toxic chemicalperc, such as wet cleaning. Professional wet cleaning uses onlywater and non-toxic biodegradable detergents that areenvironmentally friendly, less costly and may even save energy.Wet cleaning is effective in washing delicate garments but doesnot melt buttons or ornamentation on garments. 

Furthermore, AB 998, legislation that took effect in January 2003,directed ARB to apply a fee on the perc used in dry cleaning, usesome of the funds collected to establish a demonstration programof non-toxic, non-smog forming alternatives, and use theadditional funds for grants to cleaners which are making thetransition to these safer alternatives.   

Unfortunately, more than two years after this law took effect, ARBhas not made sufficient progress to implement the program. Coupledwith the weak Dry Cleaning ATCM, this raises serious questionsabout ARB’s commitment to pollution prevention and to theprotection of public health from toxic chemicals.  

Local communities cannot rely on their local governments and/oragencies alone. We will not be able to protect workers, customersand our communities, unless your agency acts immediately to phaseout perc in dry cleaning. Please phase out perc in dry cleaning.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

James Roybal
President
Attachment: ''Original File Name: Date and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-24 10:58:30No Duplicates.
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Comment 24 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: AlanLast Name: DeSalvioEmail Address: rwales@mdaqmd.ca.govAffiliation: Antelope Valley AQMDSubject: Proposed Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/24-perc06-24.pdf'Original File Name: perc06-24.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-24 11:51:55No Duplicates.



Comment 25 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: HeatherLast Name: LambersonEmail Address: hlamberson@lacsd.orgAffiliation: LA County Sanitation DistrictsSubject: Comments on Proposed Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see attached comments from the Los Angeles County SanitationDistricts on the California Air Resources Board Proposed Amendmentsto the Airborne Toxic Control Measure for Emissions ofPerchloroethylene from Dry Cleaning Operations.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Heather Lamberson
Project Engineer
Industrial Waste Section
Los Angeles County Sanitation DistrictsAttachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/25-arb_atcm_for_perc__lacsd_comments_052406.pdf'Original File Name: ARB ATCM for PERC_ LACSD Comments 052406.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-24 11:52:34No Duplicates.
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Comment 32 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: LawrenceLast Name: LimEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Korean Dry Cleaners Assoc. of North. CASubject: Comments from the KDANC Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Original comment in Korean alsoincluded. Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/33-perc06-31.pdf'Original File Name: perc06-31.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-24 14:56:24No Duplicates.



Comment 33 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06) - 45 Day.First Name: JeffLast Name: ScottEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: U.S. EPA, Region 9Subject: Comments on Rulemaking to Consider Amendments to the Control Measure for Pero...Comment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: 'https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/35-perc06-33.pdf'Original File Name: perc06-33.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-24 15:01:48No Duplicates.



Comment 1 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: JillLast Name: WhynotEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: SCAQMDSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/36-perc06-ws-1.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-1.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 12:10:09No Duplicates.



Comment 2 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: DavidLast Name: DawsonEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Textile Care Allied Trades Assoc.Subject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/37-perc06-ws-2.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-2.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 12:32:04No Duplicates.



Comment 3 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: ElaineLast Name: ChangEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: SCAQMDSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/38-perc06-ws-3.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-3.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 12:34:47No Duplicates.



Comment 4 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: PeterLast Name: SinsheimerEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Occidental CollegeSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/39-perc06-ws-4.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-4.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 12:42:42No Duplicates.



Comment 5 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: RudieLast Name: SmitEmail Address: rsmit@mieleusa.comAffiliation: Miele ProfessionalSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/40-perc06-ws-5.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-5.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 12:44:34No Duplicates.



Comment 6 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: LuisLast Name: CabralesEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Residents of Pico Rivera for EJSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/41-perc06-ws-6.zipOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-6.zipDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 13:00:21No Duplicates.



Comment 7 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: BobbyLast Name: SmerlingEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Brentwood Royal CleanersSubject: Comments for Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see that attached comment. Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/42-perc06-ws-7.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-7.pdfDate and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2006-05-26 13:04:34No Duplicates.



Comment 8 for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 2006 (perc06). (At Hearing)First Name: KwonLast Name: TaekookEmail Address: Non-web submitted commentAffiliation: Fashion CleanersSubject: Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCMComment:Please see the attached comment.Attachment: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/BARCU/barcu-attach-old/perc06/43-perc06-ws-8.pdfOriginal File Name: perc06-ws-8.pdf Date and Time Comment Was Submitted: 2007-01-04 10:56:47No Duplicates.


