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Comment 1 for Informational Update on the California Air Resour ces
Board’s Racial Equity and Diversity Efforts (racialequityupdate). (At Hearing)

First Name: Mauro

Last Name: Libre

Email Address: humildad.es.sabiduria@gmail.com
Affiliation: resident

Subject: Public Meeting to Hear an Informational Update on the California Air Resources
Board’'s Rac
Comment:

<p>Dear CARB Board, </ p>

<p cl ass="MsoNor mal ">Thank you for this tine.<span

styl e="nms0- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span></p>

<p cl ass="MsoNor mal ">My under standi ng of the resolution is that the
end goal is for CARB to better serve the public by creating a

wor kforce that is representative of all Californians, framed
through an equity |l ens. <span styl e="nso-spacerun

yes; " >&nbsp; </ span></ p>

<p class="MsoNornal ">Let ne state the obvious. <span

styl e="nso0- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span>Not all black or brown or
Asians or white folks are the same. In fact, each of these

denogr aphi cs have nanes for fol ks they believe have betrayed their
conmuni ty. Hanoi Jane during Vietnamfor exanple, or Mlinche or
vendi do i n Mexi co. <span styl e="nso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp;

</ span>For sone bl ack fol ks, it& squo;s the, & dquo;brother with

t he whi p. & dquo; <span styl e="nso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp;

</ span></ p>

<p class="MsoNornmal ">My community is an AB 617 conmunity, in a
district led by a | atino, whose key staff are | atino, and whose
board i ncludes well positioned | atinos. However, the AB 617
boundaries sit directly across the street froma dense comunity of
nonol i ngual Spani sh speakers, a Title 5 facility, Macy& squo;s

di stribution center.<span styl e="nso-spacerun: yes;">&nnbsp;

</ span>The initial proposal didné& squo;t include a secondary

i ndustrial park surrounded by |owinconme high-density housing, also
nostly nonolingual |atinos as well.</p>

<p cl ass="MsoNormal ">l & squo; ve seen air districts bring black

& brown folks into the AB 617 process, who nany woul d say spent
nost of their time with their foot on the neck of other black &
brown fol ks. <span styl e="nso0-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span>The

i nequities continue there, despite the CARBs POC | eadership. <span
styl e="nms0- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span></p>

<p class="MsoNornmal ">l heard a song recently about slavery.<span
styl e="nso0- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span>A bl ack man was si ngi ng
about the brother with the whip, who sold himonto the slave
shi p. <span styl e="nso0-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span>lt was not done
out poverty or need according to the song, for they were already
weal t hy. <span styl e="nso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span><span

styl e="nBo- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span></p>

<p class="MsoNornal ">So take note, a person of any ethnicity who is
nore driven by anbition, than kindness and honesty, is likely to
expand any divi de between CARB and the nobst marginalized
conmuni ti es. <span styl e="nso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span>l once



told a roomfull of angry Latinos that |& squo;d prefer a

ki ndhearted white person up on that dais, that a POC driven by
self-interests. <span styl e="mso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span>As
you can imagi ne, they wanted to kill ne, but the Latinos advocates
were real ones, and they defended ne telling the crowd,

&l dquo; He&r squo; s bei ng honest with you! & dquo; <span

styl e="nBo- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span>lronically, | was defending
a Boar d&rsquo; s nmake-up. </ p>

<p cl ass="MsoNor mal ">One coul d argue that your response to the
resol ution has already cost you sonme CARB staff well capacitated to
achi eving your end goal of better serving all Californians. <span
styl e="nBo- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span>The sanme fol ks you bring in
to inprove equity, could also stifle the voices of people of color
or those advocating for them <span styl e="nso-spacerun

yes; ">&nbsp; </ span>Regar dl ess of how nany people of color you hire,
even the kind ones can be indoctrinated to the oppressive Top- Down
approach that still reigns w thin government agencies. <span

styl e="nso- spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span>Many wel | -respected staff
of all ethnicities have shared these concerns with ne about their
agency. </ p>

<p class="MsoNormal ">l & squo; m not saying any of this in a vacuum

| & squo; mjust the only one who will say it publicly. History wll
bear witness to the conplicity it takes to enable systenic racism
<span styl e="nmso0-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </ span></p>

<p cl ass="MsoNor mal ">Thank you for this opportunity to share ny
truth to power.<span styl e="nmso-spacerun: yes;">&nbsp; </span></p>
<p>Si ncerely, </ p>

<p>Mauro Libre (Free Brother)</p>
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