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Legal Issues

The draft plan

does not denonstrate that California is on track to even neet the
| egal |y mandat ed goal of at |east a 40%reduction in greenhouse
gases by 2030.[2] Short-lived

climate pollutants are particularly unlikely to achieve a 40
percent reduction.

The draft plan

does not follow AB 32& squo;s requirenment that California achieve

&l dquo; t he maxi mum t echnol ogi cal |y feasi bl e& dquo; emni ssion

reductions, using the nost cost-effective nmethods.[3] & dquo;Air board officials said they
wi Il propose the

option that has the |east inpact on the econony rather than

accel erating the pace of achi eving carbon

neutrality. & dquo;[1]

Scientific |ssues

The draft plan

will not keep global tenperatures close to what scientists say wll
avoi d catastrophe. The world has

only ten years to cut greenhouse gas enissions by 50 percent if we
are to attain the goal. President Biden has conmitted the United
States to a 50 percent reduction by 2030. Yet the draft plan admits
that it may not achieve even 40 percent by 2030.

The science of

climate change requires front-Iloading our response. & dquo;If mtigation pathways are not
rapidly activated,

much nore expensive and conpl ex adaptati on neasures will have to be

taken to avoid the inpacts of higher |evels of global warmng on

the Earth system & dquo; [ 4]

Cal i forni a&r squo; s goal should be at |east an 80 percent

reduction in em ssions by 2030. Prof. Dani el

Kamen, former coordi nating author of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Cimte Change and Professor of Sustainability at UC Berkel ey,
set out a scientifically backed and feasible programfor California
in 2021. It calls for an 80 percent reduction in em ssions by
2030. [ 5]

The draft plan
only ains for an 80 percent reduction in enissions by 2045.



Even nore troubling, the draft& squo;s reliance on

carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) or direct air capture of
carbon (DAC) to reduce 20 percent of our enissions is nore
than New York (15 percent) and far nore than the State of
Washi ngton (5 percent) anticipates.[6]

Nei t her CCS nor

DAC shoul d be counted on as scal able. The March 28,

2022 I PCC report on the capacity

of different actions to reduce greenhouse

gases puts CCS as the | east effective and nost expensive of the 43
climate actions the I PCC eval uated for deploynment prior to
2030.[ 7]

Envi ronnment al Justice Probl ens

The draft plan

drags out elinmnation of pollution that disproportionately affects
poor people and people of color. But rapid

elimnation of GHG pollution costs | ess than the health costs of
continuing pollution. [8]

CARB&r squo; S

Envi ronment al Justice Advisory Council (EJAC), which advises the
CARB Board, has demanded faster and nore conprehensive neasures
than in the draft plan so as to protect disadvantaged conmunities,
particularly those suffering fromair pollution.[9]

Short-lived Cinmate Pollutants
( SLCPs)

The draft scoping
pl an recogni zes the i nportance of SLCP abatenent but not the
i nportance of noving very quickly.[10]

Reducti on of

em ssions from HFC refri gerants having thousands of tinmes nore
warm ng effect than carbon di oxi de nust be greatly

accel erated. [ 11]

The draft plan

expects to reduce fugitive enissions of nmethane by 50 percent, but
that will not be enough to keep global warm ng to no nore than
1.5°C [12]

Cap and Trade

H ghly reputabl e

critics of California& squo;s Cap and Trade program our

mar ket - based carbon pricing nethod, believe the program nmay not be
able to achieve even its limted em ssion reduction goal by
2030. [ 13]

As a narket - based

mechani sm the Cap and Trade program does not reduce mmj or sources
of pollution fast enough. CARB shoul d

consider replacing parts of it by direct

regul ation. [ 14]
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