Tree Planting by American Forests:
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Arkansas, Big Creek Wetlands at Wapanocca National Wildlife Refuge Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the US Fish & Wildlife Service to reforest an area that has been designated as a Continentally Important Bird Area by the American Bird Conservancy. Canadian geese, herons, woodland ducks, and many other bird species use this wetland area for permanent habitat or as a stopping point when migrating. Efforts such as this are vital to restoring the damaged habitats of migratory birds. The USFWS has restored 860 total acres at this site to date. The map of the site on the right shows the area to be reforested in the upper left-hand side. 
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California, Tahoe National Forest Wildfire Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant a portion of the Tahoe National Forest that was damaged in a 2005 wildfire. Some areas burned hotter than others, resulting in a patchwork landscape. In the planting area, the fire burned so hot that no seed sources remain. Because of this, the site has not been able to regenerate naturally. The Tahoe National Forest was created in 1899, and is currently one of the most popular recreation forests in the US. Many people flock to the region each year to take advantage of its many opportunities for skiing, hiking, horseback riding, boating, and biking.

Back to top
[image: image2.png]


California, Spotted Owl Habitat Restoration in Angeles National Forest

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas of Angeles National Forest that have been damaged by wildfires. It will take three years to replant all of the damaged areas. In 2011 project work will include growing seedlings, preparing the site, and planting and monitoring one-third of the land. This project will work to restore the critical habitat for the California Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) and other threatened, endangered, or sensitive plant and animal species. The Spotted Owl’s primary habitat is forest areas that include Douglas fir. The wildfires destroyed 10% of that habitat within Angeles National Forest. This project will also protect the local ecosystem. The site is part of the watershed at the headwaters of Los Angeles River. Soil erosion has negative effects on the aquatic species in the Los Angeles River so the newly planted trees will prevent soil in and around the planting site from eroding into the river. The planting will also help prevent future wildfires by restoring the site with native tree species before the land can be taken over by non-native grasses.
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California, Six Rivers National Forest Sustenance Fisheries Reforestation

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant parts of the Six Rivers National Forest that were damaged by a wildfire. Planting trees on slopes in this area will help to stabilize the soil and reduce the amount of sediment that falls into the Clear Water Gulch, Hopkins Creek, and Klamath River. Improving the water quality will make for larger and healthier fish populations, which is especially important in this region. The local Yurok, Karuk, and Hoopa tribes rely on the Klamath River and its fisheries for sustenance fishing. The Klamath River is also designated as a Wild and Scenic River. Replanting this area will help to restore its scenic beauty, bringing greater ecotourism to the region, and benefiting the local economy.
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California, Los Padres National Forest Ecosystem Restoration

In the most extensive project funded in 2011, American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant part of the Los Padres National Forest in southern California. This project will plant trees across 14,000 acres of national forest land in need of reforestation. According to a 2005 study conducted by the Forest Service, only 8% of this National Forest’s land base is still in a forested condition. In fact, the vast majority of the remaining land base is chaparral, a type of scrubland. This is in part due to wildfires, which have burned over 900,000 acres. The Los Padres National Forest is an important area for wildlife. It includes the Sisquoc Condor Sanctuary, created in 1937. It also includes the San Rafael Wilderness Area. These areas are inhabited by species such as coyotes, black bears, mountain lions, and California condors (Gymnogyps californianus). Restoring this vital land to a forest ecosystem will benefit all these species of wildlife and more.
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California, San Bernardino National Forest Watersheds Protection

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant parts of the San Bernardino National Forest that were damaged in the 2003 and 2007 wildfires. The damage to the forest has negatively affected the Lytle Creek Watershed, which includes the Fontana Municipal Water System. Replanting will help to decrease erosion and improve water quality for local residents and wildlife alike. This planting will also benefit a variety of wildlife species, including the spotted owl (Strix occidentalis). This nocturnal bird is native to the western US, and likes to make its home in forests with closed canopies.
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California, Mountain Communities Wildfire ReLeaf

American Forests, the Mojave Resource Conservation District (MDRCD), the California Department of Forestry and Fire (CAL FIRE), and local volunteers are partnering in the Mountain Communities Wildfire ReLeaf Project to restore the mountainside of California that many people call home. In 2003 and 2007, wildfires swept through the region which caused 100 percent forest mortality in some areas. The bark beetle has also plagued California, and many other Western states. The larvae of the beetle feed on the bark of trees and disrupt the  tree’s feeding habits. This process eventually leads to the tree’s death. Overall, twelve million conifers in the project area have died. Sugar pines, along with other conifer species, will be planted in this restoration project. American Forests has supported this initiative since 2005, having planted an astounding 376,062 trees, which have benefitted more than 75,000 local property owners. The image on the right shows community members hard at work during a 2010 planting. 
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California, Lassen National Forest Wildfire Recovery

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas of the Lassen National Forest, named after pioneer Peter Lassen, who mined and ranched in the area in the 1850s. The area has recently been damaged by numerous wildfires. This project will reestablish forest cover in areas that burned at high intensity, and could take decades to recover naturally. Planting trees will accelerate the ecosystem’s restoration and improve local wildlife habitats and water quality.
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California, Sierra National Forest Ski Areas Replantation

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant a section of the Sierra National Forest that has been damaged by wildfires and insect damage. The planting will occur in the Sierra Summit Ski Area and the Huntington Recreation Area, both of which play host to tens of thousands of skiers and snow recreationists each year. Dead trees from the wildfire have affected the slopes’ visual quality, as well as skier safety. This planting will help to better define the ski runs, creating a safer environment for skiers, and protecting other vegetation from skiers’ activity and equipment.
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California, Gondola Fire Restoration

American Forests will be partnering with the Sugar Pine Foundation to replant an area damaged by a wildfire in 2002. The area is adjacent to Heavenly Mountain Ski Resort and Village and Van Sickle Bi-State Park, locations where visitors come to enjoy outdoor activities, including skiing, camping, and hiking. Sugar Pine Foundation was founded in 2004 with the goal to locate trees with genetic resistance to blister rust, a disease killing many trees in the western US. This goal is carried out by harvesting seeds from blister rust-resistant sugar pines, and planting their progeny in restoration sites, such as burn scars and eroded slopes, in the Tahoe region. So far, they have identified 62 resistant seed trees. The image on the right shows damage from the fire which can be seen in the center on this mountainside.
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Colorado, Burnt Rim Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas of the San Juan National Forest that were damaged by wildfires. In 2002 a fire burned across 70,000 acres with varying levels of intensity. In some areas, the forest has regenerated naturally. However, in some of the harsher climates such as those found at higher elevations, no regeneration has occurred. This project will reforest such portions of the forest. Many of the trees killed by the fire have fallen over, and will provide shelter and shade for new seedlings. The tree species planted in this project will be Englemann spruce (Picea engelmannii), which is native to the northwestern US and Canada, and thrives at high altitudes. This project will help to restore habitat for many species of wildlife. Animals found within the San Juan National Forest include mule deer, elk, mountain goat, bighorn sheep, moose, black bear, mountain lion, turkey, blue grouse, sage grouse, rock and morning dove, and various waterfowl species.

Back to top
Florida, Bugaboo Wildfire Rehabilitation

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant an area of the Osceola National Forest. In 2007, the Bugaboo fire burned 306,984 acres in Georgia and Florida. This specific section of the property is newly acquired land that was formerly private industry timber lands used for pine plantations. This project will plant longleaf pine, which will create potential habitat for the gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), a threatened species. The tortoise’s population has greatly decreased due to habitat loss and humans using it for food. This year’s project is part of a larger on-going project. American Forests helped to support the efforts in 2009. So far, 2,300 acres of reforestation have been completed.
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Idaho, Poe Cabin Fire Restoration

American Forests is teaming up with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas of the Nez Perce National Forest that were damaged by wildfires. Planting trees at this site offers numerous benefits, including a decrease in soil erosion which will lessen the amount of sedimentation being deposited into the area’s water sources. This in turn will help to protect anadromous fisheries located along the Snake River. Anadromous fish live mostly in the ocean, but breed in fresh water. Deer and wild turkeys will also benefit from this project. Reforesting the area will provide these species with places to hide and keep warm during the winter months. Part of the reforestation project encompasses the Pittsburg Landing Road, which allows access to the Snake River. The river provides a host of recreational activities and is a popular tourist location. This project will plant tree species, including the severely threatened whitebark pine, a species found in the western US and Canada that is threatened by wildfires, mountain bark beetles and blister rust.
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Idaho, Red Mountain Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas of the Boise National Forest. This project will help alleviate erosion of the area’s steep mountain slopes, improving water quality throughout the watershed. Because the area’s terrain is so rugged, seedlings to be used for the planting will have to be transported to the site by mules. Wildfires devastated the area in 2006 and 2007, impacting the local wildlife. This project will speed up the natural rate of restoration and provide forest habitat more quickly to the animals that need it to thrive, such as lynxes, boreal owls, northern goshawks, and northern three-toed woodpeckers. The map on the right shows the site with the ares to be planted highlighted in pink.
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Idaho, Boundary Junction Fire Restoration Planting

American Forests is teaming up with the USDA Forest Service to replant areas within the Clearwater National Forest that were damaged by wildfires. The Boundary Junction Fire burned approximately 5,100 acres in July and August of 2007. In addition to recovering from wildfire, the forest faces another threat. Much of the area has been plagued by blister rust, a fungal disease that can kill five needle pine species. This project will plant blister rust-resistant versions of western white pine (Pinus monticola) and western larch (Larix occidentalis). The project also aims to stabilize watersheds, increase diversity of tree species, and reduce long-term fire risk.
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Idaho, Coeur d'Alene River / Campground Reforestation

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest an area within the Idaho Panhandle National Forest that has been damaged extensively by blister rust, a fungal disease that leads to tree death. Eastern white pine (Pinus strobus), western white pine (Pinus monticola), sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana), whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis), and limber pine (Pinus flexilis) are all affected by this disease. This project will plant western white pine and western larch which are relatively fast-growing trees. These species tend to be more wind-, insect-, and disease-resistant than the dead and at-risk trees they are replacing. The trees planted for this project will provide shade, shelter from rain, vegetative screening, tree diversity, soil stability, wildlife habitat, and beauty to the site far into the future. The reforestation area is located near the Coeur d’Alene River and will also contribute to protecting and restoring the watershed.
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Idaho, Upper St. Joe Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to replant an area within the Idaho Panhandle National Forest that has been damaged extensively by blister rust, a fungal disease that leads to tree death. Eastern white pine (Pinus strobus), western white pine (Pinus monticola), sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana), whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis), and limber pine (Pinus flexilis) are all affected by this disease. Animals found in the Idaho Panhandle National Forest include whitetail deer, mule deer, elk, moose, coyote, wolf, bobcat, cougar, wolverine, black bear, and grizzly bear. Many bird species also call this area home, including wild turkey, blue jays, California quail, grouse, osprey, golden eagle, and bald eagle. The western larch trees planted in this project tend to have cavities and are long-standing, therefore providing excellent habitat for wildlife.
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Idaho, Toboggan Ridge Whitebark Pine Restoration

American Forests is teaming up with the USDA Forest Service to reforest part of the Clearwater National Forest. While this area did not formally become a national forest until 1908, Louis and Clark passed through this terrain on their historic journey westward. This forest, like many others throughout the western US and Canada are in peril. A prominent tree species, whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis) is dying en masse due to a variety of factors, including the mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae) and blister rust (Cronartium ribicola). This tree has multiple ecosystem benefits. Its large, nutritious seeds are an important wildlife food source for animals such as grizzly bears. It also helps to stabilize the soil and protract snow melt at high elevations. Action is being taken to try to help restore the whitebark pine population. Since 2002, 115 whitebark pine trees have been identified as “Plus Trees,” those that show some natural resistance to the problems plaguing the species and will be bred to produce strong seedlings. These “Plus Trees” are part of a genetic breeding program that will eventually produce blister rust resistant trees.
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Michigan, 8-Mile Kirtland's Warbler Habitat Planting

This project is one of five Kirtland’s Warbler habitat projects that American Forests is funding to improve and increase the bird’s habitat. These projects cover an area in the Hiawatha National Forest, located in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan that borders three of the five Great Lakes: Huron, Superior, and Michigan. In 1909, part of this area was designated as a protected forest area by President Theodore Roosevelt. There are 155 National Forests in the US whose combined area is roughly equivalent to the size of Texas. These important areas provide necessary refuge for wildlife, enjoyable recreation areas for the public, and timber resources vital to the economy. This specific project is planting within 8-Mile Salvage Timber Sale. In 1973 the Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii) was declared an endangered species. After the last ice age, the bird is solely found in Michigan. Kirtland’s Warblers only breed in dense tracts of young jack pine, a species that has been harvested for timber since European settlers arrived to the region in the 1800s. The deforestation of these forests decimated the Kirtland’s Warbler’s habitat, and by the middle of the 20th century the bird was nearly extinct. It’s currently estimated that there are about 5,000 individuals, but due to reforestation efforts such as this, the Kirtland’s Warbler population is growing.
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Michigan, Brevort River Riparian Planting/White Pine Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest an area in the Hiawatha National Forest. The project will cover an area along the Brevort River, which flows between Brevort Lake and the north shore of Lake Michigan. The river begins in Brevort Lake causing it to have a low flow when the lake’s water level is low. Occasional drought robs the river’s banks of vegetation. White pine and other long-life conifer species that thrive in low flows will be planted in the area. White pines also provide large woody debris in the channel which will create pools for aquatic species during low flow conditions.
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Michigan, Shotgun Kirtland's Warbler Habitat Planting

This planting is part of the recovery management plan for Kirtland’s Warbler in Hiawatha National Forest. Kirtland’s Warbler is an endangered bird species that breeds in jack pine stands 6-16 years of age, greater than 80 acres in size. Suitable habitat for Kirtland’s Warblers requires at least 1,089 trees per acre with scattered small openings. Due to these requirements, Kirtland’s Warbler habitat is transitory. The project aims to plant 112 acres of dense jack pine stands for Kirtland’s Warbler habitat within Shotgun Salvage Timber Sale. Approximately 750 trees per acre will be planted to bring the overall density of planted and natural seedlings to 1,089 trees per acre.
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Michigan, Diamond 8 Red Pine Planting

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest an area within the Hiawatha National Forest, located in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. This project will plant red pine (Pinus resinosa) to restore the area that was defoliated by jack pine budworm, an insect found in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. The male caterpillars of this species damage the trees by feeding on pine needles. This project will benefit the area’s wildlife by creating forest cover and connecting habitats for a wide range of species, including the American marten (Martes americana). This small, carnivorous mammal experienced a population decrease in the 1900s because of the demand for its fur. The American marten population is threatened due to extreme habitat loss.
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Michigan, Gooseman Kirtland's Warbler Habitat

This Kirtland’s Warbler habitat project will plant 46 acres of dense jack pine stands within Gooseman Salvage Timber Sale. American Forests’ five Kirtland’s Warbler projects cover an area in the Hiawatha National Forest, located in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan that borders three of the five Great Lakes: Huron, Superior, and Michigan. In 1909, part of this area was designated as a protected forest area by President Theodore Roosevelt. There are 155 National Forests in the US whose combined area is roughly equivalent to the size of Texas. These important areas provide necessary refuge for wildlife, enjoyable recreation areas for the public and timber resources vital to the economy. The Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii) is an endangered bird species that breeds in jack pine stands 6-16 years of age, greater than 80 acres in size. Suitable habitat for Kirtland’s warblers requires at least 1,089 trees per acre with scattered small openings, making this a transitory habitat.
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Michigan, Lumpson Creek Planting - White Pine Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest parts of the Hiawatha National Forest. This project will enhance the ecosystem health of an area along the Lumpson Creek. This waterway flows into the Pine River, an area known for its fishing and hunting areas, scenic beauty, easy-to-navigate waters, camping, and hiking. Because of these qualities, the river system is experiencing increased pressure from recreational users and development interests. This project aims to counteract such pressures. Reforesting this area will benefit the river system by providing organic material, such as leaves and sticks, to form pools during low flows and create habitat for aquatic species. The map on the right shows the planting sites checkered and outlined in black.
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Michigan, Lyman East Kirtland's Warbler Habitat Planting

American Forests will plant 150 acres of dense jack pine stands to increase the Kirtland’s Warbler habitat within Lyman East Salvage Timber Sale. Approximately 750 trees per acre will be planted to bring the overall density of planted and natural seedlings to 1,089 trees per acre, which is in accord with our four other Kirtland’s Warbler habitat projects. In 1973 the Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii) was declared an endangered species. After the last ice age, the bird is solely found in Michigan. Kirtland’s Warbler breeds only in dense tracts of young jack pines, a species that has been harvested for timber since European settlers arrived to the region in the 1800s. The deforestation of these forests decimated the Kirtland’s Warbler’s habitat, and by the middle of the 20th century the bird was nearly extinct. It’s currently estimated that there are about 5,000 individuals, but due to reforestation efforts such as this, the Kirtland’s Warbler population is growing.
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Michigan, Stockyard Kirtland's Warbler Habitat Planting

This project will plant 51 acres of dense jack pine stands for the Kirtland’s Warbler habitat within the Stockyard Stewardship Mastication area. This section was covered with dead and dying jack pine saplings which were recently masticated. In 1973 the Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii) was declared an endangered species. After the last ice age, the bird is solely found in Michigan. Kirtland’s Warblers only breed in dense tracts of young jack pine, a species that has been harvested for timber since European settlers arrived to the region in the 1800s. The deforestation of these forests decimated the Kirtland’s Warbler’s habitat, and by the middle of the 20th century the bird was nearly extinct. It’s currently estimated that there are about 5,000 individuals, but due to reforestation efforts such as this, the Kirtland’s Warbler population is growing.
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Minnesota, Spruce Salvage Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to restore part of Chippewa National Forest. This area has been damaged by spruce budworm, a native insect which feeds on pine needles, and has been affected by invasive plant species such as tansy, birdfoot trefoil, and honeysuckle. Reforesting this area will help stop the spread of tansy and birdfoot trefoil because they are intolerant to shade. Volunteers from the University of Minnesota Crookston Natural Resources Club will help the Forest Service by participating in the planting project, while gaining knowledge of restorative tree planting. The project will improve the landscape beauty along a scenic drive frequented by area residents and visitors. 
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Mississippi, Tornado Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas in the Holly Springs National Forest located in northern Mississippi. In 2008, two tornadoes struck the area damaging roughly 2,000 acres. After the tornado, the fallen trees in some areas were sold at the salvage rate for timber. This project will investigate the outcomes of reforesting salvaged areas versus areas that regenerated naturally. This project will plant short leaf pine, a native pine species in north Mississippi. Large spaces will be left in between the seedlings to allow space to plant hardwood trees, creating a mixed pine-hardwood component that is similar to the area’s natural forest.
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Montana, NE Yaak / Stanley Mountain Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to restore areas within the Kootenai National Forest, which extends along the Canadian border in Montana and Idaho. Kootenai National Park is approximately three times the size of Rhode Island. The planting area has been damaged by bark beetles which bore into tree trunks and lay eggs in the inner layers. This project will plant a variety of tree species to increase the overall diversity of the forest, thereby helping the forest to recover more quickly from the damage and increase resilience. Increasing forest cover will also provide habitat for the forest’s wildlife.
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Montana, Kootenai Forest Inter-planting for Restoration and Resilience

American Forests is teaming up with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Kootenai National Forest. The area has been damaged by a variety of insects, including western spruce budworm, Douglas-fir Beetle, and mountain pine beetle. The project will plant a variety of species, including ponderosa pine, western larch, and western white pine, to increase forest health. Some of the tree species are more resistant to attack, while others grow faster, making the forest less susceptible to insect damage, and allowing the watershed to recover in less time. The reforestation efforts will also provide habitat for wildlife. 
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Montana, Kraft Springs Fire Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Custer National Forest. This area has been damaged by multiple wildfires, occurring in 1998 and 2002. The area continues to see an increase in wildfires due in part to a changing climate which has created warmer and dryer conditions. These conditions have allowed wildfires to burn with previously uncharacteristic severity. As a result of the wildfires, forested habitat has been reduced by 69 percent. Reforesting will increase habitat and food supply for elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, and goshawk.
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Montana, Plains Whitebark Pine Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to address the rapid loss of whitebark pines in the western United States; one of the greatest threats facing these forests. This project will replant whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis) within an area of the Lolo National Forest that has been damaged by wildfire, blister rust, and mountain pine beetles. It is estimated that 80 of these majestic trees found in the northern Rocky Mountains have died off. Whitebark pine, which can live to be 500 years old, and is an important species which is currently being threatened throughout the western US and Canada. Whitebark pine is known as both a ‘foundation’ and a ‘keystone’ species for its ability to stabilize ecosystem conditions for other species. For example, whitebark pine seeds provide important food to multiple wildlife species, including Grizzly bears. The seeds provide Grizzlies with two-thirds of their energy.
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Montana, Sinclair Ridge Whitebark Pine Population Establishment

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Kootenai National Forest. This project will plant whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis), which is susceptible to blister rust and mountain pine beetle attacks. Whitebark pine can live to be 500 years old, and is an important species which is currently being threatened throughout the western US and Canada. Whitebark pine is known as both a ‘foundation’ and a ‘keystone’ species for its ability to stabilize ecosystem conditions for other species, both plants and animals. For example, whitebark pine seeds provide important food to multiple wildlife species, including Grizzly bears. The seeds provide Grizzlies with two-thirds of their energy. Growing whitebark pines is a delicate, time-consuming process. Seeds must first be harvested from disease-resistant, cone-bearing trees. The seeds will begin their growing process in containers and then be planted. The planting site is situated along the divide between Kootenai National Forest and Flathead National Forest. Planting whitebark pine will enhance the experience for visitors hiking the divide.
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New Mexico, Trio Reforestation

American Forests is partnering the USDA Forest Service to restore parts of the Cibola National Forest that were damaged by wildfires in 2007 and 2008. This project will help to restore the Mexican spotted owl’s habitat. This avian predator (Strix occidentalis lucida) lives in areas of old-growth forests that are now damaged by fire and logging. This project will also benefit the surrounding communities on the eastern slopes of the Manzano Mountains. This restoration project aims to increase the scenic value of the area, which is situated in a highly visible location along Interstate 40, and protect the watershed, that provides drinking water for the local communities.
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New Mexico, Borrego Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Santa Fe National Forest damaged by wildfires. The Santa Fe National Forest was established in 1915 and is one of five national forests in New Mexico. Reforesting the area will increase habitat areas for mule deer, elk, turkey, black bear, mountain lion, bighorn sheep, and a variety of songbirds, and will alleviate erosion into nearby streams and lakes. This reforestation project will improve water quality and provide habitat for aquatic species.
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Ohio, Wauseon Park Windbreak Planting

American Forests is partnering with the Maumee Valley Resource Conservation and Development Council, The Fulton Soil and Water Conservation District, Wauseon Tree Commission, Wauseon Park Board, and the City of Wauseon Waste Water Treatment Plant to plant trees in an area adjacent to a Wauseon water treatment facility. Windbreaks, like the one to be planted in this project, are barriers made of one or more rows of trees. They are beneficial in both urban and rural settings, and are commonly used to prevent wind erosion, reduce noise pollution, and provide visual barriers. Windbreaks also create wildlife habitat in areas where it would not be usually found, like in between farm fields or in urban areas such as this. The image on the right shows a map of the planting site. Trees will be planted within the red outlines. 
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Oregon, Eyerly Fire Planting

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Deschutes National Forest that were damaged in a forest fire. The reestablishment of upland forest will produce shade for intermittent streams, increase canopy cover and forage area for wildlife, and reduce erosion which ultimately leads to sedimentation of the Metolius arm of Lake Billy Chinook, home to the endangered bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus). The bull trout, a cold water fish native to the northwestern US, has been adversely affected by habitat degradation and fragmentation, blockage of migratory corridors, poor water quality, the effects of climate change, and competition between non-native species such as brown, lake, and brook trout. Human activities such as development, logging, and agriculture have also largely contributed to the decline of the bull trout.
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Oregon, Rooster Rock Fire Rehabilitation

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest a 900-acre area in the Deschutes National Forest, after the area sustained damages from the Rooster Rock Fire that burned through this region of Oregon in August of 2010. Additional partners will help this project come to fruition including the Oregon Hunters, Turkeys Unlimited, Central Oregon 4H Club, and local high schools. This project will help reestablish important habitat for wildlife, including the black tailed deer. This deer species spends time in the Cascade Mountains during the summer, but migrate down in the winter to warmer areas in the Deschutes National Forest. Reforesting this area will provide the black tail deer with protection from cold temperatures.
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Utah, Tree Planting - UM Pass, Niotche, Solomon Basin Fire and Circleville Mountain

American Forests is partnering the USDA Forest Service to reforest part of the Fishlake National Forest. Fishlake was established in 1907, and gets its namesake from the largest freshwater mountain lake in the state of Utah. People come to the area to enjoy fishing and bird watching. Recently, however, the spruce beetle has damaged tracts of the forest surrounding Fishlake. The beetles bore holes into tree trunks, ultimately leading to the tree’s death. Although the beetles are native to the area, and therefore an important part of the ecosystem, their numbers have been increasing due to global climate change. This project will reforest damaged areas with help from volunteers. Students from local elementary schools will assist with the tree planting as part of an environmental education day.
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Wisconsin, Restoring Idle Fields to Native Woodlands

The Hardwood Forestry Fund, in partnership with Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, will reforest a 26-acre area within the Kettle Moraine State Forest. This area is known for its unique landscape which was caused by glacial formations. The land is marked by kettles, small, deep lakes formed from chunks of glacial ice that broke off and melted. The areas that will be reforested are fallow agricultural fields surrounded by forests. Reforesting this area will help grow and improve the size and quality of the existing forest. Trees growing on the edge of a forest that open to cleared land often struggle with windier, hotter, and drier conditions, known as edge effect. This reforestation project will reduce edge effect and connect larger acreages of contiguous forest cover to provide healthier forest conditions. The project will plant hardwoods, like black cherry, shagbark hickory, basswood, sugar maple, red oak, and white oak, which will provide additional habitat for native plants and animals. Songbirds native to the area, including Northern Oriole, Indigo Bunting, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Tree Swallow, Scarlet Tanager, will all benefit from this project. White tail deer and wild turkey will also benefit from this reforestation effort. The map to the right shows the areas to be reforested outlined in red.
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Wisconsin, Spruce Planting

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. This area has been adversely affected by various forest growth challenges, including drought, spruce needlecast, and spruce budworm. Needlecast is a fungal disease that causes a black growth on pine needles which causes them to die. Red pine, jack pine, black spruce, and tamarack trees will be planted to increase diversity and lessen the damage of future insect and disease attacks. In addition to restoring forest health, this project will create habitat for the spruce grouse (Falcipennis canadensis). This medium-sized chicken-like bird is a native of the norther 

Wyoming, Shoshone Fire Restoration

American Forests is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to reforest areas within the Shoshone National Forest that were damaged by wildfires in 2006. The project area is located along Highway 14/16/20 which leads to the east entrance to Yellowstone National Park. The reforestation efforts will improve this corridor which is used mostly for recreation purposes and is home to a number of lodges. A second planting site is located within a heavily trafficked backcountry recreation area, which includes many undeveloped camp sites. The Shoshone Fire Restoration project will also improve the area’s water quality. Both of the fire-damaged areas have stream systems in near proximity. Reforesting these areas will slow erosion and improve stream conditions within the area. The image on the right shows wildflowers that started to grow in the area affected by the fire.

