[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]





September 24, 2007
Michael Robert, Staff Lead (Early Actions)

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Robert,

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on behalf of Airgas, Inc. on the September 2007 report “Expanded List of Early Action Measures to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in California Recommended for Board Consideration.”

Airgas, Inc., through its subsidiaries, is the largest U.S. distributor of industrial, medical, and specialty gases, and hardgoods, such as welding equipment and supplies. Airgas is also a leading distributor of refrigerants.  We are committed to promoting environmentally friendly technologies and are pleased to offer the following comments.

We support California’s efforts to mitigate climate change.  We believe that the Early Actions contained in the subject report have the potential to significantly reduce emissions of greenhouse gases such as HCFC and HFC refrigerant gases.  
We strongly support the Refrigerant Tracking, Reporting and Recovery Program as an Early Action item.  The inclusion of strategies to encourage and achieve enhanced recovery, reclamation, and resale of refrigerants is key to significant reductions in high GWP GHG emissions.  Starting about ten years ago, Airgas brought industry-wide conservation ideas to Congress, the EPA, and the major producers.  Over this period, Airgas has invested heavily in reclamation capability and introduced a refillable 30 lb. refrigerant cylinder to the market to replace the throw-away, disposable, single-use 30 lb. cylinders.  The use of 30 lb. refillable cylinders eliminates the unnecessary and wasteful emission of the residual product remaining in a non-refillable cylinder when it is disposed.  Airgas estimates that over three percent of the refrigerant in each 30 lb. disposable cylinder is lost to the atmosphere, amounting nationally to up to six million pounds annually.  The use of 125 lb. and larger refillable refrigerant cylinders for industrial applications is standard today and we are now seeing more suppliers offering the 30 lb. refillable size.

The specific Early Action measures in the report that involve refrigerant gases pertain mainly to automotive air conditioning and to commercial refrigeration equipment design.  We urge the ARB to expand their consideration of potential measures to the servicing sector for stationary refrigeration and air conditioning equipment, both commercial as well as residential.   While over 1 million 30 lb. disposable refrigerant cylinders per year are used nationally in servicing automotive air conditioning systems, we estimate that approximately 5 million 30 lb. disposable refrigerant cylinders are used nationally in servicing the stationary refrigeration and A/C equipment sector.  The potential for emissions from disposable cylinders in this sector is significantly higher than the automotive sector.  Canada, the European Union, and Australia have banned the use of non-refillable containers for refrigerant GHGs.  Mandating the use of returnable, refillable containers was seen as one measure to reduce GHG emissions by eliminating the possibility of the eventual release of the inevitable residual heels remaining in disposable refrigerant containers.  It also results in increased safety and decreased burden on landfills.  The ARB should consider the effect of a similar mandate in California.

We appreciate your consideration of our comments and would look forward to further discussing them with you as the Early Action process moves forward.

Sincerely,
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John M. Batt

Director of Product Stewardship and Regulatory Advocacy



