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January 9, 2009

Submitted online at http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/localgov/ceqa/ceqacomm.htm
Re: 
Comments on ARB Preliminary Draft Staff Proposal on Recommended Approaches for Setting 
Interim Significance Thresholds for Greenhouse Gases under CEQA

Dear CARB staff:
The Pacific Forest Trust
 appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Preliminary Draft Staff Proposal on Recommended Approaches for Setting Interim Significance Thresholds under the California Environmental Quality Act.  We have been working collaboratively with the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and others on the current updating process for the CEQA Guidelines pursuant to SB 97.  In that process, we have highlighted the need to address the greenhouse gas (GHG) impacts of conversion of forestland (and other lands) that results the immediate emission of carbon stocks as well as the loss of future CO2 sequestration.
  
GHG emissions result from conversion and/or clearing of forestland and other land types in addition to construction/operation impacts.  Thus, the first step in determining the potential GHG impact of a project is to evaluate if it would involve the conversion of land.  If so, any associated GHG emissions from lost carbon stocks and future sequestration potential must be analyzed.
  The Draft Staff Proposal appears to skip this important step, leaving out any guidance or recognition of the effect land conversion on GHG emissions and the State’s overarching climate goals.  This is inconsistent with CARB’s Scoping Plan for AB 32, which recognizes the significant effect of forest conversion on climate, and identifies CEQA as a main mechanism for assessing and mitigating impacts.
  Therefore, PFT strongly encourages CARB to include guidance in its threshold proposal to analyze GHG emissions and lost sequestration potential from conversion and/or clearing of land as a source of emissions when calculating project impacts. 
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with CARB staff to discuss this concept further, and provide more detailed assistance in the threshold development process.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.   Thank you in advance for your attention to this important matter.
/s/




/s/

Rachael Katz 



Osha Meserve
Pacific Forest Trust 


Soluri Meserve, A Law Corporation

Policy Project Manager


Counsel for Pacific Forest Trust
RKatz@PacificForest.org

osha@semlawyers.com 
(415) 561-0700



(916) 455-7300
� PFT is a non-profit organization dedicated to sustaining private forests for all their public benefits, including climate benefits. We own and manage forestland, as well as hold and steward conservation easements on private forestland throughout California and the Pacific Northwest.  In collaboration with landowners, forest managers, public agencies and others, PFT has helped lead the development of forest climate policies and projects to achieve substantial benefits for the climate through conservation and stewardship.


� Forests are the largest terrestrial source of carbon sequestration.


� Methodologies for calculating GHG emissions already exist for conversion of forestland and are in the process of being developed for other land types.  (See e.g., forest carbon measurement methodologies provided in the Forest Protocols adopted by CARB.)


� CARB Climate Change Proposed Scoping Plan Appendices, Volume I, page C-166; see also DRAFT


LUSCAT Submission to CARB Scoping Plan on Local Government, Land Use and Transportation


(May 5, 2008) (referring to the need to quantify and protect terrestrial sequestration values), pp. 23, 40, 61.
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