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December 13, 2016

Mary Nichols, Chair 

California Air Resources Board 

P.O. Box 2815 

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re: Comments on the December Discussion Draft of the 2030 Target Scoping Plan Update

Dear Ms. Nichols:

We appreciate your clear statement in the most recent Draft Target Scoping Plan: 

While the majority of the GHG reductions from the transportation sector in this Discussion Draft will come from technologies and low carbon fuels, a reduction in the growth of VMT is also needed. (p. 50.)
Growth of VMT in California currently appears to be above 6%, according to Federal Highway Administration data.
  It would be a grave error for CARB to delay setting goals for all levels of government to cut the growth of VMT as rapidly as feasible.  

Experts know a great deal about the benefits of compact, walkable neighborhoods: 

· Such places are more fiscally sound than sprawling car-dependent developments.

· They can be more economically served by transit that gives commuters an alternative to driving in stop-and-go traffic, while reducing the amount of space a city must devote to costly parking lots. 
· They encourage people to walk and bicycle more, resulting in better health.

· They can produce less pollution and fewer greenhouse gases.

The problem of climate disruption makes this an opportune time for California to take the lead in restoring walkable neighborhoods to their dominant social position.

The specific actions needed to make particular areas of a city or town more compact and walkable will vary, and must be undertaken locally.  However, it is important for policy makers at all levels of government to be aware of the importance of limiting VMT in every jurisdiction, and to offer a vivid outline of the practical steps that they should consider.  

The following policy recommendations are examples of the needed guidance: 

· Fast-track entitlements for mixed-use projects that include sufficient affordable and dense residential and commercial developments within ¼ mile of bus stops with 15-minute or better service frequencies during commute hours.

· Greatly reduce, or repeal requirements for off-street parking.

· Encourage and eventually require landlords and developers to separate (“unbundle”) the cost of parking spaces from the cost of living spaces.

· Retrofit compact neighborhoods to provide “eyes on the street,” attractive, safe sidewalks, bikeways, convenience stores, and short blocks where feasible.

· Fund high-quality, convenient, public transportation, best powered by renewable energy.
· Give motorists VMT-reducing price signals, such as value-priced parking and pay-as-you drive auto insurance.

Automobile congestion impacts urban parts of the State every day.  Commerce and industry are already suffering, and ordinary workers are spending more time stuck in traffic while their tailpipes emit greenhouse gas.  We have seen that building our way out of polluting traffic congestion is unlikely, because more lanes of pavement tend to attract more drivers.
  
The best course of action is to take steps that steadily reduce the number of single-occupant vehicles on existing roads by making more neighborhoods and streets attractive places for people to bicycle, walk and use transit. 
   
Sincerely,

/s/
Stephen Birdlebough
�








�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/travel_monitoring/16augtvt/page5.cfm" ��https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/travel_monitoring/16augtvt/page5.cfm� 


� See, e.g., Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development, Compact City Policies (2012). � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/50524895.pdf" ��http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/50524895.pdf� 


Transportation Research Board, Driving and the Built Environment (2009-Special Report 298).  � HYPERLINK "https://www.nap.edu/read/12747/chapter/2" ��https://www.nap.edu/read/12747/chapter/2�


 


�  See, Handy, Increasing Highway Capacity Unlikely to Reduce Traffic Congestion, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dot.ca.gov/newtech/researchreports/reports/2015/10-12-2015-NCST_Brief_InducedTravel_CS6_v3.pdf" ��http://www.dot.ca.gov/newtech/researchreports/reports/2015/10-12-2015-NCST_Brief_InducedTravel_CS6_v3.pdf�;  Duranton, The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion. (2011, American Economic Review): “We investigate the effect of lane kilometers of roads on vehicle-kilometers traveled (VKT) in US cities. VKT increases proportionately to roadway lane kilometers for interstate highways and probably slightly less rapidly for other types of roads.” � HYPERLINK "http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/aer.101.6.2616" ��http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/aer.101.6.2616�





� See, Gere, It’s Time to Rethink How the World’s Great Cities Manage Traffic � HYPERLINK "http://www.citymetric.com/transport/essay-it-s-time-rethink-how-world-s-great-cities-manage-traffic-2439" ��http://www.citymetric.com/transport/essay-it-s-time-rethink-how-world-s-great-cities-manage-traffic-2439�,  Nunn, Not So Surprising: When Cyclists Are Happy, So Are Drivers, � HYPERLINK "http://transportblog.co.nz/2016/10/24/not-so-surprising-when-cyclists-are-happy-so-are-drivers/" ��http://transportblog.co.nz/2016/10/24/not-so-surprising-when-cyclists-are-happy-so-are-drivers/�     
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