May 19,2014

Re: Support for the AB32 Environmental Justice Advisory Committee Recommendations

Dear Governor Brown, Air Resources Board Chairman Nichols and Air Resources Board
Members, ‘

We write on behalf of the thousands of Californians we represent in support of the
recommendations to the AB32 Scoping Plan Update that the Environmental Justice Advisory
Committee (EJAC) put forward to keep our state at the forefront in achieving reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions. Integrating environmental justice into the fabric of the State’s climate
program strengthens the original environmental intent, addresses the needs of communities most
impacted by climate pollution and enables shared prosperity for more Californians.

California’s emerging majorities are people of color, many of which live in environmental justice
communities who are deeply concerned with climate change and air quality. This concern
propelled voters of color to defend AB 32 on the 2010 ballot, with the hope that AB 32 could be
an engine for improved health and opportunities for a new green economy. Furthermore, SB 535
(de Leon) is poised to invest greenhouse gas reduction funds in the communities hardest hit by
these toxics, and is energizing new constituencies, The EJAC members’ lived experience with
pollution illustrate how current climate strategies affect the most vulnerable in our state, as well
as new paths forward for climate stabilization for 2020 and beyond.

We are encouraged to see a number of EJAC recommendations incorporated in the first drafts of
the new Scoping Plan, and support the priority recommendations from their last deliberations.
The State and ARB have an obligation to accurately assess both the positive and negative
impacts of AB 32 on environmental justice communities. For too long environmental justice
communities have been ignored and overburdened with health disparities like asthma. Setting
aggressive midierm targets for emissions reduction is good for both stemming climate impacts
globally and health impacts for Californians with no choice but to live downwind from polluters,

Clean energy solutions can be expanded without economic damage to low-income communities.
More investment in public transit ridership, for example, offers simultaneous environmental and
economic benefits to those who most need them, All Californians can benefit from our climate
programs and energy choices.

A long-standing concern of the global environmental justice community is addressing the
weaknesses and potential negative consequences of California’s Cap and Trade program.
Improving data collection and reporting measures is essential to our ability to ensure that we are
meeting all the mandates of AB 32,



AB 32 is our promise to California and the wotld. We must charge forward with a stronger set of
climate strategies that are imbued with a strong social equity framework. We can stabilize the
climate, improve air quality and health while protecting California’s growing communities of
color. This way we mobilize more supporters for this vital cause. We urge you to incorporate the
EJAC recommendations into the final Scoping Plan and work with the EJAC to ensure we
achieve the multiple goals of AB 32.

Sincerely,

Jack Lucero Fleck
350 Bay Area

Mari Rose Tarue, State Organizing Director, EJAC Member
Asian Pacific Environmental Network

Matk Masaoka, Policy Director
Asian Pacific Policy & Planning Council

Kirsten Schwind, Director
Bay Localize

Dr. Paloma Pavel and Car} C. Anthony
Breakthrough Communities at Earth House Centet

Amy Vanderwarker, Co-Coordinator
California Environmental Justice Alliance

Chuck Mills, Program Manager
California RelLeaf

Ariana Rickard, Program Manager
California Urban Streams Partnership

Wendy Alfsen, Executive Directot
California Walks

Katetyn E. Roedner, Environmental Justice Program Director
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Stockton

Penny Newman, Executive Director, EJAC Member
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice

Caroline Fatrell, Executive Director
Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment




Jennifer Clary, Program Manager
Clean Water Action

Kevin D, Hamilton, Deputy Chief of Programs, EJAC Member
Clinica Sierra Vista-Fresno

Bill Magavern, Policy Director
Coalition for Clean Air

Luis Qlmedo, Executive Director, EJAC Member
Comite Civico del Valle, Inc

Byron Gudiel, Executive Director
Communities for a Better Environment

Gisele Fong, Executive Director, EJAC Member
End Oil

Michelle Kinman, Clean Energy Advocate
Environment California

Diane Takvorian, Executive Director
Environmental Health Coalition

Rev. Sophia DeWitt, Interim Co-Director
Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministries

Monica Wllson US and Canada Program Director, EJAC Member
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives

Denny Larson, Executive Director
Global Community Monitor

Nobuko Miyamoto, Artistic Director
Great Leap

Stella Ursua, President
Green Education Inc,

Bradley Angel, Executive Direcior
Greenaction Tor Health and Environmental Justice

Vien Truong, Environmental Equity Director
Greenlining Institute



Lian Cheun, Executive Director
Khmer Girls in Action

Seng Fong, Executive Director
Lao Iu Mien Culture Association, Inc. (LIMCA)

Rémy De La Peza, Senior Planner & Policy Counsel
Little Tokyo Service Center CDC

Al Weinrub, Coordinator
Local Clean Energy Alliance

Maeve Milstead, Director of Youth Programs
Long Beach Community Action Partnership

Pete White and Becky Dennison, Co-Executive Directors
Los Angeles Community Action Network

Myesha Williams
New Voices Are Rising

Kathy Nishimoto Masaoka, Co-Chairperson
Nikkei for Civil Rights & Redress

Antonio Diaz, Organizational Director
People Organizing to Demand Environmental and Economic Rights

John Hartison, Environmental Justice Project Coordinator
People's Community Organization for Reform and Empowerment

Paul Towers, Organizing & Media Director
- Pesticide Action Network North America

Martha Dina Arguello, EJAC Member
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Los Angeles

Marybelle Nzegwu, Staff Attorney
Public Advocates Inc.

Azibuike Akaba, Policy Analyst
Regional Asthma Management & Prevention (RAMP)

Jodi Pincus, Executive Director
Rising Sun Energy Center




Jill Ratner
Rose Foundation for Communities & the Environment

Annie Pham, Policy Advocate
Sierra Club California

Sissy Trinh, Executive Director
Southeast Asian Community Alliance

Cynthia Strathmann Executive Director
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE)

Reverend Earl W. Koteen, Environmental Justice Minister
Sunflower Alliance

Stuart Cohen, Executive Director
TransForm

Kemba Shakur, Executive Director, EJAC Member
Urban ReLeaf

Rey Leon, Executive Director/Founder, EJAC Member
Valley LEAP - San Joaquin Valley Latino Environmental Advancement Project






