Tropical Forest Carbon in
Indigenous Territories:
A Global Analysis
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Summary

Indigenous territories and inhabited protected areas are
global cornerstones of tropical iorest conservation, pro-
viding multiple social, cvltural, and ecological co-bene-
fits, Carbon storage is one widely valued function of
these vilal landscapes: however, untif recently, the infor-
mation required 1o assess the carbon storage capacity of
indigenous territories {ITs) and protected natural areas
(PNAs) at the global scale remained either lacking or out
of reach.

The results of a new analysis reveal that indigenous territo
nes localed in the Amazon Basin the Mes an region
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Indonesia contain
20 1% of the carbon stored aboveground n the planet s
tropwcal forests Thes number 1s conservative In giobal terms
as # does not yet consider indigenous terrtones oulside of
these regions. most natably from tropical Asia outside of
Indonesia or the Congo Basin outside of the DRC

amers

¥When considenng cnly the tropicat forests in the Amazon
Basin. Mesosmenca the DRC and Indonesia the percent
age of forest carbon stored aboveground in indigenous tern
tonas increasas 10 34 0% The amount of CO2 that woulkd be
released to the atmosphere if the forests in these tarntones
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were lost to deforestatan or other anthropagenic threats s
approumately 168 35t CO - more than three imas the CO
emitted globally in 2014 (52 7 Gt CO )

In order to continue conserving tropical forest carbon,
which is essential to maintaining not enly climale stabili-
ty bul also cultural identity and ecosystem integrity.
indigenous arganizations need:

-

Titling of their territories as well as recognition of their
rnights 1o the vast natural resources and wealth of
services they provide;

2. Relief from the persecution of indigenous leaders
who speak out in defense of their rights and
territories;

3. Recognition and inclusion of Indigenous peoples’
contributions to climate change mitigation and adap-
tation in governmenis’ Intended Mationally Deler.
mined Contributions {INDCs):

4. Implementation of Free, Prior. and Informed Consent
(FPIC);

5, Direct access to chimate financing.
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